DECEMBER 7-13, 2017 e VOLUME 36 © NUMBER 49 


THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 21° 


yAUV, 


a 


WAL 


Ree 
Ses ** 


BREWING COMPANY S 


Saf 


VICTORY AT SEA | 


ays ye PORTER WITH COFFEE & VANILLA ; 
an rere fevers : . vetave ms is < — “Ss = : Sok 
. Be ort 5 eur ee > 6 ». . * Sy ¥ 
ne ue ea i i fae wemeron * ne eer @u ‘ 2 
« sou Be . 2 nan eveeaed ’ « 
me one «@e6 meee 
eesee@nveoeas a oe ee C qd 
. . -voeadeeeeoo 


eveoevevevan 


aé¢eo enue 
ceee@vaeevnesen 
oospeevenbaees 
ae 


BALLASTPOINT.COM/VASDAY 
#VASDAY 





Established in San Diego, CA, 1996. 
Please explore responsibly.” 





FE 
LEGRAND 


SAT, DECEMBER Ib 




















“s 


. 


QUINTINO brohug LeueIbReN yy 
SAT, DECEMBER 23 FRI, DECEMBER 29 CAT. DECEMBER 30 





TEMPLESF.COM | 415-312-3668 | INFO@TEMPLESF.COM 
540 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO | OPEN 10PM - 4AM | AGES 21+ 





DECEMBER 7 - 13, 2017 EDITOR’S NOTE NEWS VIEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK MUSIC SFWEEKLY.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





ayy \ a PE core fe a We & 
pan: i — “= Bee co | 4 
S| ieee — =. S hy §ox | {> 
ea — i | adil : » ] j 
Ld | — ae DS —_—_— a _—_ 4 
Y | 
i = | 
| | | 
SA bl EEE —EEEEEE SE » a 





‘A beautiful show... Fantastic! 
If you ever get a chance to see 
it, you should.” 


—Joy Behar, co-host of ABC’s “The View” 


HOLIDAY OFFER 


$40 value for San Francisco Weekday Shows (Jan2-5) 
Waive $9 processing fee per ticket 


Complimentary shuttle service from Civic Center BART Station 


$10 value toward buffet dinner served at the San Francisco Opera House 
$11 value for Shen Yun merchandise sold in the lobby 


Please use promo code “Weekday”. Code is valid until Dec. 30, 2017. 


JAN 1-7 San Francisco War Memorial Opera House 
San Jose * Sacramento « Berkeley | Dec 28, 2017-Jan 14, 2018 | 888-633-6999 | ShenYun.com/CA 
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Get drunk with Santa, or witha 
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Grizzly Bear has some opinions 
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By Nuala Sawyer 


The wind raced up Market Street 
on Monday night, blowing trash along 
sidewalk gutters and buffeting cyclists 
who pedaled west, uphill. But once the 
daily bike commuters hit the red light at 
Octavia Boulevard, heads down as they 
fought the breeze, they could see a 
bright-yellow glow awaiting them ahead. 

“There’s a people-protected bike 
lane right up ahead for you, because 
you deserve to be safe in this city,” 
said organizer and safe streets activist 
Maureen Persico, dressed in a yellow 
T-shirt with a green glow stick around 
her neck to the stopped commuters, 
raising her voice against the wind, she 
asked “Can you come join us, for even 
for 10 minutes?” 

“Us” was a group of 70 people who 
stood with their backs to the wind in 
the middle of one of the most danger- 
ous stretches of road in San Francisco. 
They were there to show support for 
protected bike lanes, and for a previ- 
ously approved plan to shift parking 
from the curb to the middle of the 
street, creating a protective buffer be- 
tween cyclists and vehicular traffic. 

The dozens of safe-street advocates 
stood in a line between the painted 
bike lane and two lanes of fast traffic 
on Market Street between Octavia and 
Buchanan. 

“It’s terrifying,” Sacha Ielmorini said 
as she stood inches from speeding cars. 
But the response from passing motor- 
ists has not been all bad. “There was an 
Uber waving in support and beeping 
his horn. It looked like he was support- 
ing us. I’ve only seen two or three road 
ragers slamming on the gas and getting 
in the other lane, but for the most part 
everyone's been really nice.” 

This guerrilla form of human street 
infrastructure has been remarkably 
effective in the past. After two of the 
events were held on Valencia Street, the 
San Francisco County Transportation 
Authority approved $145,000 for the 
Valencia Street Bikeway Implementa- 
tion Plan, a study that will examine the 
best methods for installing protected 
bike lanes on Valencia. 

Upper Market Street, however, is far 
beyond that initial study stage. In May, 
the SFMTA board unanimously ap- 
proved the Upper Market Street Safety 
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Around 70 people stood . 
between cyclists and 

vehicles for a People a 
Protected Bike Lane ONew = 
Upper Market Streetane- a 
Dec. 5, 2017. “ 


Project, which included protected bike 
lanes on three busy commuter blocks of 
Market Street between Octavia Boule- 
vard and Duboce Avenue. 

In July, notorious City Hall gadfly 
David Pilpel appealed the decision, 
stating that it needed to undergo en- 
vironmental review. The issue landed 
on the Board of Supervisors’ agenda, 
and they voted to uphold the project 
without further review. 

The money was budgeted, the plan 
approved. So why, five months later, 
has construction yet to break ground? 

The issue is one we all thought was 
resolved: The Fire Department has 
a problem with the plan. From the 
get-go, it has argued that the reconfig- 
uration of Market Street to create pro- 
tected bike lanes would interfere with 
ladder trucks in an emergency. 

“The design materially compromis- 
es the safety of firefighters and local 
residents, Fire Chief Joanne Hayes- 
White wrote in a letter to the SFMTA 
earlier this year. 
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The main issue centers around the 
distance ladder trucks will be from 
buildings, if parking protected bike 
lanes are installed. The width of the 
street, combined with Muni’s overhead 
wires, will make it trickier for firefight- 
ers to rescue people, and it increases 
the threat of electrical shocks, SFFD 
claims. 

Matt Brezina, one of the organizers 
of the People Protected Bike Lanes, 
lives on upper Market Street and has 
found some data to contradict Hayes- 
White’s statement. Between 2011 and 
2016, 53 percent of the Fire Depart- 
ment’s dispatches to Upper Market 
were in response to traffic collisions, 
and only 2 percent for fires. In theo- 
ry, protected bike lanes would make 
streets safer, lessening the number of 
calls SFFD will have to respond to. 

“This is all part of a much larger 
trend where fire incidents have de- 
creased dramatically,” Brezina says, 
referencing a New York Times article 
that claimed — despite being one of 
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the busiest fire departments in the 
nation — only 1.5 percent of all runs 
made by San Francisco firefighters in 
2014 involved actual fires. Instead, the 
article states, the majority of runs are 
made in response to traffic collisions 
and issues of homelessness. 

But the fear of fire still runs deep 
in San Francisco, and the Fire Depart- 
ment has a hefty amount of sway. In 
the five months since the Board of 
Supervisors rejected the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
appeal, a behind-the-scenes battle has 
been underway between the SFFD and 
SFMTA, spurring a redesign of a plan 
that took years of public comment and 
several departments to approve. Early 
renderings, said to be sketched in pen, 
show a bike lane that remains curbside, 
but which is protected not by parked 
cars, but soft-hit bollards. All parking 
along the three blocks will be removed, 
and a loading zone will be placed in 
between moving car traffic and the 
bike lane. 
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SFMTA Director Ed Reiskin at- 
tempted to justify the changes to the 
SFMTA board on Tuesday, claiming 
that he was simply doing what they 
had recommended — work with the 
Fire Department on the design. The 
new plan, he claims, “will largely keep 
integrity of project intact.” 

But the San Francisco Bicycle Coali- 
tion is not happy. 

“With incomplete drawings of the 
design and insufficient time to review, 
we have remaining questions about 
the design and the lack of physical pro- 
tection,” said Executive Director Brian 
Wiedenmeier. “Given what we know, 
we would not consider this new design 
a protected bike lane.” 

A spokesperson from the SFMTA 
told SF Weekly the project breaks 
ground in January, but that timeline 
suddenly seems optimistic. With the 
removal of parking spaces on Market, 
the SFMTA has opened up the plan 
to the possibility of environmental 
review, and the ire of local merchants 
and residents — all of which could de- 
lay this safety project even further. 

For those who stood outside in 
the freezing wind on Monday night, 
however, this is not a situation that 
deserves a compromise or any further 
delays. 

“T ride my bike in the city every 
day, and I’m pretty sure I’m going to 
die being hit by an Uber, in a place just 
like this,” Joel Kraut, a volunteer at the 
People Protected Bike Lane, told SF 
Weekly. “I’m trying to do what I can. I 
think protected bike lanes are a solu- 
tion. They’re the most viable solution 
in the city right now.” 

And looking ahead, the battle be- 
tween safe streets and the Fire Depart- 
ment doesn’t appear to be closer toa 
resolution. When asked if this redesign 
will be applied to other areas where 
issues of parking protected bike lanes, 
and overhead wires are bringing the 
two departments in conflict, Reiskin 
said there is no sweeping plan to reme- 
dy the issue. 

“It will be very much case-by-case,” 
he said. “The geometry of each street is 
different.” 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | @ @TheBestNuala 
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The Verdict’s Aftermath 


It's been one week since the jury made a decision in the Kathryn Steinle case, but the story is far from over. 


By Nuala Sawyer 
Just before 3:15 p.m. last Thurs- 


day, the San Francisco Superior Court 
sent out a tweet: “A verdict has been 
reached in the Garcia Zarate case.” 

With 30 minutes to get to court 
for the jury’s verdict, members of 
the media went haywire. Reporters 
camped out in the hallway outside the 
courtroom were first in line. The whole 
building was wired with TV cameras, 
their cables taped to walls and running 
down stairwells. Photographers rushed 
through security, and journalists 
hopped out of cabs all up and down 
Bryant Street, frantically talking to 
editors on the phone. 

When the verdict was read — that 
45-year-old Mexican national Jose Ines 
Garcia Zarate was found not guilty of 
first-degree murder, second-degree 
murder, involuntary manslaughter, or 
assault with a semi-automatic firearm 
— the news raced across the nation at 
lightspeed. 

Within an hour, the hashtag #boy- 
cottsanfrancisco started trending. Two 
hours after SF Weekly’s story on the 
verdict was published, we had 1,200 
Facebook comments blasting the ver- 
dict, mostly from out-of-state support- 
ers spewing hate and intolerance. 

The jury’s decision made sucha 
splash that Trump himself sent a 
message to the nation. “The Kate 
Steinle killer came back and back over 
the weakly protected Obama border, 
always committing crimes and being 
violent, and yet this info was not used 
in court. His exoneration is a complete 
travesty of justice. BUILD THE WALL!” 
he tweeted Friday morning, showing 
his ignorance about the case. Garcia 
Zarate, although a seven-time felon, 
had never been convicted of a violent 
crime. 

Regardless of what side they were 
on, people had a field day with the sto- 
ry for two days. But over the weekend 
the chatter died down. On a local level, 
however, the story is far from over. 
Garcia Zarate is still in custody, and his 
future is unknown. 

On Monday, defense attorney Matt 
Gonzalez announced that the Public 
Defender’s Office will challenge Garcia 
Zarate’s lone conviction, for being a 
felon in possession of a firearm. 

“It’s fairly standard in a conviction 
to file an appeal, so an appellant lawyer 
can look it over and see if any mistakes 
were made,” Tamara Aparton, spokes- 
person for the Public Defender’s Office, 
told SF Weekly. 

In this case, Gonzalez could argue 
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that the jury was not given adequate 
instructions in determining guilt in 
momentary possession. As Garcia 
Zarate claims he only held the gun for 
a moment before it went off and he 
threw it in the water, the conviction 
could be overturned. 

The appeal will not be filed until 
after Garcia Zarate’s sentencing takes 
place on Dec. 14. Based off his sole con- 
viction, he could be required to serve 
a sentence ranging from 16 months to 
three years. But as he’s already served 
two-and-a-half years in jail, he would 
be released. 

The expectation thus far is that 
it’s likely Garcia Zarate would then be 
deported. The U.S. Marshal has already 
issued a warrant for his arrest. If he 
chooses to fight deportation, he will 
need to secure an immigration lawyer; 
Aparton confirmed that the Public De- 
fender’s Office is only representing him 
on this criminal case. 
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But things could get more compli- 
cated for Garcia Zarate. On Tuesday 
evening, the Department of Justice in- 
dicted him (misspelling his name in its 
release) on charges of being a felon and 
“illegally present alien” in posession of 
a firearm and ammunition. If convict- 
ed, he could spend up to 10 years in 
prison. 


Meanwhile, the failure of the 
San Francisco District Attorney’s Office 
to secure a conviction has spurred talks 
of a political shakeup. District Attorney 
George Gascon was notably absent 
from the jury verdict reading last week, 
though he did have two spokespeople 
present. After articles came out in both 
the the San Francisco Chronicle and the 
Examiner about how this case could 
affect his race for re-election in 2019 

— against potential candidates Suzy 
Loftus and Sup. Jane Kim — he calleda 
press conference Tuesday. 
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As the case is still technically ongo- 
ing, Gascon was reluctant to discuss 
strategic details of why prosecutor 
Diana Garcia centered her closing 
arguments on a first-degree murder 
charge, if his office would have been 
more successful just trying the case for 
involuntary manslaughter, and what 
he thinks swayed the jury’s verdict 
toward the defense. 

But he did acknowledge his absence 
after the verdict was announced. 

“The Steinle family themselves 
have commented over and over the 
difficulty of watching their daughter’s 
death be thrown around to advance 
political agendas and careers,” he said. 
“Seeing all this, I was circumspect 
in talking too much about the case, 
before, during, or after the trial. I did 
a handful of interviews last week, but 
did not feel a press conference was 
appropriate. I felt the focus should be 
about the Steinle family and not me 
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or my office.” 

In regard to the national #boy- 
cottsanfrancisco movement, Gascon 
stuck by the work his office does every 
day. 

“This is one of the safest cities in the 
country, regardless of what those ha- 
temongers are saying,” he said. “This is 
a very Safe city. The conviction rate for 
violent crime is very high.” 

But the pressure his office has re- 
ceived, both from conservatives nation- 
ally who criticize him for losing the case 
and locally from progressives who were 
surprised by the first-degree murder 
charge, has not gone unnoticed. 

“This case has been used as a political 
stunt,” he said. “It pains me to watch 
politicians and candidates use the trage- 
dy of this event for political gain.” 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | @ @TheBestNuala 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Dyesiilarcieelane-lalal 


Slielaickwmlaesaeeviane 


WwW ’ 


—“ - . ads 
a VA be \ ns 


In the heart of Sonoma Wine Country, Graton Resort & Casino is California’s 
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By Joe Kukura 


San Francisco bike routes often 

have cute nicknames like “the Wiggle,” “Rabbit 
Hole,” or “Butterlap.” But one bike route lives 
up to its derogatory nickname: The “Hairball” is 
a nightmarish entanglement of I-280 and US. 
101 freeway ramps, pedestrian bridges, and bi- 
cycle paths that is notorious for attracting 
homeless encampments and shopping carts. 
This bleak concrete jungle at Cesar Chavez 
Street and Bayshore Boulevard may be the 
most joyless place in San Francisco. 

“The Hairball drives me crazy. It literally 
drives me crazy, this part of my district,” 
said Sup. Hillary Ronen, whose District 9 
shares the Hairball with Sup. Malia Cohen’s 
District 10. “It is incredibly poorly designed. 
It reflects an era when freeway construction 
sliced through urban neighborhoods, creat- 
ing isolated spaces and confusing routes. It’s 
a mess. It’s dangerous.” 

But the Hairball is about to become a little 
less dangerous — for bicyclists, at least. At 
a Nov. 28 meeting, the Board of Supervisors 
voted to speed up the addition of new bike 
lanes and crosswalks, which should make the 
area a little less terrifying for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. 

And unlike the rest of the city, where such 
infrastructure can take years from start to 
finish, the new bike lanes and crosswalks will 
come fairly quickly thanks to a unanimous 
board vote to exempt the Hairball improve- 
ments from an environmental review. “These 
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are very minor changes that are consistent 
with a categorical exemption,” Ronen said be- 
fore the vote, emphasizing that this project 
would only involve painted-lane modifica- 
tions and soft, safe-hit posts. 

But in San Francisco, no one puts down 
paint or traffic markers without a political 
fight. The board faced an appeal from an 
advocacy group called the Coalition for Ade- 
quate Review, who argued that the Hairball 
improvements are being split up into pieces 
to sneak some of its components through 
without public disclosure or due process. 

That coalition did not show up at the 
board meeting to defend their appeal. But SF 
Weekly has obtained a copy, which blames the 
city’s Municipal Transit Agency (MTA) and 
bike activists for the Hairball’s sorry state. 

“The dangerous mess on Cesar Chavez 
was created by and for the MTA and the San 
Francisco Bicycle Coalition, a private lobby- 
ing organization,’ the coalition’s attorney, 
Mary Miles, says in the appeal. “MTA now re- 
gurgitates that mess as the ‘Hairball Intersec- 
tion Improvement Project,’ illegally segment- 
ing that Project and its environmental review 
into at least 15 pieces to avoid describing the 
whole Hairball Project.” 

The appellants are obviously not big fans 
of the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition. Back 
in 2006, the Coalition for Adequate Review 
filed a lawsuit that held up the installation of 
34 miles worth of bike lanes in the city. The 
dueling coalitions often blasted one another 
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publicly in the media during that delay. 

The appeal filing also stokes conflict be- 
tween the bike community and the homeless 
population, who have been at odds over tents 
and carts blocking the Hairball’s bike paths. 

The new bike lanes “will also cause indi- 
rect impacts by displacing marginal residents 
who live in parked vehicles and in homeless 
camps on the streets, so that a small number 
of bicyclists can claim exclusive use of those 
streets,” the appeal argues. 

But the board overruled the appeal, 
and the new bike lanes are on their way to 
Jerrold, Barneveld, and Bayshore avenues. 
Barring any other issues, construction is ex- 
pected to begin in early 2018. 

And Ronen has spoken of grander plans 
to redo the Hairball — even putting parts 
of I-280 and U.S. 101 underground. She’s 
proposed a 25-year redesign that she says 
would “reconnect the three neighborhoods 
of my district that are divided by this tangled 
surface and overhead freeways.” 

It’s questionable whether billion-dollar 
project of that magnitude could clear City 
Hall and get built even within our lifetimes. 
But with some new lanes and safety up- 
grades, the lifetimes of bikers and pedestri- 
ans who use the dangerous Hairball intersec- 
tion could last a little longer. 


Joe Kukura is an SF Weekly contributor. 
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The Pacific Heights Inn 
at 1555 Union St. 
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Pacific Heights Innis Out 


By Nuala Sawyer 


In the middle of the Marina District, on a block 
that has auto garages and dry cleaners scattered between 
multi-million-dollar apartments, sits an old motel. Built in 
1955, the Pacific Heights Inn’s maroon-tan-and-brown exte- 
rior is a blast from the past. It’s boxy and Brutalist, with bro- 
ken letters on its neon vacancy sign. Although the 
neighborhood has changed around it, the inn has been 
largely unaltered during the past few decades. Photos on its 
ancient website show a tidy, organized space, albeit with mis- 
matched bedspreads from room to room and a central park- 
ing lot in the middle of the building, classic motor 
court-style. 

But soon, its brick-and-wood exterior will meet the 
wrecking ball, as Pacific Heights Inn goes the way of many 
old motels in the city: blasted to pieces and carted off to 
the dump. 

In its place, a shiny new hotel will rise, with 100 rooms 
and 35 parking spots. Stanton Architecture, which spe- 
cializes in luxury hotels, has rendered a design. The group 
is responsible for the Hotel Via in South Beach, and the 
230-room 701 Third Street Hotel near AT&T Park. 

And the design is exactly what you'd expect: a white, 
modern exterior with bay windows and a fun pop of col- 
or. It’s not offensive, but it’s also not interesting. Maybe 
that’s what the neighborhood needs: Just to the left of 
the site is a grand building with high ceilings that sells ag- 
onizingly boring $9,000 round wooden dining tables and 
$7,000 white sofas. 

The hotel project has inched through the Planning 
Department since 2014. Things have picked up in the past 
few months, and at this rate it wouldn't be a big shock if a 
building permit were issued fairly soon. 

By this time next year, it’s possible the charming, beat- 
en-up old inn, which looks like it’s straight out of a Bates 
Motel episode, will soon be no more. 
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\ CBD'S CATCH-22 


Future of 
CBD Comes in 
Small Doses 


As efforts to legalize cannabis 
reach a fever pitch, Sensi Products co- 
owner Lisa Tollner warns that progress 
may also bring peril. 

Her concerns stem from the fact 
that while major players in banking, real 
estate, insurance, and pharmaceuticals 
have thus far been wary to get in bed 
with the cannabis industry, should the 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency 
eventually overturn the substance’s 
Schedule I status as a controlled sub- 
stance, the corporate floodgates will 
open. 

“The only thing that’s keeping phar- 
maceutical companies from coming in 
and squashing all of the little compa- 
nies is the Schedule I status,” Tollner 
says. ‘They’re not going to put millions 
of dollars into something that they’re 
not going to be able to sell across the 


Renewal 
byAndersen. Wa 


WINDOW REPLACEMENT 


nation and worldwide.” 

At the center of the controversy is 
cannabidiol, commonly known as CBD. 
Lacking the signature psychoactive 
properties of fellow cannabinoid THC, 
CBD has become a popular and proven 
alternative to prescription solutions 
that come with problematic side ef- 
fects. Often used to treat chronic pain, 
anxiety, insomnia, and inflammation, 
CBD represents a potential cash cow for 
the mainstream pharmaceutical market 
should its legal status be overhauled. 

Tollner, whose South Bay company 
Sensi Products makes a range of CBD 
and THC supplements, sees the current 
Schedule I classification as a dou- 
ble-edged sword that limits what her 
company can do but also keeps larger 
corporate interests from dominating 
the market. 

“In some ways it’s our last bastion,” 
she says. “We're talking 
about big, powerful, very 
well-funded, lobby-driv- 
en pharmaceutical com- 
panies that have very 
deep pockets. They could 
take over the whole in- 
dustry in no time.” 

The fear looms, but 
for the time being, 
companies like Sensi 
Products are busy with a 
more immediate concern. 
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an Andersen Company 


Final days 
to get our 2017 
window prices. / 





Last month, California finally released 
long-awaited guidelines that will inform 
every facet of the recreational cannabis 
market that’s set to go into effect on 
Jan. 1. Rules governing child-resistant 
packaging, portion size, and the maxi- 
mum amount of milligrams per product 
will now decide which companies are 
capable of being in compliance, and 
which ones will be forced out of busi- 
ness or back into the shadows of the 
black market. 

While Tollner and Sensi Products 
have been ahead of the curve with 
child-resistant packaging and lab test- 
ing efforts since the company launched 
in 2010, they too will need to make 
some adjustments to adhere to the 
state’s regulations. 

One such change involves scoring 
products so they can be easily separated 
into 10 mg doses. Another will require 
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With manufacturing, labor and material costs on the rise, we’re forced to implement a 
2018 price increase...but not before we give you one last chance to pay our 2017 prices. 


‘Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors as 
part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower 
credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither 
brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, 
all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. CA B Lic. # 972702. “Renewal by Andersen” and all 
other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2017 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2017 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 
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the discontinuation of the brand’s 200 
mg “Extra Strength” offerings, which 
exceed the new total strength limit of 
100 mg of THC. Tollner intends to com- 
ply, but does call into question the logic 
behind some of the new rules. 

“There are a lot of people who don’t 
feel any effect unless they have over 100 
mg, she says. “They really need to take 
more, and so now it’s going to be prohibi- 
tively expensive for them to get the kind 
of potency they need. 

“The other thing that I found a little 
odd is that they’re saying it’s OK for 
tinctures and topicals to be over 100mg 
per pack — they can go as high as 2,000 
mg, she adds. “I find it a little odd that 
it’s OK for a tincture to be 2,000 mg but 
not soft gels.” 

Tollner believes that lobbyists may 
be able to loosen some of the arbitrary 

restrictions once the indus- 
try has had a bit of time 
to prove things are under 
control. She notes that 
negative press can play a 
significant role in turning 
public opinion. Articles on 
accidents involving stoned 
drivers — or children 
somehow ingesting their 
parents’ medicine — can 
mean that strict policies 
remain in place longer. 
As for other players in 
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the market, Tollner concedes that some 
will likely be unable to reach compli- 
ance, but she notes that everyone in the 
industry has seen these restrictions 
coming for quite some time. 

“There are still a few companies, col- 
lectives, and dispensaries I’ve talked to 
in different parts of the state that have 
been very slow to recognize what’s 
coming,’ she says. “They’ve known that 
the regulations were coming out, but 
they didn’t take a proactive stance on 
finding a local facility that would work, 
or making sure they’re in the right 
zoning, or working with their local 
government to figure out what’s going 
on. I don’t know if they’ve been in 
denial or just procrastinating, but now 
the reality of it is really setting in for a 
lot of them.” 

The choice these businesses now face 
is fairly clean-cut: Comply or disappear. 
“You hate to put all of this money 

and energy and investments into a 
company and a product only to be shut 
down, so they basically have two op- 
tions: They’re going to be in the black 
market or they’re going to be legit,” 
Tollner says. “You kind of just have to 


decide.” 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, 
and music for SF Weekly. 
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The Thin Line 
Between Lawful 
Detention And False 
Imprisonment 


By Chris Dolan 


[his week's question comes from Lionel! T. 
in South San Francisco, who writes: 


Q: “| went shopping at a [major retailer] in 
a mall with a friend of mine. We are young, 
and he was being uncool and he took a 
cheap piece of jewelry for his girl and didn't 
pay for it. He walked out, and the alarms 
went off. He took off, and security chased 
him while another one grabbed me in front 
of some nearby classmates. | hadn't done 
anything. | told them to let me go, and they 
told me to come with them and led me into 
a back room and told me to empty my pock- 
ets. | did, and | didn't have anything stolen 
on me. They then told me to call my friend 
and get him to come back. | said no. They 
told me that they would call the police and 
tell them that | stole something. | said | 
didn't do anything and let me go. They said 
no, and | walked to the door and a guard 
stepped between me and the door. After a 
while, they called the store manager, who 
came in. | explained that | had nothing to do 
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with any theft, and he told the guards to let 
me go. | feel they did me wrong. Do | have a 
case?” 


A: Lionel, it appears the security guards 
thought they were police in some bad 
B-grade movie. The general rule is that peo- 
ple should be free of any unlawful deten- 
tion. Of course, there are some restrictions 
concerning private property, construction 
sites and government facilities, among 
other places, where access Is prohibited. 
But in areas open to the public, movement 
should not be unlawfully restricted, and one 
should not be unlawfully restrained. 

What happened to you involves the law 
of false imprisonment. False imprisonment, 
under California law, is the “unlawful viola- 
tion of the personal liberty of another.” 

The tort of false imprisonment is the 
nonconsensual, intentional confinement of 
a person, without lawful privilege, for an 
appreciable length of time, however short. 
A person is falsely imprisoned if he or she is 
wrongfully deprived of his or her freedom to 
leave a particular place by the conduct of 
another. Restraint, or confinement, “may be 
effectuated by means of physical force, 
threat of force or of arrest, confinement by 
physical barriers, or by means of any other 
form of unreasonable duress.” Fermino v. 
Fedco, Inc., (1994) 

A storekeeper, “on probable cause to be- 
lieve a theft has been committed, may de- 
tain the suspected person for a reasonable 
time, to conduct an investigation in a rea- 
sonable manner.” The presence or absence 
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of probable cause Is a question of law for 
the court and not a jury question. 

There have been cases in which a pa- 
tron has paid for goods and was falsely ac- 
cused and wrongfully detained by store 
security. In one, the patron had purchased 
some gloves and was called back to the 
counter by security and falsely accused of 
taking them. Although she was not physi- 
cally and/or forcibly detained, the court in- 
dicated that her honesty and veracity had 
been openly and repeatedly challenged. If 
she had gone out before exoneration, her 
departure well might have been inter- 
preted by the lookers-on as an admission 
of guilt, or of circumstances from which 
guilt might be inferred. The situation was 
in the control of the defendant. 

In your case, Lionel, the facts indicate 
that your detention was undertaken even 
though they had no probable cause to 
think you had stolen property. Even if they 
had a suspicion that you were working in 
concert with your friend, the guards soon 
determined that you had stolen nothing 
and detained you anyways for the purpose 
of forcing you to have your friend return. 
This is an improper use of force and an act 
of improper detention. Therefore, the facts 
strongly suggest that you were falsely im- 
prisoned. 

You are entitled to recover damages 
from the store (because the guards were 
acting in the “scope and course” of their 
employment) for the impact upon you, in- 
cluding the embarrassment you suffered in 
front of your classmates. Given that the 


~s With probable cause, a storekeeper 
may detain a shoplifting suspect fora 
reasonable amount of time to conduct an 
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store security guards held you to force you 
to call your friends, their conduct at that 
point was in conscious disregard of your 
rights and, under California Civil Code Sec- 
tion 3294, it subjects them to punitive dam- 
ages. 

As the manager immediately caused you 
to be released, It does not appear that the 
store ratified their conduct (said It was ac- 


ceptable) and, whether the store would also 
be liable for punitive damages Is doubttul 
unless they had a pattern and practice of 
acting this way. 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of the 
Dolan Law Firm. Email questions to help@ 
dolanlawfirm.com. 
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The Most Important Meal of the Year 
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The MIDWAY 900 Marin St. San Francisco 94114 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


New Year’s Eve is when people 
go alittle wild, pouring Champagne 
through the holes in each other’s over- 
sized novelty glasses in the shape of a 
number. (Or, in the vein of a certain Ab- 
Fab episode, it’s where people call it a 
night at 12:02 a.m.) Either way, along 
with St. Patrick's Day, it’s one of the nights 
that true partiers sometimes disparage as 
amateur hour, a playground for people 
who can't keep their shit together for the 
long haul. 

That’s because New Year’s Day is for 
rock stars. Breakfast of Champions, the 
daylong, daytime party that started 
18 years and several venues ago, packs 
some 6,000 people into The Midway, 
an enormous Dogpatch venue with a 
fairly liberal policy toward bringing in 
your own drums (for this one, at least). 
Thrown by the Burning Man collective 
Space Cowboys, BoC has two indoor 
stages and enough street closures to 
warrant a third, outdoor stage — plus 
bars, food trucks, and a local design- 
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er pop-up, all of which makes it the 
biggest event on The Midway’s calen- 
dar. So from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., people 
who snatched a few hours of sleep 
from Baby New Year’s crib join the 
even-more-determined set who haven't 
gone to bed at all for 12 hours of art, 
music, and general rowdiness. And the 
fact that it falls on a Monday morning 
this year makes it all the more sweet. 

“T like to give people more than 
they’re expecting,’ Midway founder 
and president Jeff Whitmore says. 
“When someone's going to the Fillmore 
or the Warfield or the Fox, they know 
exactly what they’re getting. ... With 
the Midway, we’re looking to give a lot 
of surprises.” 

He notes that his team is still build- 
ing out the venue, but this year’s Break- 
fast of Champions — or next year’s, 
technically — includes an “exhibition 
kitchen-slash-screening room,’ for 
artists like Marpi (of Digital Obscure) 
to create immersive, interactive pieces. 
This evolution, from a proving ground 
for raves to a space with ever-higher 
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artistic aspirations, took two leaps for- 
ward in 2017. Future Fires’ Luminary, 
an “experiential arts and technology 
Happening,” took place twice this year, 
with artists like Can Buyukberber cre- 
ating huge installations on the gallery 
walls that seemed to change the ven- 
ue’s dimensions. 
“T’m behind 200 
to 300 people who 
are watching this 
mapped visual,” 
Whitmore recalls, 


Breakfast of Champions 
Monday, Jan. 1,6a.m.-6 





derground and Jean-Michel Basquiat 
might paint a venue with Keith Haring 
then DJ the same night, Whitmore 
says he wanted to re-create the feel of 
clubs like the Purple Barge. That was an 
actual boat on which you could explore 
the nooks and crannies and find your- 
self facing the audience from behind 

a band as it per- 
formed. He and his 
partners opened up 
Mighty (now Great 
Northern) and, 


“and you're sure this p.m., at The Midway, 900 later, Public Works, 
wall shoots off a Marin St. $19.99-$45; before tackling The 
foot-and-a-half. I’m themidwaysf.com Midway. Of Mighty, 


even looking at it 

knowing it’s a flat 

wall, thinking, “Wait 

a second, did something happen while I 
was gone a few hours?’ ” 

Buyukberber, Whitmore adds, 
“produces beautiful things that aren’t 
there.” 

Having grown up in Manhattan at 
the tail end of the 1980s scene, when 
punk and hip-hop coexisted in the un- 
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Whitmore says the 

Utah Street location 

initially threw some 
people for a loop even though it was 
only a five-minute walk from DNA 
Lounge, and that “it was one of the first 
spaces that so many of these under- 
ground groups felt comfortable” in. 

One act Whitmore would love to 

book is the Flaming Lips, and not 
merely because he’s a fan of frontman 


Wayne Coyne’s loopy antics, like 
entering a giant bubble on stage. 
(Whitmore did see them 30 years 
ago, however, when “they were 
this feedback-noise band, like 
The Jesus and Mary Chain.”) It’s 
also because Coyne is a filmmak- 
er, and that cross-disciplinarity 
appeals. 

“The Midway, we hope, be- 
comes a space where we get a 
band like the Flaming Lips in 
there and have their perfor- 
mance, but also have them curate 
a whole day,” Whitmore says. 
“We'd have a mini-Flaming Lips 
festival one day, where we’ve got 
Wayne showing some films in 
the screening rooms. Somebody 
else might be painting in the 
band, and we've got nine artist's 
studios.” 

To that end, The Midway un- 
dertook Envelop, a 360-degree 
audio experience with an enor- 
mous and complicated soundsys- 
tem capable of separating any 
stereo recording into its compo- 
nent parts, effectively rendering 
everything into an orchestra. 

On Sunday, Dec. 17, it’ll become 
home to a listening experience 
with the art-nerd’s ultimate 
guilty pleasure: Pink Floyd’s Dark 
Side of the Moon. (It’s long since 
sold out, sadly.) 

“It was like a tornado around 
me, Whitmore says of his first 
time in the room. “I was losing my bal- 
ance, stone-cold sober, just because of 
the way they played with the sound.” 

Meanwhile, on New Year’s Eve it- 
self, The Midway hosts the Bay Area's 
own experimental world-music group 
Beats Antique. So the next few weeks 
are big ones in terms of solidifying The 
Midway’s position in the scene. And 
Breakfast of Champions has morphed 
considerably since its inception early in 
the millennium at a long-gone restau- 
rant-slash-club on Florida Street called 
Whisper that’s now home to Charles 
Chocolates. 

“It’s graduated up through a few 
different spaces and I’m very lucky that 
it’s settled right now with The Midway,” 
Whitmore says. “I remember going to 
some of the early Breakfast of Champi- 
ons, and it was the first daytime party 
I'd ever been to on New Year’s that 
wasn't involving aunts and uncles and 


football.” 


pkane@sfweekly.com 
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Art 


By Jonathan Curiel 


There Is No Alas Where I Live 

Dec. 14-Jan. 27, at Jenkins Johnson 

Gallery, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com 

Curated by Ann Jastrab, the long- 

time gallery director at RayKo Photo 
Center, this exhibit features nine artists 
whose work embodies a sentiment that 
Jastrab finds so illuminating in The- 
odore Roethke’s poem called I Need, I 
Need, where the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poet writes that there’s no room in life 
for pity or the idea of “alas.” Jastrab sees 
that sentiment in Wedding Party, We- 
saam Al-Badry’s photo of celebration in 
the economically challenged Mississippi 
Delta; in Hombre con tuba y chuya, Pacca- 
rik Orue’s photo of a musician in Cerro 
de Pasco, a city in central Peru that’s 
been degraded through mining; and in 
other images that pinpoint people and 
moments that belie an easy interpreta- 
tion. “You can’t be alive, truly alive,” Jas- 
trab has said, “and use that word, ‘alas, ” 


Lynn Hershman Leeson: 
VertiGhost 
Dec. 16-March 25, at the Legion of 
Honor, legionofhonor.famsf.org 
Hitchcock’s Vertigo centers around a 
detective (Jimmy Stewart) who follows 
a mysterious woman (Kim Novak) who 
takes him, in a crucial scene, to the Le- 
gion of Honor, where she’s enraptured 
by a painting, Portrait of Carlotta, that 
eerily resembles herself. Same hair bun. 
Same bouquet. The Fine Arts Museums 
commissioned artist and filmmaker 
Lynn Hershman Leeson to make a 
movie about authenticity and identity 
that uses Vertigo as a jumping-off point, 
and Leeson incorporates an extant copy 
of Portrait of Carlotta; the museums’ 
Pierre-Edouard Baranowski, a painting 
by Modigliani whose provenance was 
questioned for many years; recreated 
scenes; and interviews with art experts 
and a psychologist. “VertiGhost” also 
includes a blurred version of Portrait of 
Carlotta with a camera that records Le- 
gion of Honor art-goers and adds them 
to Leeson’s film and to a hologram that 
will go out into the Legion, into the de 
Young near Pierre-Edouard Baranowski, 
and onto a website. 


Way Bay 
Jan. 17-May 6, at BAMPFA, 
bampfa.org 
With “Way Bay,’ BAMPFA is at- 
tempting something that has apparently 
never been done at a major Bay Area 
arts institution. The show surveys the 
region's arts and culture by going back 
three centuries, so that Ohlone work 
has as much significance as pieces by 
well-known artists of the 20th century 
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Paul Fusco, Untitled, 
from the series RFK 
Funeral Train, 1968, 
printed 2008. © ** 
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(like Joan Brown, Jay DeFeo, and Rich- 
ard Diebenkorn), those of lesser-known 
modern artists, and work by people who 
straddle different categories and genres. 
It’s especially keen on people like Daniel 
Higgs and Kyle Ranson, the tattoo- and 
graffiti-influenced artists who collab- 
orated for years on a collection of odd 
drawings. The exhibit, which puts many 
women and people of color at the center, 
“is not a conventional historical survey,” 
BAMPFA Director and Chief Curator 
Lawrence Rinder, who co-organized 

the exhibition, has said, “but rather an 
open-ended and provocative attempt to 
reveal hidden currents and connections 
among works from disparate times, 
cultures, and communities.” 


The Train: 
RFK’s Last Journey 
March17-June 10 at SFMOMA, 
sfmoma.org 
The assassinations of John F. Ken- 
nedy (1963) and Robert F. Kennedy 
(1968) were seminal moments in 
American history — wretched events 
documented by a mass media in which 
photography and television were 
increasingly the medium of choice. 
Who can forget the photo of Lyndon 
B. Johnson being sworn in aboard Air 
Force One? Or the photo of 3-year-old 
John F. Kennedy Jr. saluting his fa- 
ther’s casket? In this exhibit, SFMOMA 
devotes the space to three projects that 
revisit RFK’s last journey: the train trip 
that took his body from New York to 
Washington, D.C. for burial. Along 
with photojournalist Paul Fusco’s 
images of grieving people who greeted 
the train along its route, “The Train: 
RFK’s Last Journey” features newly re- 
visited photos and home movies from 
mourners who recorded the train, and 
a new, seven-minute re-enactment of 
the wrenching trip. 


Carolyn Drake: Wild Pigeon 
March 17-Sept. 23 at SFMOMA, 
sfmoma.org 

The mountainous region of China 
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that many Uyghur (WEE-GORE) 
people call Uyghuristan is a Mus- 
lim-majority area where they speak 

a Turkic language. Historically, it’s 
been a crossroads of cultures and 
wars — as it is today, with Beijing 
bringing in Han Chinese to de-pop- 
ulate Uyghuristan as a Uyghur-ma- 
jority area. American photographer 
Carolyn Drake visited the region 
(which is also called the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region) on 

and off between 2007 and 2013, and 
her images became collaborations as 
she asked people to pencil, sketch, 
and otherwise reassemble them. She 
called her project “Wild Pigeon,” after 
a fable written by a Uyghur author, 
Nurmuhemmet Yasin, who Chinese 
authorities jailed for inciting separat- 
ism. Yasin reportedly died in prison. 
This exhibit promises to be full of the 
regions life. 


RESPECT: 
Hip-Hop Style & Wisdom 
March 24-Aug. 12 at the Oakland 
Museum of California, 
museumca.org 
In Shea Serrano’s widely acclaimed 
The Rap Year Book, Ice-T writes that, 
“Rap’s gonna be around forever. I don’t 
know where it’s headed, though.” In- 
stead of prognostication, it’s easier to 
look back and reflect on the moment 
— which this exhibit will do, not just 
on rap but the whole hip-hop move- 
ment, which is almost 50 years old. 
“RESPECT” shines a spotlight on Bay 
Area artists who contributed to hip- 
hop’s ongoing development and takes 
a big-picture look at the movement 
with photography, art, and artifacts 
from hip-hop’s early days. Art-goers 
can even practice hip-hop in a per- 
formance space with beat-making 
turntables that the museum is calling 
“Hip-Hop Dojo.” Demonstrations 
and workshops are also scheduled in 
what will be a “hands-on” and “feet- 
on” exhibit. 
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Books 


By Zack Ruskin 


The Doomsday Machine 
By Daniel Ellsberg 
Dec. 5, Bloomsbury USA 
Daniel Ellsberg will forever be 
known as the whistle-blower who 
exposed the world to the Pentagon 
Papers. The former Defense Depart- 
ment consultant returns decades 
later with The Doomsday Machine, 
a memoir that chronicles the U.S. 
nuclear program as it was envisioned 
in the 1960s. Created during the 
Eisenhower and Kennedy presiden- 
cies, this strategy is horrifyingly still 
largely unchanged from the Cold 
War. Ellsberg presents his thoughts 
on how best to dismantle a program 
that could lead to global annihilation, 
while once again proving how deeply 
disturbing and radically ignorant our 
country’s leaders are when it comes 
to thermonuclear warfare. 


The Largesse of the Sea 
Maiden: Stories 
By Denis Johnson 
Jan. 16, Random House 
Finished shortly before John- 
son's death, The Largesse of the Sea 
represents a new collection of short 
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stories from one of the medium’s 
undisputed masters. A two-time 
Pulitzer Prize finalist and National 
Book Award winner, Johnson’s work 
plumbs the brevity of the medium to 
explore the depths of humanity in all 
its splendor and sorrow. This latest 
collection is no exception, offering 

a new cast of characters chiseled 
from ink and asked to grapple with 
life’s smallest and most profound 
moments. While knowing we'll never 
get another book from Johnson is 
certainly hard news to take, it makes 
this final gift from one of modern lit- 
erature’s most notable names all the 
more precious. 


The Monk of Mokha 
By Dave Eggers 
Jan. 30, Knopf 
Readers of Dave Eggers know that 
no two books from the San Francisco 
author are ever exactly alike. From his 
debut memoir to a novel focused on 
a fictional Facebook and nonfiction 
works chronicling everything from 
the Lost Boys of Sudan to the after- 
math of Hurricane Katrina, there 
is no subject Eggers isn’t willing to 
tackle. With The Monk of Mokha, he 
has pivoted back to nonfiction with 
the story of a Yemeni immigrant in 
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San Francisco who returns to his 
home country in search of answers 
only to find war has trapped him 
there. A compelling narrative struck 
through with Eggers’ signature whim- 
sy and empathy, this work is a fitting 
companion to his numerous literary 
triumphs. 


Brave 
By Rose McGowan 
Jan.30, HarperOne 
Anyone who may have forgotten 
about the actress from Jawbreaker 
and Scream certainly remembers her 
now. Rose McGowan has become a 
central thread in the ongoing demo- 
lition of Hollywood's sexual abusers 
and predators. Never afraid to speak 
the truth — but only now being 
listened to in earnest — McGowan 
is the face of celebrities and citizens 
alike who are breaking the chain of 
silence. Thus the timing for Brave, a 
memoir sure to include McGowan’s 
encounters with Weinstein and a film 
industry at large eager to turn a blind 
eye at every turn, couldn't be better. 
McGowan’s may work as an actress 
less than she used to, but her work 
as an advocate and activist is only 
beginning. 


Feel Free: Essays 
By Zadie Smith 
Feb. 6, Penguin Press 
Readers know that a new Zadie 
Smith book is always a cause for cele- 
bration. In the case of Feel Free, Smith 


has assembled a number of essays 
previously published in esteemed out- 
lets like The New Yorker and The New 
York Review of Books. Organized into 
five categories — In the World, In 

the Audience, In the Gallery, On the 
Bookshelf, and Feel Free — these es- 
says demonstrate that Smith remains 
at the top of her game. Covering a 
slew of topics that range from Twitter 
to book review to global warming, the 
work collected in Feel Free isn’t merely 
the guts of a “best of” but rather ap- 
pointment reading from a ceaselessly 
brilliant and incisive voice. 


Bizarre Romance 
By Audrey Niffenegger, illus- 
trated by Eddie Campbell 
Mar. 20, Abrams 
Perhaps one of literature’s most 
underrated power couples, it’s 
surprising it’s taken this long for 
author Audrey Niffenegger (The Time 
Traveler's Wife) and illustrator Eddie 
Campbell (From Hell) to collaborate 
on a book. With Bizarre Romance, the 
wait is finally over. Encompassing 
16 stories of love told through Niff- 
enegger’s words and Campbell’s art, 
this slim volume takes readers from 
dark fairy tales to days long ago in 
exploring the joyous, maddening, 
and universal ways in which love 
defines us all. A master class in sto- 
rytelling from two of the medium’s 
most celebrated talents, Bizarre 
Romance is a book you'll return to 
again and again. 
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Comedy 


By Zack Ruskin 


Bill Murray, 
Jan Vogler & Friends 
Dec. 8, The Masonic, sfmasonic.com 
Fans know a chance to see the 
brilliant and enigmatic Bill Murray 
doesn’t come often. Teaming up with 
renowned cellist Jan Vogler, violinist 
Mira Wang, and pianist Vanessa Pe- 
rez, Murray presents a program that 
“showcases the core of the American 
values in literature and music.” At a 
performance earlier this year at Fes- 
tival Napa Valley, Murray recited pas- 
sages from Mark Twain, sang a few 
ditties from Leonard Bernstein’s West 
Side Story, and later handed out roses 
to members of the crowd. It boggles 
the mind why anyone wouldn't do 
everything they can to bask, even 
momentarily, in Murray’s infectious 
magic. 


Maria Bamford 
Dec. 17, Palace of Fine Arts, 
ticketmaster.com 
Maria Bamford is, simply put, one 
of the best stand-up comics working 
today. Drawing heavily from her own 
struggles with mental illness, Bam- 
ford’s material is both deeply personal 
and brilliantly funny. Her knack for 
voices — be it a stuck-up Gap employ- 
ee or her well-meaning but misguided 
mother — is second to none, and 
the way she infuses difficult topics 
with empathy and laughs galore is 
truly something to behold. It’s hard to 
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imagine another comic who could have 
successfully pulled off taping a major 
comedy special performed in her par- 
ents’ living room with only her mother 
and father as an audience. 


Greg Proops 
Dec. 28-31, Punch Line, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com 
Greg Proops is a San Francisco 
treasure. Sure, he may call L.A. home 
these days, but the Bay Area will al- 
ways be the place where he first made 
a name for himself as a hyper-intelli- 
gent, bitter wordsmith. Be it the lat- 
est woes of the San Francisco Giants 
or the death of an obscure but notable 
jazz musician, give Proops a topic and 
stand back. Behind those ubiquitous 
black glasses is one of the brightest 
comedians in the business — or, as 
the title of his podcast proclaims, “The 
Smartest Man in the World.” Making 
his annual New Year’s Eve run at The 
Punch Line, Proops is an ideal choice 
for anyone who prefers zingers to fire- 
works. 


San Francisco Sketchfest 
Jan. 11-28, multiple venues, 
sfsketchfest.com 
A mere paragraph could never 
begin to encompass the staggering 
array of comedy being offered at 
this year’s San Francisco Sketchfest. 
One of the finest comedy festivals 
on the planet, Sketchfest is home to 
live podcast tapings, movie tributes, 
surreal sketch troupes, game shows, 
concerts, and much, much more. A 
few of the numerous highlights for the 
2018 edition include a tribute to Jane 
Lynch, a cast reunion celebrating the 
40th anniversary of Animal House, 
stand-up from Janeane Garofalo, and 
an evening honoring television legend 
Dick Cavett. Whoever you are, what- 
ever youre into, there is something at 
Sketchfest for you. 





Ricky Gervais 
Jan. 24-25, The Masonic, 
sfmasonic.com 
It may not take a lot to offend 
celebrities, but The Office creator 
Ricky Gervais took things to a whole 
new level as a four-time host of the 
Golden Globes. He is also known for 
his work in film and television, and 
has anchored a number of popular 
podcasts. With the world nearing 
dumpster-fire levels of unraveling, 
the moment for Gervais to hit San 
Francisco for two evenings seems 
ideal. While the easily offended are 
advised to steer clear, most folks 
will enjoy the truth that underscores 
Gervais’ poisonous barbs and daring 
one-liners. Not one to appear on 
tour in the U.S. very often, this is a 
rare chance to see Gervais live in all 


his wicked glory. 


The Roast of Heklina 
Feb. 17, Castro Theatre, 
peacheschrist.com 
Heklina is San Francisco drag 
royalty, perhaps best known as the 
co-owner of Oasis nightclub and 
for playing Dorothy Zbornak in 
the city’s best holiday tradition, 
The Golden Girls: The Christmas 
Episodes. Now, after booking them 
at her club for years, the time has 
finally come for Heklina to have 
her wig snatched by some of drag’s 
biggest stars. Scheduled to roast 
the ever-loving shit out of her are 
San Francisco’s own Peaches Christ 
and Sister Roma, as well as RuPaul’s 
Drag Race alumni Jinx Monsoon, 
Katya Zamolodchikova, and Detox. 
Julie Brown will also get some digs 
in, and Jackie Beat will emcee the 
whole ordeal. There are not enough 
cocktails in the world to get you 
ready for this historical evening of 
mayhem, mascara, and mirth. 
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Star Wars: The Last Jedi 


Film 


By Sherilyn Connelly 


The Shape of Water 
December 8 
The last time a fantasy director on 
uncertain domestic box-office ground 
made a merperson-themed film was M. 
Night Shyamalan's The Lady in the Water. 
Guillermo del Toro is a lot of things, but 
he’s no Shyamalan. 


Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
December15 
Remember when everyone was all 
like, “The second film in the new trilogy 
is going to be super-dark because The 
Empire Strikes Back was?” We have one 
word for you: Porgs. 


The Post 
December 22 
This historical drama about the 

release of the Pentagon Papers — with 
Tom Hanks as Washington Post editor 
Ben Bradlee, the role he was born to play 
— is Steven Spielberg’s first appearance 
on this list. Sadly, it will not be his last. 


Phantom Thread 
December 27 
The new Paul Thomas Anderson film 
about fashion designer Cristdbal Balen- 
ciaga is by all accounts Daniel Day-Lewis’ 
last role. Rumor has it Day-Lewis is also 
dead sexy in it, so he’s going out with a 
bang of bangability. 


Insidious: The Last Key 
Fuck You, It’s January 5 
Because of course the month where 
cinema goes to die kicks off with a horror 
film whose subtitle implies it’s the last of 
the series. Uh-huh. Yeah. Suuuuuuure. 


Paddington 2 
Fuck You, It’s January 12 
A misleading sequel subtitle is one 
thing, but nothing says “We’re not even 
trying anymore’ like just slapping a 
number at the end, especially in 2018. 
Is there no end to your mischief, Harvey 
Weinstein? 


12 Strong 
Fuck You, It’s January 19 
Question: How come this macho war 
film is being released on Jan. 19 and not 
on Jan. 12, considering its title? Answer: 
You don’t mess with Paddington 2. 


Maze Runner: The Death Cure 
Fuck You, It’s January 26 
Of all the YA books that tried and 

failed to replicate the cinematic success 
of The Hunger Games, who would have 
guessed that this series would have such 
legs? Sure, the verb “run” is right there in 
the title, but still. 
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SF IndieFest 
February 1-15 
Our homegrown festival of “the most 
innovative, new independent films 
and digital programs from around the 
world” returns for year 20. Among the 
bro-friendly events is the annual Super 
Bowl: Men In Tights party, just the title 
of which is funny because men don’t wear 
tights! See what they did there? Humilia- 
tion via implied blurring of strict gender 
lines = Komedy! 


Winchester: The House That Ghosts 
Built 
February2 
The subtitle suggests the Winchester 
Mystery House was built by ghosts, 
but the synopsis says it was built as an 
asylum for ghosts. At least be consistent 
with your nonsense, movie. 


Fifty Shades Freed 
February9 
The book-and-film series that 
launched a thousand thinkpieces about 
the nature of BDSM and consent “con- 
cludes,” just like the Insidious series is 
totally going to. 


Early Man 
February 16 
The new stop-motion animated film 
by Wallace & Gromit’s Nick Park is his 
first feature since 2005’s Curse of the 
Were-Rabbit, and only his third overall. 
The chap takes his time, and it shows. 


Noise Pop 
February 19-25 
Now at the age which has neither 
an anniversary stone nor any famous 
deaths associated with it, the 26th year 
of this festival of music and music-re- 
lated things will probably once again 
include a slate of interesting-looking 
documentaries, but the full (film) line- 
up wasn’t available at the time of this 
writing. 


The War with Grandpa 
February 23 
Let’s count the red flags: pushed back 
from October (one); a Robert De Niro 


comedy (two) from the director of Gar- 
field: A Tale of Two Kitties (three), and 





Courtesy of Disney 


the 2007 Alvin and the Chipmunks (four), 
and Grumpy Cat’s Worst Christmas Ever 
(fuck all). 


Death Wish 
March2 
Also pushed back from last fall, this 
time because of guns — guns! Have you 
enjoyed a gun today? — everything 
about Eli Roth directing Bruce Willis 
in a Death Wish remake scripted by 
the screenwriter of The A-Team sounds 
wrong. And yet... 


A Wrinkle in Time 

March 9 
It’s surprising that Madeleine LEn- 

gle’s classic children’s book has never 

received a proper adaptation until now, 
but considering that it’s being directed 

by Selma and The 13th’s Ava DuVernay, it 
will almost certainly be worth the wait. 


Tomb Raider 
March 16 
Sure, Warcraft and Assassin’s Creed 

both tanked domestically while this film 
was still in production, but teen boys 
weren't as likely to masturbate to anyone 
in those movies as they are to the sexy 
Ex Machina robot lady as video game lady 
Lara Croft. 


Pacific Rim: Uprising 
March 23 
Guillermo Del Toro’s robots-ver- 

sus-monsters slugfest was the only big 
“blowin’ things up real good” movie of 
2013 to remember that blowin’ things up 
real good also needs to be fun. Judging 
from the trailers, this Toro-free sequel 
has forgotten it. 


Ready Player One 
March 30 
When Steven Spielberg adapts a 
book, it sometimes works (Lincoln) and 
sometimes doesn’t (The BFG), but you 
usually get why he’s trying. In the 
case of Ernest Cline’s horribly-writ- 
ten memberberry-crumble of mascu- 
line 1980s nostalgia, it makes not a 
damn bit of sense. Jaws wasn’t a very 
good book either, but the disparity 
between the director and the source 
material has seldom been wider. 
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By Elle Carroll 





Julien Baker 
Tuesday, Dec. 12, at The Fillmore 
Selling authenticity, sincerity, 
and piano-driven ballads about 
heartbreak is no small feat in our 
aggressively cynical and disillu- 
sioned age. That has not prevented 
Julien Baker from pulling it off. The 
22-year-old folk songwriter released 
her second studio album, Turn 
Out The Lights, earlier this year, 
plunging into a more robust sound 
without leaving behind the sparse, 
evocative folk that first won over 
fans. Baker has always made excel- 
lent music to cry to, but her new 
work reflects a hard-won emotional 
resilience. The best part? Said resil- 
ience comes packaged in some of 
her strongest arrangements yet. 


The Garden 
Sunday, Dec. 31, 
at Bottom of the Hill 
Although New Year’s Eve is fre- 
quently as an excuse for sensible 
people to mix a few substances 
and thrash around to a superstar 
producer with 1,000 of their closest 
friends, that is not your only option 
for ringing in 2018. The Southern 
California weirdo-pop group The 
Garden flies north for this year’s 
festivities, bringing their erratic 
post-punk-slash-art-rock with 
them. Live, the duo — consisting of 
unsettlingly identical twins Wyatt 
and Fletcher Shears — combine 
vaudeville costuming with eye- 
brow-raising acrobatics and sheer 


Spoon plays 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
at The Masonic 
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volume. Pro tip: Garden shows are 
entertaining no matter where you 
stand, but don’t push to the front 
unless you want to rage in the pit. 


Spoon 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
at The Masonic 
At this point in the band’s 
career, Spoon can officially start 
bragging about their longevity. The 
four-piece has spent the last 20-odd 
years stacking their discography full 
of rock-solid albums, successfully 
trying on new aesthetics while 
remaining sure of their established 
sound. Released this spring, Hot 
Thoughts, Spoon’s ninth album, 
flirts with electronica and disco 
while giving ample space to each 
element of the band’s carefully con- 
structed rock songwriting. The re- 
sults are complex, layered, spacious, 
and easily one of the band’s most 
enjoyable (and danceable) records 
to date. 


St. Vincent 
Monday, Jan. 22, at BillGraham 
Civic Auditorium 
The success of St. Vincent’s 2014 
self-titled album catapulted her 
from critical darling to bona fide 
indie-rock superstar, and she outdid 
herself (and that album) with the 
release of this year’s MASSEDUC- 
TION. That said, the lauded guitar- 
ist and songwriter isn’t playing it 
safe at the biggest venues she has 
ever headlined. She whipped up a 
flurry of extremely mixed opinions 
at her sold-out London date — 
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Japanese Breakfastplays with Jay Som 
Thursday, Feb. 22, at Gray Area 


detractors thought her band-free, 
backing track-powered set was 
essentially glorified karaoke; NME 
declared it “a total triumph.” Either 
way, she made her tour into one of 
the most hotly anticipated and 
talked-about shows of the season. 
For St. Vincent, the only way is up. 


The Mynabirds 

Thursday, Jan. 25, at Café du Nord 

The term “indie pop” has more 
or less expired as a useful term in 
recent years — as would any term 
used to describe both Lorde and 
She & Him. It nevertheless remains 
the most useful term for The My- 
nabirds, the project of multi-in- 
strumentalist Laura Burhenn. A 
classically trained pianist and for- 
mer touring member of Bright Eyes, 
Burhenn honed her skills as part of 
the Washington, D.C., music scene 
before committing to her solo work. 
What followed was a steady stream 
of records filled with pop as struc- 
tural and intelligent as it is soulful 
and shimmering. Might we recom- 
mend her cover — er, “full-fledged 
transformation” is more like it — of 
Creedence Clearwater Revival’s “Bad 
Moon Rising.” 





Tyler, The Creator 
& Vince Staples 
Sunday and Monday, Jan. 28-29, 
at The Armory 
Clearly unsatisfied with releasing 
two of the best hip-hop albums of 
the year, Tyler, The Creator and 
Vince Staples created a mini-hyste- 
ria with the announcement of their 
co-headlining tour. (As in, their Bay 
Area show sold out so quickly that 
the rappers added a second date 
less than a week after the initial 
announcement.) The pairing makes 
sense, and not just because of their 
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involvement with Odd Future. 
Both embrace the avant-garde and 
the straight-up bizarre; both have 
been hailed as bona fide geniuses 
and provocateurs in the press. The 
shared bill is a predictable combina- 
tion, to be sure, but no less thrilling 
for it. 


Japanese Breakfast & Jay Som 
Thursday, Feb. 22, at Gray Area 
Japanese Breakfast’s Michelle 

Zauner and Jay Som’s Melina 
Duterte have spent plenty of time 
on the road together, but co-head- 
lining venues is a new joint venture 
for the friends and occasional 
collaborators. Both Zauner and 
Duterte are continually declared 
bold new voices in indie rock and, 
as Asian-American women, in- 
dicative of the genre’s changing 
face and expanding limits. Both 
songwriters specialize in intimate, 
dreamlike songwriting and splicing 
open traumatic pasts and mundane 
moments. Sweetness and substance 
ensue. 


Porches 
Monday and Tuesday, March 5-6, 
at The Chapel 
If the few singles Porches’ Aaron 
Maine released this year are any 
indication, indie rock is as open 
as ever to embracing the weird. A 
mainstay on the underground and 
DIY circuit for years, Maine never 
felt obliged to confine himself to 
its limits. Instead, the songwriter 
spent the last two years venturing 
further into sparse, electronic terri- 
tory with Krautrock-esque idiosyn- 
crasies and New Wave-referencing 
synth sparkle. Expect the evolution 
to continue with the release of his 
anticipated third album, The House, 
next year. 
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FlashPlays! Annual Winter 
Micro-Play Festival 
Dec. 16-17, at The Dennis 
Gallagher Arts Pavilion, 
playwrightsfoundation.org 
The Playwrights Foundation’s 
eighth annual FlashPlays! winter festi- 
val returns with more than 80 plays — 
each one lasting around a minute. The 
festival is a benefit for the Playwrights 
Foundation and a celebration of San 
Francisco by a diverse group of Bay Area 
writers, including Anthony Clarvoe, 
Britney Frazier, Patricia Milton, Tanya 
Shaffer, Jonathan Spector, and Michael 
Gene Sullivan. 


Collective Rage: A Play in Five 
Betties 
Jan. 8-9, at Shotgun Players, 
shotgunplayers.org 
In these staged readings, five embat- 
tled Betties declaim their angry set of 
frustrations. To have a better sense of 
the subject matter, it’s worth reading the 
entire subtitle: In Essence a Queer and 
Occasionally Hazardous Exploration; Do 
You Remember When You Were in Middle 
School and You Read About Shackleton and 
How He Explored the Antarctic?; Imagine 
the Antarctic as a Pussy and It’s Sort of 
Like That. This is one effort at hastening 
the patriarchy’s sure and steady decline. 


In Event of Moon Disaster 
Jan. 3-28, at Z Space, zspace.org 
Mugwumpin, the San Francisco 

theater and performance company, is 
about to land at Z Space. Advance pho- 
tographs feature a violin player with a 
giant moon mask in place of her head, 
and five troupe members in space cos- 
tumes. They’re interested in questions 
such as “What lies beneath our desire to 
leave Earth?” and “When you look at the 
moon, what do you see?” 


The Birthday Party 
Jan. 10-Feb. 4, atA.C.T., act-sf.org 
What better season to revive a Har- 
old Pinter play than in the bleak mid- 
winter? His frightfully English idea of a 
birthday party is very far removed from 
your standard-issue American celebra- 
tion. No candy colors or bright balloons 
infest the rafters of this moldering 
seaside boarding house. As the party 
guests start to arrive, so, too, does the 
atmosphere of menace and doom. 


Louie Anderson: Dear Dad 
Jan. 10-14, at A.C.T.’s Strand Theater, 
act-sf.org 

Casting Louie Anderson as Zach 
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Galifianakis’ mother in the TV series 
Baskets was an absurd but winning idea. 
Last year, Anderson received an Emmy 
for the performance. In this solo show, 
he adapts his 1991 memoir of the same 
name, addressing his late father, an alco- 
holic and failed musician, in a series of 
humorous yet poignant anecdotes. 


Latin Standards 
Jan. 11-28, at 
Brava Theater Center, brava.org 
The tagline for Marga Gomez’s 12th 
solo play reads “Cuban Dad. Lesbian 
Kid.” Gomez revisits the paternal territo- 
ry she explored in 1995's A Line Around 
the Block, but her perspective has shifted. 
In this production, she concentrates on 
the inheritance she received from her 
late father — i.e., his showbiz ambitions 
and accomplishments — and how they 
fueled her own. 


Still at Risk 
Jan. 19-Feb. 25, at New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, nctcsf.org 
Broadway composer and lyricist 
Michael Friedman died on Sept. 9 at 
age 41, from HIV/AIDS-related compli- 
cations. While there are effective drug 
therapies that stave off the virus for 
years, there’s still no cure. Tim Pinck- 
ney’s new play explores the life of an 
activist who survived the initial crisis, 
and his renewed sense of purpose in an 
era dominated by PrEP prescriptions 
and short attention spans. 


The Cutting Ball Variety Pack 
Feb. 2-13, at the EXIT on Taylor, 
cuttingball.com 


eth 
6 


a >a 


35 


Photo by Fabian Echevarria 


For two weeks of “collaboration and 
exploration,’ theater geeks, devotees, 
and casual voyeurs alike can witness the 
creative process together. Cutting Ball 
has designed three different approaches 
for audiences and makers to go behind 
the scenes. The Directors, Playwrights, 
and Reading Series present new, experi- 
mental performances — combining the- 
ater, music, and movement — and pre- 
viously unpublished works in progress. 


Office Hour 
Feb. 22-March 25, at Berkeley Rep, 
berkeleyrep.org 
Two years after the successful run of 
Aubergine, Julia Cho returns to Berkeley 
Rep with Office Hour. This time the L.A. 
playwright centers the story around 
a professor and her troubled, isolated 
student. Her coworkers and his class- 
mates all come to fear and distrust his 
antisocial behavior. The scenario is less 
Goodbye, Mr. Chips and more We Need to 
Talk About Kevin, with careful attention 
paid to identity politics. 


Dance of the Holy Ghosts 
March 9-31, at Ubuntu Theater 
Project, ubuntutheaterproject.com 
In a recent production of Black Odys- 
sey, Marcus Gardley incorporated song 
into his visionary retelling of Homer’s 
epic. The playwright, who grew up in 
West Oakland, includes gospel and 
the blues in Dance of the Holy Ghosts. 
Ata memorial service, a man and his 
estranged grandson come to terms with 
each other and the ghosts that haunt 
them both. 
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LAST NITE! 2000S INDIE DANCE 
: PARTY 


= Dec. 8, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Make-Out Room, 3225 
- 22nd St. $5-$10; lastnight00s.com 


Mix equal parts teen angst, Arctic Monkeys, and MySpace 

together, then bake for the same amount of time that 

LimeWire was a thing, and you'll get the early 2000s. 

Luckily for everyone who considers themselves a millen- 

nial, Make-Out Room is bringing back Last Nite, an ode to 

all indie bands from the pre-iPhone era put on by the two 
—...., .... thatdoit best: DJ Jamie Jams and Rocky. Make sure not 
pie pean ins “Ss to forget your Tamagotchi and worst dance moves. 
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100 UNDER 100 GROUP ART SHOW 


Dec. 7, 4-10 p.m., Fleet Wood SF, 839 Larkin St. Free; instagram. 
com/fleetwood-sf/ 


Fleetwood SF is back to host another packed show that abides by the three As: 
awesome, affordable, and art. (Also tacos, but mostly art.) The gallery has com- 
piled more than 100 pieces made by Bay Area artists at below-three-digit 
prices. Many of these creatives have chosen to donate a portion of the sales to- 
ward North Bay fire relief, and Fleetwood will also donate its gallery percent- 
age. It’s hard to say no to benefitting local artists while dancing to DJs spinning 
all night, with a taco from Alfaro’s in one hand. 


SUNDAY 12/10 





THE GREAT DICKENS CHRISTMAS FAIR 


Dec. 9,10, 16, and 17, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva 

Ave. Daly City. $30; dickensfair.com SF FETISH FLEA MARKET 

For two weekends in December, the Cow Palace transforms into a lamp-lit Vic- Dec. 9,11 a.m.-5 p.m., at SF Citadel, 181 Eddy St. $5; sfcitadelqueers.org 

torian rendition of London, complete with music halls, theaters, pubs, and Sure, you could get everyone in your life an Amazon gift card or some sort of paperweight with green felt on the bottom, but 
dance parties. Roasted chestnuts, meat pies, and other British fare are on hand, it’s much more fun to go holiday shopping for the kinksters in your life. This Saturday, erotic playspace SF Citadel becomes a 
along with a number of craft stalls for last-minute holiday shopping. Senda mall for fetish gear, welcoming people of all genders and deviance levels. KinkBNB, Panther Prowls Floggers, and Wicked 
telegraph, tell Santa your wish list, catch a show, and make sure you wear layers Grounds are a few other anchor tenants in this one-day shopping center, and there are plenty of vendors looking to upcycle 
of petticoats, button-down vests, or top hats for a very Dickens — but hardly their goods. Why go to Sears when you can get whips to leave people in searing agony (consensually, and for pleasure’s sake)? 


Dickensian — Christmas. 


SFWEEKLY.COM EDITOR’S NOTE NEWS VIEWS COVERSTORY | /CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC DECEMBER 7 - 13, 2017 19 








CALENDAR LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 
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ART - GALLERIES 


THURSDAY, DEC. 7 


Altman Siegel Gallery. Zarouhie Abdalian: To 
History: Abdalian’s new body of work includes 
sculpture, works on fabric, and sound, all of which 
advance her investigation into the fundamental 
nature of human work, its preconditions and its 
artifacts. Throughout the exhibition, rock and 
stone stand emblematically for the subject of 
labor-the raw material to which work is applied. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 16. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-576-9300, altmansiegel.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. A Series of Fragments of 
Moments: A group exhibition that explores the 
fragility of memory and ideas about passing 
time, narration, marking history and perception. 
Saturdays, 12-3 p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays, 1-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 9. Free. www.arc-sf. 
com/. 1246 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-298-7969, 
arc-sf.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne 
Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernacular 
19th-century memorials and the influence of 
industrialized printmaking on images of memory 
and domesticity. Prints, paintings, glass etchings, 
and embroidery pieces combine cemetery grave 
imagery with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www. 
care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849- 
8935, care-gtu.org. 

Gallery 16. Solo Exhibition by Nathaniel Parsons: 
“Together We Make Things Happen” is an im- 
mersive exhibition by artist Nathaniel Parsons. 
The title of the show reflects the artist's interest 
in how we come together to coexist. The artist 
presents 100+ pieces spanning nearly 25 years 
of his career. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. Free. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Glass Rice. Ingrid V. Wells “Spectacle” Solo Exhibi- 
tion: This solo exhibition features bright, colorful 
oil paintings by San Francisco-based artist Ingrid 
V. Wells. In this her latest series, Wells continues 
to investigate the idea of the feminist specta- 
cle—a topic the artist is particularly concerned 
with—bringing to light the sticky-sweet, childish 
portrayal of female identity in society. Created in 
Wells’ signature aesthetic, these over-the-top, 
sparkling works deliver a shockingly accurate 
commentary. Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Thursdays, 
Fridays, 12-4 p.m. Continues through Dec. 16. Free. 
680 8th St Suite 240B, San Francisco. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Gordon Parks: Legacy: 
A multi-media exhibition exploring the relation- 
ships between the works of Gordon Parks and the 
works of artists he inspired, collaborated with, 
and drew inspiration from. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 9. Free. Gordon Parks: Legacy: An 
exhibition exploring the relationships between 
the works of Gordon Parks and the artists he 
inspired, collaborated with, and drew inspiration 
from. Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 9. 
Free. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, 


ad = Yo U Nn g jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 


Jules Maeght Gallery. Derriére Le Miroir: A se- 








deyoungmuseum.org lection of prints and original works by notable 
Modernist artists that help tell the story of the 
HERBST EXHIBITION GALLERIES MEDIA SPONSORS: QJ UNIVISION 584g | TELEMUNDO SH ir pen acre a TA Una al lecteur a Maeght family’s close interactions with artists; 


both in the gallery and in the printshop. Works by 
Pol Bury, Alexander Calder, Alberto Giacometti, 


Ellsworth Kelly, Joan Miro and Saul Steinberg 
will be presented. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 15. Free. 149 Gough, 
San Francisco, www.julesmaeghtgallery.com. 


McEvoy Foundation For The Arts. la mere la 


mer: Highlighting the breadth of the McEvoy 
Family Collection, la mére la mer [the mother 
the sea] features works from the collection of 
Nion McEvoy and the collection of his mother, 
Nan Tucker McEvoy (1919-2015). The exhibition 
pays tribute to Nan McEvoy's devoted, life-long 
interest in and support of California artists 
including Wayne Thiebaud, Richard Diebenkorn, 
Ed Ruscha, and David Hockney, while showcasing 
Nion McEvoy's interest in works by artists such 
as Anne Collier, Carsten Holler, Roe Ethridge, 
and Ragnar Kjartansson. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 13. Free. 1150 25th St, San Francisco. 


Minnesota Street Project. Marc Horowitz: ‘You 


can't do that to them,’ the wiser, older Architect 
said.: A new series of paintings and sculptures 
that explore the idea of time-based glitches 
and how a glitch can occur in lived experience. 
A glitch can be mundane-like the malfunction 
of a screen or speaker—but the time-based 
glitches Horowitz refers to are disorienting, 
creating rifts in time, space, and perspective. 
The works are designed to demonstrate the 
way in which a glitch-typically considered 
a mistake—might produce new spaces and 
new feelings with unexpected value. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 12-5 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16. Free. evergoldprojects.com/exhibition/ 
marc-horowitz-you-cant-do-that-to-them-the- 
wiser-older-architect-said-nov-5-dec-16/. 1275 
Minnesota St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, 
minnesotastreetproject.com. 


Modernism. Mel RAMOS: Sirens & Heroes: A broad 


selection of new paintings by Mel Ramos as well 
as chrome sculptures constituting a mini-retro- 
spective in which Ramos highlights his career 
with the mastery gained from decades of prac- 
tice. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 13. Free. 724 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-541-0461, modernisminc.com. 


Rena Bransten Gallery. Candida Hofer: Spaces 


and Places: Rena Bransten Gallery is pleased to 
announce Spaces and Places, a solo exhibition 
by German photographer Candida Hofer. Best 
known for her large-scale color photographs 
of grand interior spaces and libraries, this 
exhibition engages Hofer's signature images 
in a new way by pairing them with smaller, 
often abstracted works focused on individual 
details and arrangements suggestive of mise 
en scenes. The juxtaposition of the large to 
the small, the grand to the prosaic, invites the 
viewer to explore H6fer's practice and consider 
the expansive interiors as a collection of small 
moments and event remnants. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
22. Free. renabranstengallery.com/exhibitions/ 
candida-hoefer1/hofer-2011-palazzo-canos- 
sa-mantova-iii-2011. Candida Hofer: Spaces 
and Places: Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces and 
libraries, this exhibition engages Candida Hofer’s 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11. a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. Free. 1275 
Minnesota #210, San Francisco, 415-982-3292, 
www.renabranstengallery.com. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 


bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 


San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery. An idea 


of a boundary: An idea of a boundary is a group 
exhibition curated by SFAC Galleries Associate 
Curator Jackie Im. The show explores the way 
people negotiate and claim space through the 
works of ten local and international artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 20. Free. www.sfartscommission. 
org/experience-art/exhibitions/idea-boundary. 
401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-554-6080, www. 
sfartscommission.org/gallery/. 


Scott Nichols Gallery. 25th Anniversary Show: A 
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special exhibition of photographs celebrating 
twenty-five years at 49 Geary. The exhibition 
will feature classic images by California pho- 
tographers and contemporary photographs from 
the gallery's collection and past exhibitions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 
Silverman Gallery. Ruairiadh O'Connell: Psycho 
Topography: The exhibition consists of 12 new 
paintings in which silkscreens are applied to 
poured rubber “canvases.” The body of work 
springs from O'Connell's longstanding explora- 
tion of the way design influences human psychol- 
ogy and his new interest in design as evidence 
in crime narratives. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. Davina 
Semo: Phantom Ringer: The artist's sculptures 
draw from a dynamic vocabulary of industrial 
materials, including pigmented concrete, wax 
cast bronze, powder-coated chains, and stainless 
steel mesh gloves. Her work examines the beauty 
of roughness, power, tension, and restraint. The 
works in “Phantom Ringer” are made through 
inventive casting processes and often bear the 
scars, Stains and scratches of their production. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 23. Free. 804 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-255-9508, www.silverman-gallery.com. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 8 


Altman Siegel Gallery. Zarouhie Abdalian: To 


History: Abdalian’s new body of work includes 
sculpture, works on fabric, and sound, all of which 
advance her investigation into the fundamental 
nature of human work, its preconditions and its 
artifacts. Throughout the exhibition, rock and 
stone stand emblematically for the subject of 
labor-the raw material to which work is applied. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 16. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-576-9300, altmansiegel.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne 
Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernacular 
19th-century memorials and the influence of 
industrialized printmaking on images of memory 
and domesticity. Prints, paintings, glass etchings, 
and embroidery pieces combine cemetery grave 
imagery with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www. 
care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849- 
8935, care-gtu.org. 


Gallery 16. Solo Exhibition by Nathaniel Parsons: 


“Together We Make Things Happen” is an im- 
mersive exhibition by artist Nathaniel Parsons. 
The title of the show reflects the artist's interest 
in how we come together to coexist. The artist 
presents 100+ pieces spanning nearly 25 years 
of his career. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. Free. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Glass Rice. Ingrid V. Wells ‘Spectacle’ Solo Exhibi- 
tion: This solo exhibition features bright, colorful 
oil paintings by San Francisco-based artist Ingrid 
V. Wells. In this her latest series, Wells continues 
to investigate the idea of the feminist specta- 
cle—a topic the artist is particularly concerned 
with—bringing to light the sticky-sweet, childish 
portrayal of female identity in society. Created in 
Wells’ signature aesthetic, these over-the-top, 
sparkling works deliver a shockingly accurate 
commentary. Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Thursdays, 
Fridays, 12-4 p.m. Continues through Dec. 16. Free. 
680 8th St Suite 240B, San Francisco. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: 
Rina Banerjee fills the gallery with fantastical 
sculptures & paintings in an exhibition describing 
the human experience in an era of migration. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 
Free. hosfeltgallery.com/index.php?p=exhibi- 
tions&id=315. 260 Utah, San Francisco, 415-495- 


the works of Gordon Parks and the artists he 
inspired, collaborated with, and drew inspiration 
from. Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 9. 
Free. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 


Jules Maeght Gallery. Derriére Le Miroir: A se- 


lection of prints and original works by notable 
Modernist artists that help tell the story of the 
Maeght family’s close interactions with artists; 
both in the gallery and in the printshop. Works by 
Pol Bury, Alexander Calder, Alberto Giacometti, 
Ellsworth Kelly, Joan Miro and Saul Steinberg 
will be presented. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 15. Free. 149 Gough, 
San Francisco, www.julesmaeghtgallery.com. 


McEvoy Foundation For The Arts. la mere la 


mer: Highlighting the breadth of the McEvoy 
Family Collection, la mére la mer [the mother 
the sea] features works from the collection of 
Nion McEvoy and the collection of his mother, 
Nan Tucker McEvoy (1919-2015). The exhibition 
pays tribute to Nan McEvoy's devoted, life-long 
interest in and support of California artists 
including Wayne Thiebaud, Richard Diebenkorn, 
Ed Ruscha, and David Hockney, while showcasing 
Nion McEvoy's interest in works by artists such 
as Anne Collier, Carsten Holler, Roe Ethridge, 
and Ragnar Kjartansson. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 13. Free. 1150 25th St, San Francisco. 


Minnesota Street Project. Marc Horowitz: ‘You 


can't do that to them,’ the wiser, older Architect 
said.: A new series of paintings and sculptures 
that explore the idea of time-based glitches 
and how a glitch can occur in lived experience. 
A glitch can be mundane-like the malfunction 
of a screen or speaker—but the time-based 
glitches Horowitz refers to are disorienting, 
creating rifts in time, space, and perspective. 
The works are designed to demonstrate the 
way in which a glitch—typically considered 
a mistake—might produce new spaces and 
new feelings with unexpected value. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 12-5 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16. Free. evergoldprojects.com/exhibition/ 
marc-horowitz-you-cant-do-that-to-them-the- 
wiser-older-architect-said-nov-5-dec-16/. 1275 
Minnesota St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, 
minnesotastreetproject.com. 


Modernism. Mel RAMOS: Sirens & Heroes: A broad 


selection of new paintings by Mel Ramos as well 
as chrome sculptures constituting a mini-retro- 
spective in which Ramos highlights his career 
with the mastery gained from decades of prac- 
tice. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 13. Free. 724 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-541-0461, modernisminc.com. 


Rena Bransten Gallery. Candida Hofer: Spaces 


and Places: Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces and 
libraries, this exhibition engages Candida Hofer’s 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11. a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. Free. Candida 
Hofer: Spaces and Places: Rena Bransten Gallery 
is pleased to announce Spaces and Places, 
a solo exhibition by German photographer 
Candida Hofer. Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces 
and libraries, this exhibition engages Hofer’s 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scénes. The juxtaposition of the large 
to the small, the grand to the prosaic, invites the 
viewer to explore HOfer’s practice and consider 
the expansive interiors as a collection of small 
moments and event remnants. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. 
Free. renabranstengallery.com/exhibitions/can- 
dida-hoefer1/hofer-2011-palazzo-canossa-man- 
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San Francisco Ballet-in Tomasson's Nuftcrocke: 


NUTCRACKER 






SAN FRANCISCO BALLET 


HELG! TOMASSON, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 


ADDED PERFORMANCE 

Due to popular demand, we've 
added an evening performance 
on December 29 at 7 pm. 


Best Seats December ie “24 
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of a boundary: An idea of a boundary is a group 
exhibition curated by SFAC Galleries Associate 
Curator Jackie Im. The show explores the way 
people negotiate and claim space through the 
works of ten local and international artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 20. Free. www.sfartscommission. 
org/experience-art/exhibitions/idea-boundary. 
401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-554-6080, www. 
sfartscommission.org/gallery/. 


Scott Nichols Gallery. 25th Anniversary Show: A 


special exhibition of photographs celebrating 
twenty-five years at 49 Geary. The exhibition 
will feature classic images by California pho- 
tographers and contemporary photographs from 
the gallery's collection and past exhibitions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 


Silverman Gallery. Ruairiadh O'Connell: Psycho 


Topography: The exhibition consists of 12 new 
paintings in which silkscreens are applied to 
poured rubber “canvases.” The body of work 
springs from O'Connell's longstanding explora- 
tion of the way design influences human psychol- 
ogy and his new interest in design as evidence 
in crime narratives. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. Davina 
Semo: Phantom Ringer: The artist's sculptures 
draw from a dynamic vocabulary of industrial 
materials, including pigmented concrete, wax 
cast bronze, powder-coated chains, and stainless 
steel mesh gloves. Her work examines the beauty 
of roughness, power, tension, and restraint. The 
works in “Phantom Ringer” are made through 
inventive casting processes and often bear the 
scars, Stains and scratches of their production. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 23. Free. 804 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-255-9508, www.silverman-gallery.com. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


Arc Gallery & Studios. A Series of Fragments of 


Moments: A group exhibition that explores the 
fragility of memory and ideas about passing 


222 Mason Street, San Francisco 
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time, narration, marking history and perception. 
Saturdays, 12-3 p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays, 1-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 9. Free. www.arc-sf. 
com/. 1246 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-298-7969, 
arc-sf.com. 


Gallery 16. Solo Exhibition by Nathaniel Parsons: 


“Together We Make Things Happen” is an im- 
mersive exhibition by artist Nathaniel Parsons. 
The title of the show reflects the artist's interest 
in how we come together to coexist. The artist 
presents 100+ pieces spanning nearly 25 years 
of his career. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. Free. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 


Glass Rice. Ingrid V. Wells ‘Spectacle’ Solo Exhibi- 


tion: This solo exhibition features bright, colorful 
oil paintings by San Francisco-based artist Ingrid 
V. Wells. In this her latest series, Wells continues 
to investigate the idea of the feminist specta- 
cle—a topic the artist is particularly concerned 
with—bringing to light the sticky-sweet, childish 
portrayal of female identity in society. Created in 
Wells’ signature aesthetic, these over-the-top, 
sparkling works deliver a shockingly accurate 
commentary. Saturdays, 12-5 p.m.; Thursdays, 
Fridays, 12-4 p.m. Continues through Dec. 16. Free. 
680 8th St Suite 240B, San Francisco. 


Hosfelt Gallery. Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: 


Rina Banerjee fills the gallery with fantastical 
sculptures & paintings in an exhibition describing 
the human experience in an era of migration. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 
Free. hosfeltgallery.com/index.php?p=exhibi- 
tions&id=315. 260 Utah, San Francisco, 415-495- 
5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Gordon Parks: Legacy: 


A multi-media exhibition exploring the relation- 
ships between the works of Gordon Parks and the 
works of artists he inspired, collaborated with, 
and drew inspiration from. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 9. Free. Gordon Parks: Legacy: An 
exhibition exploring the relationships between 
the works of Gordon Parks and the artists he 
inspired, collaborated with, and drew inspiration 


from. Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Satur- 
days, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 9. 
Free. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, 
jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 


McEvoy Foundation For The Arts. la mére la 


mer: Highlighting the breadth of the McEvoy 
Family Collection, la mere la mer [the mother 
the sea] features works from the collection of 
Nion McEvoy and the collection of his mother, 
Nan Tucker McEvoy (1919-2015). The exhibition 
pays tribute to Nan McEvoy’s devoted, life-long 
interest in and support of California artists 
including Wayne Thiebaud, Richard Diebenkorn, 
Ed Ruscha, and David Hockney, while showcasing 
Nion McEvoy's interest in works by artists such 
as Anne Collier, Carsten Holler, Roe Ethridge, 
and Ragnar Kjartansson. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 13. Free. 1150 25th St, San Francisco. 


Minnesota Street Project. Marc Horowitz: ‘You 


can’t do that to them,’ the wiser, older Architect 
said.: A new series of paintings and sculptures 
that explore the idea of time-based glitches 
and how a glitch can occur in lived experience. 
A glitch can be mundane-like the malfunction 
of a screen or speaker—but the time-based 
glitches Horowitz refers to are disorienting, 
creating rifts in time, space, and perspective. 
The works are designed to demonstrate the 
way in which a glitch—typically considered 
a mistake—might produce new spaces and 
new feelings with unexpected value. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 12-5 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16. Free. evergoldprojects.com/exhibition/ 
marc-horowitz-you-cant-do-that-to-them-the- 
wiser-older-architect-said-nov-5-dec-16/. 1275 
Minnesota St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, 
minnesotastreetproject.com. 


Modernism. Mel RAMOS: Sirens & Heroes: A broad 


selection of new paintings by Mel Ramos as well 
as chrome sculptures constituting a mini-retro- 
spective in which Ramos highlights his career 
with the mastery gained from decades of prac- 
tice. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 13. Free. 724 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-541-0461, modernisminc.com. 


Rena Bransten Gallery. Candida Hofer: Spaces 


and Places: Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces and 
libraries, this exhibition engages Candida Hofer's 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. Free. Candida 
Hofer: Spaces and Places: Rena Bransten Gallery 
is pleased to announce Spaces and Places, 
a solo exhibition by German photographer 
Candida Hofer. Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces 
and libraries, this exhibition engages Hofer's 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. The juxtaposition of the large 
to the small, the grand to the prosaic, invites the 
viewer to explore Hofer's practice and consider 
the expansive interiors as a collection of small 
moments and event remnants. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. 
Free. renabranstengallery.com/exhibitions/can- 
dida-hoefer1/hofer-2011-palazzo-canossa-man- 
tova-iii-2011. 1275 Minnesota #210, San Francisco, 
415-982-3292, www.renabranstengallery.com. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 


bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 


San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery. An idea 


of a boundary: An idea of a boundary is a group 
exhibition curated by SFAC Galleries Associate 
Curator Jackie Im. The show explores the way 
people negotiate and claim space through the 
works of ten local and international artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 20. Free. www.sfartscommission. 
org/experience-art/exhibitions/idea-boundary. 
401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-554-6080, www. 
sfartscommission.org/gallery/. 


Scott Nichols Gallery. 25th Anniversary Show: A 


YOUR NEW DREAM HOME 
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special exhibition of photographs celebrating 
twenty-five years at 49 Geary. The exhibition 
will feature classic images by California pho- 
tographers and contemporary photographs from 
the gallery's collection and past exhibitions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 10 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 
bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 


MONDAY, DEC. 11 


Jules Maeght Gallery. Derriére Le Miroir: A se- 
lection of prints and original works by notable 
Modernist artists that help tell the story of the 
Maeght family’s close interactions with artists; 
both in the gallery and in the printshop. Works by 
Pol Bury, Alexander Calder, Alberto Giacometti, 
Ellsworth Kelly, Joan Miro and Saul Steinberg 
will be presented. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 15. Free. 149 Gough, 
San Francisco, www.julesmaeghtgallery.com. 

Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 
bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 

Silverman Gallery. Ruairiadh O'Connell: Psycho 
Topography: The exhibition consists of 12 new 
paintings in which silkscreens are applied to 
poured rubber “canvases.” The body of work 
springs from O'Connell's longstanding explora- 
tion of the way design influences human psychol- 
ogy and his new interest in design as evidence 
in crime narratives. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. Davina 
Semo: Phantom Ringer: The artist's sculptures 
draw from a dynamic vocabulary of industrial 
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materials, including pigmented concrete, wax 
cast bronze, powder-coated chains, and stainless 
steel mesh gloves. Her work examines the beauty 
of roughness, power, tension, and restraint. The 
works in “Phantom Ringer” are made through 
inventive casting processes and often bear the 
scars, Stains and scratches of their production. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 23. Free. 804 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-255-9508, www.silverman-gallery.com. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 12 


Altman Siegel Gallery. Zarouhie Abdalian: To 
History: Abdalian’s new body of work includes 
sculpture, works on fabric, and sound, all of which 
advance her investigation into the fundamental 
nature of human work, its preconditions and its 
artifacts. Throughout the exhibition, rock and 
stone stand emblematically for the subject of 
labor-the raw material to which work is applied. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 16. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-576-9300, altmansiegel.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne 
Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernacular 
19th-century memorials and the influence of 
industrialized printmaking on images of memory 
and domesticity. Prints, paintings, glass etchings, 
and embroidery pieces combine cemetery grave 
imagery with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www. 
care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849- 
8935, care-gtu.org. 

Gallery 16. Solo Exhibition by Nathaniel Parsons: 
“Together We Make Things Happen” is an im- 
mersive exhibition by artist Nathaniel Parsons. 
The title of the show reflects the artist's interest 
in how we come together to coexist. The artist 
presents 100+ pieces spanning nearly 25 years 
of his career. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. Free. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, galleryl6.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: 
Rina Banerjee fills the gallery with fantastical 
sculptures & paintings in an exhibition describing 
the human experience in an era of migration. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 


Art 


Free. hosfeltgallery.com/index.php?p=exhibi- 
tions&id=315. 260 Utah, San Francisco, 415-495- 
5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 


Jules Maeght Gallery. Derriére Le Miroir: A se- 


lection of prints and original works by notable 
Modernist artists that help tell the story of the 
Maeght family’s close interactions with artists; 
both in the gallery and in the printshop. Works by 
Pol Bury, Alexander Calder, Alberto Giacometti, 
Ellsworth Kelly, Joan Miro and Saul Steinberg 
will be presented. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 15. Free. 149 Gough, 
San Francisco, www.julesmaeghtgallery.com. 


McEvoy Foundation For The Arts. |a mére la 


mer: Highlighting the breadth of the McEvoy 
Family Collection, la mére la mer [the mother 
the sea] features works from the collection of 
Nion McEvoy and the collection of his mother, 
Nan Tucker McEvoy (1919-2015). The exhibition 
pays tribute to Nan McEvoy's devoted, life-long 
interest in and support of California artists 
including Wayne Thiebaud, Richard Diebenkorn, 
Ed Ruscha, and David Hockney, while showcasing 
Nion McEvoy's interest in works by artists such 
as Anne Collier, Carsten Holler, Roe Ethridge, 
and Ragnar Kjartansson. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 13. Free. 1150 25th St, San Francisco. 


Modernism. Mel RAMOS: Sirens & Heroes: A broad 


selection of new paintings by Mel Ramos as well 
as chrome sculptures constituting a mini-retro- 
spective in which Ramos highlights his career 
with the mastery gained from decades of prac- 
tice. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 13. Free. 724 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-541-0461, modernisminc.com. 


Rena Bransten Gallery. Candida Hofer: Spaces 


and Places: Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces and 
libraries, this exhibition engages Candida Hofer's 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. Free. Candida 
Hofer: Spaces and Places: Rena Bransten Gallery 
is pleased to announce Spaces and Places, 
a solo exhibition by German photographer 
Candida Hofer. Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces 


DIY PET ORNAMENT WORKSHOP 


Saturday, Dec. 9, 1-3 p.m., San Francisco SPCA, 250 Florida St. 


$42; paintthetownsf.com 


Have you ever felt your Christmas tree was absent of any celebration or recog- 
nition for your amazing cats and dogs (and domesticated reptilians)? That ends 
this year, as the San Francisco SPCA and mobile art studio Paint the Town team 
up for a one-day workshop in which students learn how to create Christmas or- 
naments in the likeness of their furry friends. With art supplies already pro- 
vided, students get to keep up to three ornaments honoring their pets. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


EDITOR’S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 





and libraries, this exhibition engages Hofer's 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. The juxtaposition of the large 
to the small, the grand to the prosaic, invites the 
viewer to explore H6fer's practice and consider 
the expansive interiors as a collection of small 
moments and event remnants. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. 
Free. renabranstengallery.com/exhibitions/can- 
dida-hoefer1/hofer-2011-palazzo-canossa-man- 
tova-iii-2011. 1275 Minnesota #210, San Francisco, 
415-982-3292, www.renabranstengallery.com. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 


bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 


San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery. An idea 


of a boundary: An idea of a boundary is a group 
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exhibition curated by SFAC Galleries Associate 
Curator Jackie Im. The show explores the way 
people negotiate and claim space through the 
works of ten local and international artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 20. Free. www.sfartscommission. 
org/experience-art/exhibitions/idea-boundary. 
401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-554-6080, www. 
sfartscommission.org/gallery/. 


Scott Nichols Gallery. 25th Anniversary Show: A 


special exhibition of photographs celebrating 
twenty-five years at 49 Geary. The exhibition 
will feature classic images by California pho- 
tographers and contemporary photographs from 
the gallery's collection and past exhibitions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 


Silverman Gallery. Ruairiadh O'Connell: Psycho 


Topography: The exhibition consists of 12 new 
paintings in which silkscreens are applied to 
poured rubber “canvases.” The body of work 


WIN FREE LIFT TICKETS 10 


springs from O'Connell's longstanding explora- 
tion of the way design influences human psychol- 
ogy and his new interest in design as evidence 
in crime narratives. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. Davina 
Semo: Phantom Ringer: The artist's sculptures 
draw from a dynamic vocabulary of industrial 
materials, including pigmented concrete, wax 
cast bronze, powder-coated chains, and stainless 
steel mesh gloves. Her work examines the beauty 
of roughness, power, tension, and restraint. The 
works in “Phantom Ringer” are made through 
inventive casting processes and often bear the 
scars, Stains and scratches of their production. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 23. Free. 804 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-255-9508, www.silverman-gallery.com. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13 


Altman Siegel Gallery. Zarouhie Abdalian: To 
History: Abdalian’s new body of work includes 
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Visit sfweekly.com/pacwinter 
to view our ski bunny 
schedule. 


Take a photo with Pacifico Ski 
bunnies, post to IG/FB using 
#PACIFICOWINTER and you 
will automatically be entered 
to win a pair (2) lift tickets. 


(3) total winners will be 
selected and contacted via 
their social media post by 
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sculpture, works on fabric, and sound, all of which 
advance her investigation into the fundamental 
nature of human work, its preconditions and its 
artifacts. Throughout the exhibition, rock and 
stone stand emblematically for the subject of 
labor-the raw material to which work is applied. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 16. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-576-9300, altmansiegel.com. 

Gallery 16. Solo Exhibition by Nathaniel Parsons: 
“Together We Make Things Happen” is an im- 
mersive exhibition by artist Nathaniel Parsons. 
The title of the show reflects the artist's interest 
in how we come together to coexist. The artist 
presents 100+ pieces spanning nearly 25 years 
of his career. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 21. Free. 501 Third St., San Francisco, 
415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: 
Rina Banerjee fills the gallery with fantastical 
sculptures & paintings in an exhibition describing 
the human experience in an era of migration. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 
Free. hosfeltgallery.com/index.php?p=exhibi- 
tions&id=315. 260 Utah, San Francisco, 415-495- 
5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Jules Maeght Gallery. Derriére Le Miroir: A se- 
lection of prints and original works by notable 
Modernist artists that help tell the story of the 
Maeght family’s close interactions with artists; 
both in the gallery and in the printshop. Works by 
Pol Bury, Alexander Calder, Alberto Giacometti, 
Ellsworth Kelly, Joan Miro and Saul Steinberg 
will be presented. Mondays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 15. Free. 149 Gough, 
San Francisco, www.julesmaeghtgallery.com. 

McEvoy Foundation For The Arts. /a mére la 
mer: Highlighting the breadth of the McEvoy 
Family Collection, la mére la mer [the mother 
the sea] features works from the collection of 
Nion McEvoy and the collection of his mother, 
Nan Tucker McEvoy (1919-2015). The exhibition 
pays tribute to Nan McEvoy's devoted, life-long 
interest in and support of California artists 
including Wayne Thiebaud, Richard Diebenkorn, 
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Ed Ruscha, and David Hockney, while showcasing 
Nion McEvoy's interest in works by artists such 
as Anne Collier, Carsten Holler, Roe Ethridge, 
and Ragnar Kjartansson. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 13. Free. 1150 25th St, San Francisco. 

Minnesota Street Project. Marc Horowitz: ‘You 
can’t do that to them,’ the wiser, older Architect 
said.: A new series of paintings and sculptures 
that explore the idea of time-based glitches 
and how a glitch can occur in lived experience. 
A glitch can be mundane-like the malfunction 
of a screen or speaker—but the time-based 
glitches Horowitz refers to are disorienting, 
creating rifts in time, space, and perspective. 
The works are designed to demonstrate the 
way in which a glitch—typically considered 
a mistake—might produce new spaces and 
new feelings with unexpected value. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 12-5 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16. Free. evergoldprojects.com/exhibition/ 
marc-horowitz-you-cant-do-that-to-them-the- 
wiser-older-architect-said-nov-5-dec-16/. 1275 
Minnesota St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, 
minnesotastreetproject.com. 

Modernism. Mel RAMOS: Sirens & Heroes: A broad 
selection of new paintings by Mel Ramos as well 
as chrome sculptures constituting a mini-retro- 
spective in which Ramos highlights his career 
with the mastery gained from decades of prac- 
tice. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 13. Free. 724 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

Rena Bransten Gallery. Candida Hofer: Spaces 
and Places: Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces and 
libraries, this exhibition engages Candida Hofer's 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. Free. Candida 
Hofer: Spaces and Places: Rena Bransten Gallery 
is pleased to announce Spaces and Places, 
a solo exhibition by German photographer 
Candida Hofer. Best known for her large-scale 
color photographs of grand interior spaces 
and libraries, this exhibition engages H6fer’s 
signature images in a new way by pairing them 
with smaller, often abstracted works focused on 
individual details and arrangements suggestive 
of mise en scénes. The juxtaposition of the large 
to the small, the grand to the prosaic, invites the 
viewer to explore H6fer's practice and consider 
the expansive interiors as a collection of small 
moments and event remnants. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days, 11.a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. 
Free. renabranstengallery.com/exhibitions/can- 
dida-hoefer1/hofer-2011-palazzo-canossa-man- 
tova-iii-2011. 1275 Minnesota #210, San Francisco, 
415-982-3292, www.renabranstengallery.com. 

Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 
bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery. An idea 
of a boundary: An idea of a boundary is a group 
exhibition curated by SFAC Galleries Associate 
Curator Jackie Im. The show explores the way 
people negotiate and claim space through the 
works of ten local and international artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 20. Free. www.sfartscommission. 
org/experience-art/exhibitions/idea-boundary. 
401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-554-6080, www. 
sfartscommission.org/gallery/. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. 25th Anniversary Show: A 
special exhibition of photographs celebrating 
twenty-five years at 49 Geary. The exhibition 
will feature classic images by California pho- 
tographers and contemporary photographs from 
the gallery's collection and past exhibitions. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 29. Free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Silverman Gallery. Ruairiadh O'Connell: Psycho 
Topography: The exhibition consists of 12 new 
paintings in which silkscreens are applied to 
poured rubber “canvases.” The body of work 
springs from O'Connell's longstanding explora- 
tion of the way design influences human psychol- 


Comedy 


NICK OFFERMAN 


Sunday, Dec. 10, 6 and 8 p.m., The Masonic, 1111 California St. 


$39.50; sfmasonic.com 


Carpenter-turned-comedian-turned-actor Nick Offerman has not let stardom 
change his blue-collar mindset. Best known for his role as libertarian macho 

man Ron Swanson on NBC’s Parks & Recreation, Offerman returns — sporting 
arguably the best mustache in show-business — to San Francisco, bringing his 
distinct brand of masculine humor that pokes fun at outdoor living, body hair, 


and the importance of red meat. 





ogy and his new interest in design as evidence 
in crime narratives. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. Free. Davina 
Semo: Phantom Ringer: The artist's sculptures 
draw from a dynamic vocabulary of industrial 
materials, including pigmented concrete, wax 
cast bronze, powder-coated chains, and stainless 
steel mesh gloves. Her work examines the beauty 
of roughness, power, tension, and restraint. The 
works in “Phantom Ringer” are made through 
inventive casting processes and often bear the 
scars, Stains and scratches of their production. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 23. Free. 804 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-255-9508, www.silverman-gallery.com. 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY, DEC. 7 


Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861- 
3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up-and- 
coming comedians alongside industry pros. Fri- 
days, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Saturdays, 
7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland.com. Spice 
Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, 
spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

First & Third Comedy Lounge: Do you like to laugh? 
Come out and listen to jokes that will have you 
laughing tears! Every Ist & 3rd Thursday, see 
comedy from some of the best comics the Bay 
Area has to offer. Third Thursday of every month, 
1-10 p.m.; First Thursday of every month, 7-10 
p.m. Continues through Feb. 28, $7-$15. Black 
Repertory Theatre, 3201 Adeline, Berkeley, 510- 
652-2120, blackrepertorygroup.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 


Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeon- 
mars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San 
Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action 
Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, 
facebook.com/medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up and 
coming Bay Area comedians. The show also fea- 
tures hilarious interviews with each performer. 
Live music often follows the comedy show at 
9:30 pm. All comedy audience members receive 
a discounted cover charge to see the bands. 
Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@ 
gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite. 
com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 8 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview Room 
(The Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 
Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash. 
com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, 
cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up-and- 
coming comedians alongside industry pros. Fri- 
days, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Saturdays, 
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7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland.com. Spice 
Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, 
spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Model Minorities: Irene Tu & Andrew Orolfo: 
From myths to legends. Catch two rising stars 
of stand-up comedy. Comedian Irene Tu with 
opener, Andrew Orolfo. Fri., Dec. 8, 8-10 p.m., 
$10, www.bindlestiffstudio.org. Bindlestiff Stu- 
dio, 185 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-255-0440, 
bindlestiffstudio.org. 

Mortified: Storytelling series where authors 
perform works from their own teenage journals, 
poems, schoolwork, and other embarrassing 
youth paraphernalia. Second Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $15-$21, getmortified.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 ith St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live 
audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Sad Comedy: Comedy House Show with Free 
Soup: Sad Comedy is Oakland’s DIY comedy 
show that features a lineup of some of the Bay 
Area's best comedians, a new musical act every 
month, and a hearty helping of free, vegan 
homemade soup for every audience member. 
Second Friday of every month, 8 p.m., Free 
with RSVP, sadcomedyrsvp@gmail.com, www. 
sadcomedy.eventbrite.com. Sycamore Co-Op, 
737 Sycamore St, Oakland. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

So You Think You Can Lap Dance?: A half-dozen 
contestants try their hands (and hips) at per- 
forming improvised lap dances on volunteers, 
with the audience choosing which one wins a 
totally sweet $25 gift certificate to Ross Dress for 
Less. Second Friday of every month, 10:30 p.m., 
$15-$20. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at this 
long-running weekly comedy catharsis. Fridays, 
10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 
Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash. 
com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, 
cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up-and- 
coming comedians alongside industry pros. Fri- 
days, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Saturdays, 
7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland.com. Spice 
Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, 
spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: 
A wacky talent showcase with host Meredith 
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EDITOR’S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


Godfrey. Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., free. The Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., San 
Francisco, 415-751-0200. 

Mortified’s 12 Year Anniversary Best of 2017 
Show: Celebrating 12 years of sold out shows in 
the bay, check out the comedy/storytelling phe- 
nomenon that’s been taking the world by storm! 
See adults share their actual, embarrassing, and 
hilarious teen diaries in front of total strangers. 
This 12 year celebration features the best new 
pieces from 2017, our improv comedy freestyle 
rap house band: THE FREEZE, and giveaways 
and surprises. Sat., Dec. 9, 7:30-9 p.m., $17-$25, 
getmortified.com/. The New Parish, 579 18th 
St., Oakland, 510-444-7474, thenewparish.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians from 
around the country as well as local rising stars. 
Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., $5. The Basement, 222 
Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebase- 
mentsf.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? Let 
Endgames Improv turn headlines into punchlines 
at this interactive and spontaneous comedy 
show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Stephanie Miller's Sexy Liberal Resistance Tour: 
Stephanie Miller's Sexy Liberal Resistance Tour 
promises a rainbow blend of an America that is 
great now. Ridicule, satire and comedy rule as 
one of the most important elements of political 
protest. Sat., Dec. 9, 8-10 p.m., $50-$150, sexy- 
liberal.com. Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 415-392-4400, www.sfwmpac.org/ 
herbst/ht_index.html. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 10 


SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 


MONDAY, DEC. 11 


Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & Queers: 
Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, with all 
genders welcome (but misogyny most definitely 
not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th St., San 
Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. 
Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-392- 
9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. 
Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/ 
donation, mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The 
Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 415-441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second Mon- 
day of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 12 


Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by 
Jules Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896- 
6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Toomtastic Tuesdays: Comedy open mic night 


COVER STORY 


with Richard Toomer et vous. Second Tuesday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
$17-§27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throck- 
morton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 142throck- 
mortontheatre.com. 

ncisco, 415-671-8081, fortisf.com. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


THURSDAY, DEC. 7 


Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, east- 
sideartsalliance.com. 

Justin Loeber: Justin Loeber’s Get Out of Your 
Own Way Guide to Life: 10 Steps to Shift Gears, 
Dream Big, Do it Now! is an in-your-face, funny, 
no-nonsense, socio-business, coming-of-ageless 
handbook for anyone who is yearning for true, 
innerpersonal success. Thu., Dec. 7, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Free, www.bookpassage.com/event/justin- 
loeber-get-out-your-own-way-guide-life-san- 
francisco. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
San Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


Becky Chambers reads at Writers With Drinks: 
Writers With Drinks is back! Featuring Hugo 
Award-nominated science fiction author Becky 
Chambers (A Closed and Common Orbit), plus 
acclaimed historical romance author Alyssa Cole 
(An Extraordinary Union). AND award-winning 
science fiction author David D. Levine, poet Dean 
Rader, squid scientist Danna Staaf and queer 
novelist Lauren Sanders. Sat., Dec. 9, 7:30-9:30 
p.m., $5-$20. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 415-647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Michael Ausiello: For the past decade, TV fans of 
all stripes have counted upon Michael Ausiello’s 
insider knowledge to get the scoop on their 
favorite shows and stars. In Spoiler Alert: The 
Hero Dies, he describes his final 11 months with 
his husband, Kit Cowan following a diagnosis of 
a rare and very aggressive form of cancer. Sat., 
Dec. 9, 4-5:30 p.m., Free, www.bookpassage. 
com/event/michael-ausiello-spoiler-alert-he- 
ro-dies-san-francisco. Book Passage, 1 Ferry 
Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 415-835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Spoken-word variety show 
that mixes genres — including poetry, stand-up 
comedy, sci-fi, romance, mystery, erotica, 
memoir, and more — to raise money for local 
nonprofits. Second Saturday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks.com. Elbo 
Room, 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552- 
7788, elbo.com. 


MONDAY, DEC. 11 


Contemporary World Fiction: Celebrating Emerg- 
ing Local Voices: Hear MFA students from San 
Francisco State University as they share exciting 
new works developed in the course ‘‘Contempo- 
rary World Fiction,” with Carolina De Robertis. By 
drawing on global literature for inspiration, these 
emerging writers connect the local to the global, 
exploring themes of culture, gender, sexuality, 
the nature of reality, and more. Featuring work 
by Fisayo Adeyeye, Ellen Azevedo, Maia Bull, 
Lara Coley, Adam Cook, Christina Gardner, Alysia 
Gonzales, Nik Greene, Harriet Heydemann, 
Samantha Kanofsky, Steven Kennedy, Bavaneet 
Maan, Maritza Penagos, Gavin Townsley, Nicole 
Watts, Lenore Weiss, and Sasha Wright. Mon., 
Dec. 11, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, www.facebook.com/ 
events/903646473134920/. The Bindery, 1727 
Haight Apt 202, San Francisco. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
of the LCW literary community. Second Monday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters. 
com. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 
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The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy presides 


over this monthly gathering of raconteurs at 
which 10 volunteers are randomly chosen to 
tell a five-minute tale. Second Monday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $8-$16, themoth.org. Rickshaw 
Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 


The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second 


Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, thes- 
houtstorytelling.com. Perch, 440 Grand, Oakland, 
510-922-1507, facebook.com/perchcoffee. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 12 


Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 


curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 Columbus 
Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, sfpl.org. 


Vanda Krefft: In conversation with Anita Monga. 


A riveting story of ambition, greed, and genius 
unfolding with the dawn of modern America, this 
landmark biography of William Fox brings into 
focus a fascinating, brilliant entrepreneur—like 
Steve Jobs or Walt Disney, a true American vi- 
sionary—who risked everything to realize his bold 
dream of a Hollywood empire. The Man Who Made 
the Movies includes two 8-page black-and-white 
photo inserts. Tue., Dec. 12, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 
www.bookpassage.com/event/vanda-krefft- 
man-who-made-movies-san-francisco. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 


MUSEUM EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 


sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 


Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 


Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection explore 
the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, asi- 
anart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating strat- 
egies inthe animal kingdom. Daily. Color of Life: 
The Academy's bright new summer show cele- 
brates the chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses 
to seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
a recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Habitat Earth: The California Academy of 
Sciences’ newest planetarium show redefines the 
traditional concept of astronomical presentation, 
turning the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what it 
means to live in today’s connected world onthe 
only planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast and 
lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral tank 
and offer live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 
11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
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of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the Cove- 


nant: Dave Lane, often described as “‘an outsider 
artist," has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 
90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, 
and other objects that hang over the museum's 
central lobby. Like the eternal light that can be 
found in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp 
can be seen as a symbol of higher connection — 
both literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 


rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze de- 
signed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently restored, 


this installation recreates the extravagant 
French Neoclassical interior of the Hétel de la 
Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Bowles 
Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England and 
continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th 
Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presen- 


tations about the animals who live at the mu- 
seum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In Sci- 


ence Workshop: Each week kids and parents can 
participate in artistic activities that illuminate 
some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 
$3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the Randall's 
regular facilities in Corona Heights are tempo- 
rarily closed, the animals who live at the museum 
will make weekly trips down to the Mission for 
free live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative in- 
stallations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


Picturing Modernity: Selections from the 
SFMOMA Collection: An exhibition of photo- 
graphs from SFMOMA’s own collection that 
illustrate a wide range of photographic styles. 
Daily. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, 
www.sfmoma.org. 


THEATER 


THURSDAY, DEC. 7 


Aladdin: A thrilling new production filled with unfor- 


gettable beauty, magic, comedy and breathtaking 
spectacle. It’s an extraordinary theatrical event 
where one lamp and three wishes make the pos- 
sibilities infinite. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 


EDITOR’S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


through Jan. 7, $45-$199. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Bright Star: This original musical written by Steve 
Martin and Edie Brickell tells a sweeping tale 
of love and redemption set against the rich 
backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ‘40s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 17, $39-$175. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 

A Christmas Story: Nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 
wants nothing more for Christmas than an offi- 
cial Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle. But first, he'll have to navigate 
past a maniacal department store Santa, an 
infamous leg lamp, a triple-dog-dare to lick a 
frozen flagpole, and much more. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 23, $35-$125. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 
415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

My Stroke of Luck: Diane Barnes recounts her 
experience of having a stroke, her path to 
recovery, and more, in “My Stroke of Luck.” A 
spellbinding and funny look at love, family, and 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, Barnes 
shares the story of a single adoptive mother of 
special needs and gifted sons and how she forges 
a new identity after a debilitating stroke. Thu., 
Dec. 7, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 9, 5 p.m., $20-$100, 
themarsh.org/my_stroke_of_luck/diane-barnes/. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Small Mouth Sounds: On a weeklong silent retreat 
in the woods, six wildly disparate urbanites 
looking for life balance find that staying quiet 
doesn't necessarily bring inner peace. Under the 
eye of an unseen guru, six people have gathered 
to get away from it all. But as they listen to their 
leader's ruminations (and struggle to meditate 
while clumsily fighting their most primal of 
urges), they learn that silence can indeed be 
golden. It can also be funny, frustrating, erotic, 
comforting, and profoundly passive-aggressive. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 10, 
$25-$90. The Strand, 1127 Market, San Francisco, 
415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 

The Second City’s Dysfunctional Holiday Revue: 
The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue 
delivers a stocking full of hilarious sketch 
comedy and their world-famous improvisation 
with a wicked seasonal slant. No timeless 
tradition is too sacred to skewer in this festive 
alternative to the same-old holiday fare! It's 
a fast-paced, interactive comedy revue filled 
with style and wit—where even Rudolph is fair 
game. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31, $40-$60. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 

Watch on the Rhine: It's 1940—and Fanny Farrelly, 
a wealthy matriarch living in Washington, DC, 
is about to learn it’s no longer the world she 
once knew. After spending 20 years abroad, 
Fanny's daughter arrives home with her German 
husband, Kurt, an anti-fascist activist. When a 
houseguest and Nazi sympathizer threatens to 
turn Kurt in, the family discovers how far they'll 
go to fight for what they believe—and for each 
other. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 14, $30-$97. Berkeley Repertory's Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 8 


Aladdin: A thrilling new production filled with unfor- 
gettable beauty, magic, comedy and breathtaking 
spectacle. It’s an extraordinary theatrical event 
where one lamp and three wishes make the pos- 
sibilities infinite. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 7, $45-$199. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 


COVER STORY THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


Bright Star: This original musical written by Steve 


Martin and Edie Brickell tells a sweeping tale 
of love and redemption set against the rich 
backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ‘40s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 17, $39-$175. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


A Christmas Story: Nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 


wants nothing more for Christmas than an offi- 
cial Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle. But first, he'll have to navigate 
past a maniacal department store Santa, an 
infamous leg lamp, a triple-dog-dare to lick a 
frozen flagpole, and much more. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 23, $35-$125. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 
415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Small Mouth Sounds: On a weeklong silent retreat 


in the woods, six wildly disparate urbanites 
looking for life balance find that staying quiet 
doesn't necessarily bring inner peace. Under the 
eye of an unseen guru, six people have gathered 
to get away from it all. But as they listen to their 
leader's ruminations (and struggle to meditate 
while clumsily fighting their most primal of 
urges), they learn that silence can indeed be 
golden. It can also be funny, frustrating, erotic, 
comforting, and profoundly passive-aggressive. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 10, 
$25-$90. The Strand, 1127 Market, San Francisco, 
415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


The Jewelry Box: This hilariously heartwarming 


story follows a young Brian as he heads to the 
“mean streets” of Oakland to buy his mom a 
Christmas present. When he finds the perfect 
gift - a jewelry box in the White Front Department 
store - six-year-old Brian sets out to earn the 
required $11.97 by Christmas. Fri., Dec. 8, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 9, 5 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 15, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 
22,5p.m.; Sat., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $20-$35 sliding 
scale, $55-$100 reserved. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 


Literary 


MY SOULIS A WITNESS BOOK RELEASE AND 
PERFORMANCES 


themarsh.org. 


The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue: 


The Second City’s Dysfunctional Holiday Revue 
delivers a stocking full of hilarious sketch 
comedy and their world-famous improvisation 
with a wicked seasonal slant. No timeless 
tradition is too sacred to skewer in this festive 
alternative to the same-old holiday fare! It's 
a fast-paced, interactive comedy revue filled 
with style and wit-where even Rudolph is fair 
game. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31, $40-$60. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 


Watch on the Rhine: It's 1940—and Fanny Farrelly, 


a wealthy matriarch living in Washington, DC, 
is about to learn it’s no longer the world she 
once knew. After spending 20 years abroad, 
Fanny's daughter arrives home with her German 
husband, Kurt, an anti-fascist activist. When a 
houseguest and Nazi sympathizer threatens to 
turn Kurt in, the family discovers how far they'll 
go to fight for what they believe—and for each 
other. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 14, $30-$97. Berkeley Repertory's Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 


The Wiz: Ease on down the road with Dorothy and 


friends as BRG Mainstage Productions brings 
the wonder and amazement of “The Wiz" to 
the BRG stage. ‘The Wiz” is a staged musical 
filled with quick witted action and comedy. “The 
Wiz" boasts an uplifting soulful musical score of 
R&B, Pop & Disco; that makes the audience want 
to dance in their seats. ‘The Wiz” is a timeless 
classic that inspires audiences to sing along 
with Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man and the Lion 
as they dance their way to Em City and their 
magical journey through 0z. Fridays, 8-10 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 3-5 & 8-10 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16, $12.50-$35, www.blackrepertorygroup. 
com/the-wiz.html. Black Repertory Theatre, 3201 


Friday, Dec. 8, 8 p.m., Skyhigh Odditorium, 1255 26th St. Oakland; 


$20; skyhighodditorium.com 


This Friday, a number of the Bay Area’s best storytellers gather together to sup- 
port one of their own. Performers include writer, Shipwreck host, and founder 
of KQED’s Latinx performance series ; Donde Esta Mi Gente? Baruch Por- 
ras-Hernandez; filmmaker and stage artist Gina Gold; stand-up, theater, and 
hip-hop artist Jamie DeWolf; slam poet Jason Bayani; and storyteller and co- 
median Mighty Mike McGee. Proceeds support Joyce Lee, an Oakland writer 
and poet who recently lost her husband, as she begins a European book tour. 
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Adeline, Berkeley, 510-652-2120, blackreperto- 
rygroup.com. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


Aladdin: A thrilling new production filled with unfor- 


gettable beauty, magic, comedy and breathtaking 
spectacle. It’s an extraordinary theatrical event 
where one lamp and three wishes make the pos- 
sibilities infinite. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 7, $45-$199. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 
Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Bright Star: This original musical written by Steve 
Martin and Edie Brickell tells a sweeping tale 
of love and redemption set against the rich 
backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ‘40s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 17, $39-$175. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 

A Christmas Story: Nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 
wants nothing more for Christmas than an offi- 
cial Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle. But first, he'll have to navigate 
past a maniacal department store Santa, an 
infamous leg lamp, a triple-dog-dare to lick a 
frozen flagpole, and much more. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 23, $35-$125. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 
415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

My Stroke of Luck: Diane Barnes recounts her 
experience of having a stroke, her path to 
recovery, and more, in “My Stroke of Luck.” A 
spellbinding and funny look at love, family, and 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, Barnes 
shares the story of a single adoptive mother of 
special needs and gifted sons and how she forges 
a new identity after a debilitating stroke. Thu., 
Dec. 7, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 9, 5 p.m., $20-$100, 
themarsh.org/my_stroke_of_luck/diane-barnes/. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart 
Bousel and Megan Cohen host this “writing 
sprint’ where hastily penned thematic mono- 
logues get performed before the ink even gets a 
chance to dry. Second Saturday of every month, 
8:30 p.m., free. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San 
Francisco, 415-673-3847, theexit.org. 

Small Mouth Sounds: On a weeklong silent retreat 
in the woods, six wildly disparate urbanites 
looking for life balance find that staying quiet 
doesn't necessarily bring inner peace. Under the 
eye of an unseen guru, six people have gathered 
to get away from it all. But as they listen to their 
leader's ruminations (and struggle to meditate 
while clumsily fighting their most primal of 
urges), they learn that silence can indeed be 
golden. It can also be funny, frustrating, erotic, 
comforting, and profoundly passive-aggressive. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 10, 
$25-$90. The Strand, 1127 Market, San Francisco, 
415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 

The Jewelry Box: This hilariously heartwarming 
story follows a young Brian as he heads to the 
“mean streets” of Oakland to buy his mom a 
Christmas present. When he finds the perfect 
gift - a jewelry box in the White Front Department 
store - six-year-old Brian sets out to earn the 
required $11.97 by Christmas. Fri., Dec. 8, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 9, 5 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 15, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 
22,5p.m.; Sat., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $20-$35 sliding 
scale, $55-$100 reserved. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

The Kipling Hotel: This 2017 Theatre Bay Area 
nominee for Outstanding Solo Performance 
invites audiences to 1980s Los Angeles, when 
Don Reed recounts the awkward adventures of 
the son of an Oakland pimp struggling through 
UCLA. The under-funded Reed scrambles to 
stay afloat with a variety of schemes, from 
serial party-hopping to stripping, before finally 
earning room and board by serving breakfast at 
an unforgettable retirement home on the rough 
side of town. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, $20-$35 
Sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved, themarsh.org/ 


kipling_hotel/don-reed-sf/. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue: 
The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue 
delivers a stocking full of hilarious sketch 
comedy and their world-famous improvisation 
with a wicked seasonal slant. No timeless 
tradition is too sacred to skewer in this festive 
alternative to the same-old holiday fare! It's 
a fast-paced, interactive comedy revue filled 
with style and wit—-where even Rudolph is fair 
game. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31, $40-$60. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 

Watch on the Rhine: It's 1940—and Fanny Farrelly, 
a wealthy matriarch living in Washington, DC, 
is about to learn it’s no longer the world she 
once knew. After spending 20 years abroad, 
Fanny's daughter arrives home with her German 
husband, Kurt, an anti-fascist activist. When a 
houseguest and Nazi sympathizer threatens to 
turn Kurt in, the family discovers how far they'll 
go to fight for what they believe—and for each 
other. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 14, $30-$97. Berkeley Repertory's Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 

The Wiz: Ease on down the road with Dorothy and 
friends as BRG Mainstage Productions brings 
the wonder and amazement of “The Wiz’ to 
the BRG stage. ‘The Wiz” is a staged musical 
filled with quick witted action and comedy. “The 
Wiz" boasts an uplifting soulful musical score of 
R&B, Pop & Disco; that makes the audience want 
to dance in their seats. “The Wiz” is a timeless 
classic that inspires audiences to sing along 
with Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man and the Lion 
as they dance their way to Em City and their 
magical journey through Oz. Fridays, 8-10 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 3-5 & 8-10 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16, $12.50-$35, www.blackrepertorygroup. 
com/the-wiz.html. Black Repertory Theatre, 3201 
Adeline, Berkeley, 510-652-2120, blackreperto- 
rygroup.com. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 10 


Aladdin: A thrilling new production filled with unfor- 
gettable beauty, magic, comedy and breathtaking 
spectacle. It’s an extraordinary theatrical event 
where one lamp and three wishes make the pos- 
sibilities infinite. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 7, $45-$199. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Bright Star: This original musical written by Steve 
Martin and Edie Brickell tells a sweeping tale 
of love and redemption set against the rich 
backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ‘40s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 17, $39-$175. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 

A Christmas Story: Nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 
wants nothing more for Christmas than an offi- 
cial Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle. But first, he'll have to navigate 
past a maniacal department store Santa, an 
infamous leg lamp, a triple-dog-dare to lick a 
frozen flagpole, and much more. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 23, $35-$125. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 
415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Small Mouth Sounds: On a weeklong silent retreat 
in the woods, six wildly disparate urbanites 
looking for life balance find that staying quiet 
doesn't necessarily bring inner peace. Under the 
eye of an unseen guru, six people have gathered 
to get away from it all. But as they listen to their 
leader's ruminations (and struggle to meditate 
while clumsily fighting their most primal of 
urges), they learn that silence can indeed be 
golden. It can also be funny, frustrating, erotic, 
comforting, and profoundly passive-aggressive. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 10, 
$25-$90. The Strand, 1127 Market, San Francisco, 


415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


The Kipling Hotel: This 2017 Theatre Bay Area 


nominee for Outstanding Solo Performance 
invites audiences to 1980s Los Angeles, when 
Don Reed recounts the awkward adventures of 
the son of an Oakland pimp struggling through 
UCLA. The under-funded Reed scrambles to 
stay afloat with a variety of schemes, from 
serial party-hopping to stripping, before finally 
earning room and board by serving breakfast at 
an unforgettable retirement home on the rough 
side of town. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, $20-$35 
sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved, themarsh.org/ 
kipling_hotel/don-reed-sf/. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


The Second City’s Dysfunctional Holiday Revue: 


The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue 
delivers a stocking full of hilarious sketch 
comedy and their world-famous improvisation 
with a wicked seasonal slant. No timeless 
tradition is too sacred to skewer in this festive 
alternative to the same-old holiday fare! It's 
a fast-paced, interactive comedy revue filled 
with style and wit-where even Rudolph is fair 
game. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31, $40-$60. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 


Watch on the Rhine: It's 1940—and Fanny Farrelly, 


a wealthy matriarch living in Washington, DC, 
is about to learn it’s no longer the world she 
once knew. After spending 20 years abroad, 
Fanny's daughter arrives home with her German 
husband, Kurt, an anti-fascist activist. When a 
houseguest and Nazi sympathizer threatens to 
turn Kurt in, the family discovers how far they'll 
go to fight for what they believe—and for each 
other. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 14, $30-$97. Berkeley Repertory'’s Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 


MONDAY, DEC. 11 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 


mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 12 


Aladdin: A thrilling new production filled with unfor- 


gettable beauty, magic, comedy and breathtaking 
spectacle. It’s an extraordinary theatrical event 
where one lamp and three wishes make the pos- 
sibilities infinite. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 7, $45-$199. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Bright Star: This original musical written by Steve 


Martin and Edie Brickell tells a sweeping tale 
of love and redemption set against the rich 
backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ‘40s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 17, $39-$175. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


A Christmas Story: Nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 


wants nothing more for Christmas than an offi- 
cial Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle. But first, he'll have to navigate 
past a maniacal department store Santa, an 
infamous leg lamp, a triple-dog-dare to lick a 
frozen flagpole, and much more. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 23, $35-$125. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 
415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Durst Case Scenario: This 2017 Theatre Bay 


Area nominee for Outstanding Solo Production 
specializes in political humor for folks who 
don't like politics. Will Durst’s rollicking feast 
of outraged and outrageous satire is a comedic 
exploration of how America is changing in the 
Trump era. Tue., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 19, 8 
p.m., $20 - $35 sliding scale, $55 - $100 reserved. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue: 


The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue 
delivers a stocking full of hilarious sketch 
comedy and their world-famous improvisation 


Theater 


MANNIE! 


Thursday - Sunday, Dec. 7-10, 7 p.m., SF Oasis, 298 11th St. $20; 


sfoasis.com 


Drunk Drag Broadway returns with another hilarious gender-bending parody, 
this time of the classic broadway musical Annie. Expect to see a cast including 
little orphan “girls” and “Sugar Daddy” Warbucks ferociously singing classics 
from Annie, along with numbers from other popular musicals like Hamilton and 
Les Miserables. Broadway-level theatrics combine with the energy of drag per- 
formers to make MAnnie a phenomenal, gut-busting treat for those looking for 
a unique musical experience. 





with a wicked seasonal slant. No timeless 
tradition is too sacred to skewer in this festive 
alternative to the same-old holiday fare! It's 
a fast-paced, interactive comedy revue filled 
with style and wit-where even Rudolph is fair 
game. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31, $40-$60. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 


Watch on the Rhine: It's 1940—and Fanny Farrelly, 


a wealthy matriarch living in Washington, DC, 
is about to learn it’s no longer the world she 
once knew. After spending 20 years abroad, 
Fanny's daughter arrives home with her German 
husband, Kurt, an anti-fascist activist. When a 
houseguest and Nazi sympathizer threatens to 
turn Kurt in, the family discovers how far they'll 
go to fight for what they believe—and for each 
other. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 14, $30-$97. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13 


Aladdin: A thrilling new production filled with unfor- 


gettable beauty, magic, comedy and breathtaking 
spectacle. It’s an extraordinary theatrical event 
where one lamp and three wishes make the pos- 
sibilities infinite. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 7, $45-$199. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 


Bright Star: This original musical written by Steve 


Martin and Edie Brickell tells a sweeping tale 
of love and redemption set against the rich 
backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ‘40s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 17, $39-$175. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
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Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


A Christmas Story: Nine-year-old Ralphie Parker 


wants nothing more for Christmas than an offi- 
cial Red Ryder Carbine-Action 200-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle. But first, he'll have to navigate 
past a maniacal department store Santa, an 
infamous leg lamp, a triple-dog-dare to lick a 
frozen flagpole, and much more. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 23, $35-$125. San 
Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 
415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically 


linked one-act, five-minute plays that share 
common criteria. Second Wednesday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.wordpress.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 


The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue: 


The Second City's Dysfunctional Holiday Revue 
delivers a stocking full of hilarious sketch 
comedy and their world-famous improvisation 
with a wicked seasonal slant. No timeless 
tradition is too sacred to skewer in this festive 
alternative to the same-old holiday fare! It's 
a fast-paced, interactive comedy revue filled 
with style and wit—where even Rudolph is fair 
game. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31, $40-$60. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 


Watch on the Rhine: It's 1940—and Fanny Farrelly, 


a wealthy matriarch living in Washington, DC, 
is about to learn it’s no longer the world she 
once knew. After spending 20 years abroad, 
Fanny's daughter arrives home with her German 
husband, Kurt, an anti-fascist activist. When a 
houseguest and Nazi sympathizer threatens to 
turn Kurt in, the family discovers how far they'll 
go to fight for what they believe—and for each 
other. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 14, $30-$97. Berkeley Repertory's Roda 
Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
berkeleyrep.org. 
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Sunday. December 31, 2017 


HOTEL ACCOMODATION PACKAGE 
$475.00 PER COUPLE + TAX 


Guest Accommodation For The Night * New Years Eve Dinner Buffet * Access 





to 3 Party Rooms with 2 Live Bands & Video DJ * Midnight Champagne Toast 


Party Favor & Balloon Drop * Breakfast Buffet on New Years Day 
DINNER PACKAGE: 
$285.00 PER COUPLE + TAX 


New Years Eve Dinner Buffet * Access to 3 Party Rooms with 2 Live Bands 


and Video DJ * Midnight Champagne Toast ¢ Party Favor & Balloon Drop 


FEATURING 
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EDITOR'S NOTE NEWS VIEWS 


FRIDAY, DEC. 29 


Greg Proops: Fri., Dec. 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 7:45 
& 10:15 p.m., $40. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Lucius: w/ Bedouine, The Seaweed Sisters Fri., 
Dec. 29, 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $31-$146. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, 
theindependentsf.com. 

POPNYE: With Audien, Andrew Bayer, Get Real, 
Gorgon City, and more. Fri., Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $50-$265, 
popnye.com/. The Armory, 1800 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-677-0456, sfarmory.com. 

STS9: Fri., Dec. 29, 7:45 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 7:45 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $59.50-$80. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
415-345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 30 


WW; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25- 
$55. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

Greg Proops: Fri., Dec. 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 7:45 
& 10:15 p.m., $40. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Kaskade: Sat., Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $99.50-$349.50. Bill Graham Civic Audi- 
torium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 510-548-3010, 
apeconcerts.com. 

Lucius: w/ Bedouine, The Seaweed Sisters Fri., 
Dec. 29, 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $31-$146. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, 
theindependentsf.com. 

POPNYE: With Audien, Andrew Bayer, Get Real, 
Gorgon City, and more. Fri., Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $50-$265, 
popnye.com/. The Armory, 1800 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-677-0456, sfarmory.com. 

STS9: Fri., Dec. 29, 7:45 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 7:45 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $59.50-$80. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
415-345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 31 


WW; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25- 
$55. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

“Street Magic Live”: The New Year's Eve 
Edition: San Francisco's thrilling street perfor- 
mance scene comes inside at this showcase 
of magic, juggling and stunts by local prac- 
titioners. Sun., Dec. 31, 3 p.m., $20. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 

007: A James Bond celebratory theme party 
called ‘‘007", featuring many elements and 
scenes from beloved legendary bond movies 
such as “Goldeneye,” “A License to Kill,” 
“Goldfinger”, “Casino Royale” “For your Eyes 
Only” “From Russia with Love” and more.With 
Red Hots Burlesque, casino games, DJs, and 
more. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49-$3500. War 
Memorial and Performing Arts Center, 401 
Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-621-6600, www. 
sfwmpac.org. 

A New Year's Event with Seth MacFarlane 
and the San Francisco Symphony: Crooner 
extraordinaire Seth MacFarlane will sing with 
the San Francisco Symphony, led by conductor 
Edwin Outwater. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $89-$229. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 415-864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Afrolicious: Sun., Dec. 31,9 p.m., $40-$60. Rick- 
shaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

Alchemist New Years Eve 2018: Ring in 2018 with 
music, full open bar featuring seasonal craft 
cocktails created by our bar team, unique spir- 
its, beer, wine, well drinks, and a champagne 


toast. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $80-$1500. Alche- 
mist Bar & Lounge, 679 3rd St., San Francisco, 
415-734-6948, www.alchemistsf.com. 

Barracuda SF NYE: The 12th annual Barracuda 
New Year's Eve with drink specials and hors 
d'oeuvres. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$50. 
Folsom Street Foundry, 1425 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-795-3644, folsomstreetfoundry.com. 

Belle of the Ball NYE Cruise: With 3 levels of 
dancing, a huge roof deck to watch the fire- 
works over San Francisco bay, open cocktail 
bars throughout the yacht and a full dinner 
buffet! Enjoy festive party favors, a boarding 
photo and DJ entertainment to ring in the New 
Year. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $341. Pier 3, Pier 3, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco. 

Black & White NYE Masquerade Ball 2018: Wear 
your most elaborate mask and drink the night 
away with two rooms of music, live DJs, and 
more. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49.95-$150. Broad- 
way Studios, 435 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-291-0333, www.broadwaystudios.com. 

The Black Key Party: Featuring immersive theat- 
rical entertainment, a sensual quest with clues 
to solve the mystery, performances, costumes, 
live DJ sets, open bar, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $189-$2360. The Payne Mansion Hotel, 
1409 Sutter, San Francisco, 855-255-9396, 
paynehotel.com. 

The Brothers Comatose: Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$43.50-$48.50. Cornerstone, 2367 Shattuck 
Ave, Berkeley. 

Circus NYE 2017: with celebrity DJ's, per- 
formers, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
$10-$1200. Rocca Event Center, 3140 Mission, 
San Francisco. 

Confetti and Cocktails: Sip on cocktails and dance 
under the stars at the Americano bar. Sun., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $110-$165. Americano Restaurant & 
Bar, 8 Mission, San Francisco, 415-278-3700, 
americanorestaurant.com. 

Cracker: w/ Camper Van Bethoven Sun., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 30, 9 p.m., $26-$55. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750, slimspresents.com. 

Dave Attell & Friends: featuring Big Jay Oaker- 
son, Larry ‘“‘Bubbles’’ Brown, Morgan Murphy, 
and Nick Vatterott. Sun., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $35- 
$75. The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco, 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Epic New Year's Eve 2018: Ring in 2018 with four 
dancefloors and the Bay Area's best DJs. Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$449. Park Central Hotel, 
50 3rd Street, San Francisco, 415-974-6400, 
parkcentralsf.com. 

Eye Heart New Year's Eve: w/ T-Pain and more 
Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 109-$175. Fort Mason, 
Festival Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 415- 
292-3531, fortmason.org. 

EZ . NYE: With open bar, DJ set from Starfari, 
two bars, outdoor patio, and more. Sun., Dec. 
31, 9:30 p.m.-3 a.m., $95, www.facebook. 
com/events/153161812079183/. Monroe, 473 
Broadway, San Francisco, 415-772-9002, 
monroesf.com. 

Forever Tango Live: See a special performance 
of the award winning Broadway sensation 
Forever Tango!! Then celebrate the new year 
in our “Latin Nights” NYE After Party where 
we will celebrate the Latin Culture, bringing 
you a romantic, sexy, fun night, from the 
streets of Havana to the beaches in Mexico. 
Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $199-$399. Palace of Fine 
Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 415-567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Galeria’s New Year's Eve Pachanga: The cham- 
pagne is chilling; the menu is cooking; the 
pinatas are on their way and the music is being 
curated so delen shine a sus shoes y venganse 
a bailar. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$20. Virgil's 
Sea Room, 3152 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
829-2233, virgilssf.com. 

Goapele: Sun., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., $99. Yoshi's 
Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510- 
238-9200, yoshis.com. 

GoodPeople New Year's Eve: Featuring live enter- 
tainment, performers, exhibitions, bands, DJs, 
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and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $130-$300. The 
Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San Francisco, 
415-397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

Greg Proops: Fri., Dec. 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 7:45 
& 10:15 p.m., $40. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Hard Rock Cafe SF New Year's Eve Guitar 
Smash 2018: Be prepared for a night filled 
with amazing food, incredible drinks, and 
music by DJ Jimmy Hits. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m.-1 a.m., $75-$125, www.ticketweb.com/ 
event/new-years-eve-guitar-smash-hard- 
rock-cafe-tickets/7836635?pl=hardrocksf. 
Hard Rock Cafe, Pier 39 Bldg ql, San Francisco, 
415-433-7625, hardrock.com. 

Holy NYE: Dance to hip hop, Top 40, club classics, 
with a massive confetti blast, party favors, a 
spacious dancefloor, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $9.99-$19.99. Holy Cow, 1535 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 415-621-6087, www.theholycow.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue's New Year's Eve Bur- 
lesque Bash: Spend your New Year's Eve with 
shimmering showgirls, madcap swing, and an 
unforgettable night of thrills! With burlesque 
and more by Lola Coquette, Dem Foxy Femmes, 
Frankie Fictitious, Sweet Belize, Pixie Vanille, 
Major Suttle-Tease, Lula Applebruise, JonBenet 
Butterbuns, Jet Noir, Bo Vixxen and many 
more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m.-1:45 a.m., $20-$25, 
hubbarevue.com/. Uptown Nightclub, 1928 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, uptown- 
nightclub.com. 

IMAGINE: New Year's Eve 2018: Embark upon 
an epic adventure through 9 fairytale-themed 
worlds of mesmerizing cirque performers, fairy 
ballet dancers, wizard magicians, fantasy art 
exhibits, Instagram hot spots, premium open 
bars, wine-tasting room, whiskey lounge, cham- 
pagne bar, live jazz club, DJ's & dancing, and 
more. Black-tie optional or fairytale-inspired 
costume attire. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125-$500. 
Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 
415-567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Jeff Goldblum and The Mildred Snitzer Or- 
chestra: Sun., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m., 
$85-$125. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 415-394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Karen Shook: Karen Shook plays genre spanning 
feel good covers and sometimes comedic 
originals-from Johnny Cash and Dolly Parton, 
to Bob Marley, Aretha Franklin, and so much 
more. The night will include a champagne toast 
and local pastries will be served in the morning. 
Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $250+, 707-200-4655, 
theastromotel.com/. Astro Motel, 323 Santa 
Rosa Ave, Santa Rosa. 

Kaskade: Sat., Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $99.50-$349.50. Bill Graham Civic Audi- 
torium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 510-548-3010, 
apeconcerts.com. 

Lucius: w/ Bedouine, The Seaweed Sisters Fri., 
Dec. 29, 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $31-$146. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, 
theindependentsf.com. 

M.0.A.NY. New Years Eve Countdown 2018: with 
three dancefloors, DJs, a midnight confetti and 
balloon drop, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$25-$1875. The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van 
Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716, 
theregencyballroom.com. 

Mega New Year's Eve 2018: Three dancefloors, 
two balloon drops, party favors, and more. 
Sun., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $20-$649.95. Luxx 
Event Space, 514 Jesse Street, San Francisco. 

Metric: Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $80-$200. Mezza- 
nine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 415-625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 

Mixologi New Year's Eve: Turn up to dope music 
on the dance floor, vibe out with the crew in 
intimate lounge areas, and all come together 
to toast champagne as the ball drops. Sun., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $50-$85. Hotel Zeppelin, 545 
Post, San Francisco. 

New Wave's Eve: New wave, synthpop and post- 
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Greg Proops: Fri., Dec. 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 7:45 
& 10:15 p.m., $40. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Lucius: w/ Bedouine, The Seaweed Sisters Fri., 
Dec. 29, 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $31-$146. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, 
theindependentsf.com. 

POPNYE: With Audien, Andrew Bayer, Get Real, 
Gorgon City, and more. Fri., Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $50-$265, 
popnye.com/. The Armory, 1800 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-677-0456, sfarmory.com. 

STS9: Fri., Dec. 29, 7:45 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 7:45 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $59.50-$80. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
415-345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 30 


i; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25- 
$55. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

Greg Proops: Fri., Dec. 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 7:45 
& 10:15 p.m., $40. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Kaskade: Sat., Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $99.50-$349.50. Bill Graham Civic Audi- 
torium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 510-548-3010, 
apeconcerts.com. 

Lucius: w/ Bedouine, The Seaweed Sisters Fri., 
Dec. 29, 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $31-$146. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, 
theindependentsf.com. 

POPNYE: With Audien, Andrew Bayer, Get Real, 
Gorgon City, and more. Fri., Dec. 29, 7 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $50-$265, 
popnye.com/. The Armory, 1800 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-677-0456, sfarmory.com. 

STS9: Fri., Dec. 29, 7:45 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 7:45 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $59.50-$80. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
415-345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 31 


Wl; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25- 
$55. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

“Street Magic Live”: The New Year's Eve 
Edition: San Francisco's thrilling street perfor- 
mance scene comes inside at this showcase 
of magic, juggling and stunts by local prac- 
titioners. Sun., Dec. 31, 3 p.m., $20. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 

007: A James Bond celebratory theme party 
called ‘‘007", featuring many elements and 
scenes from beloved legendary bond movies 
such as “Goldeneye,” “A License to Kill,” 
“Goldfinger”, ‘Casino Royale” “For your Eyes 
Only” “From Russia with Love” and more.With 
Red Hots Burlesque, casino games, DJs, and 
more. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49-$3500. War 
Memorial and Performing Arts Center, 401 
Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-621-6600, www. 
sfwmpac.org. 

A New Year's Event with Seth MacFarlane 
and the San Francisco Symphony: Crooner 
extraordinaire Seth MacFarlane will sing with 
the San Francisco Symphony, led by conductor 
Edwin Outwater. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m.,$89-$229. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 415-864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Afrolicious: Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40-$60. Rick- 
shaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

Alchemist New Years Eve 2018: Ring in 2018 with 
music, full open bar featuring seasonal craft 
cocktails created by our bar team, unique spir- 
its, beer, wine, well drinks, and a champagne 


toast. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $80-$1500. Alche- 
mist Bar & Lounge, 679 3rd St., San Francisco, 
415-734-6948, www.alchemistsf.com. 

Barracuda SF NYE: The 12th annual Barracuda 
New Year's Eve with drink specials and hors 
d'oeuvres. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$50. 
Folsom Street Foundry, 1425 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-795-3644, folsomstreetfoundry.com. 

Belle of the Ball NYE Cruise: With 3 levels of 
dancing, a huge roof deck to watch the fire- 
works over San Francisco bay, open cocktail 
bars throughout the yacht and a full dinner 
buffet! Enjoy festive party favors, a boarding 
photo and DJ entertainment to ring in the New 
Year. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $341. Pier 3, Pier 3, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco. 

Black & White NYE Masquerade Ball 2018: Wear 
your most elaborate mask and drink the night 
away with two rooms of music, live DJs, and 
more. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49.95-$150. Broad- 
way Studios, 435 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-291-0333, www.broadwaystudios.com. 

The Black Key Party: Featuring immersive theat- 
rical entertainment, a sensual quest with clues 
to solve the mystery, performances, costumes, 
live DJ sets, open bar, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $189-$2360. The Payne Mansion Hotel, 
1409 Sutter, San Francisco, 855-255-9396, 
paynehotel.com. 

The Brothers Comatose: Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$43.50-$48.50. Cornerstone, 2367 Shattuck 
Ave, Berkeley. 

Circus NYE 2017: with celebrity DJ's, per- 
formers, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
$10-$1200. Rocca Event Center, 3140 Mission, 
San Francisco. 

Confetti and Cocktails: Sip on cocktails and dance 
under the stars at the Americano bar. Sun., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $110-$165. Americano Restaurant & 
Bar, 8 Mission, San Francisco, 415-278-3700, 
americanorestaurant.com. 

Cracker: w/ Camper Van Bethoven Sun., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 30, 9 p.m., $26-$55. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco, 415-885-0750, slimspresents.com. 

Dave Attell & Friends: featuring Big Jay Oaker- 
son, Larry ““Bubbles”’ Brown, Morgan Murphy, 
and Nick Vatterott. Sun., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $35- 
$75. The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco, 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Epic New Year's Eve 2018: Ring in 2018 with four 
dancefloors and the Bay Area's best DJs. Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$449. Park Central Hotel, 
50 3rd Street, San Francisco, 415-974-6400, 
parkcentralsf.com. 

Eye Heart New Year's Eve: w/ T-Pain and more 
Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 109-$175. Fort Mason, 
Festival Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 415- 
292-3531, fortmason.org. 

EZ . NYE: With open bar, DJ set from Starfari, 
two bars, outdoor patio, and more. Sun., Dec. 
31, 9:30 p.m.-3 a.m., $95, www.facebook. 
com/events/153161812079183/. Monroe, 473 
Broadway, San Francisco, 415-772-9002, 
monroesf.com. 

Forever Tango Live: See a special performance 
of the award winning Broadway sensation 
Forever Tango!! Then celebrate the new year 
in our “Latin Nights” NYE After Party where 
we will celebrate the Latin Culture, bringing 
you a romantic, sexy, fun night, from the 
streets of Havana to the beaches in Mexico. 
Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $199-$399. Palace of Fine 
Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 415-567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Galeria’s New Year's Eve Pachanga: The cham- 
pagne is chilling; the menu is cooking; the 
pinatas are on their way and the music is being 
curated so delen shine a sus shoes y venganse 
a bailar. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$20. Virgil's 
Sea Room, 3152 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
829-2233, virgilssf.com. 

Goapele: Sun., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., $99. Yoshi's 
Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510- 
238-9200, yoshis.com. 

GoodPeople New Year's Eve: Featuring live enter- 
tainment, performers, exhibitions, bands, DJs, 
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and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $130-$300. The 
Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San Francisco, 
415-397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

Greg Proops: Fri., Dec. 29, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 30, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 7:45 
& 10:15 p.m., $40. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
San Francisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Hard Rock Cafe SF New Year's Eve Guitar 
Smash 2018: Be prepared for a night filled 
with amazing food, incredible drinks, and 
music by DJ Jimmy Hits. Sun., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m.-1 a.m., $75-$125, www.ticketweb.com/ 
event/new-years-eve-guitar-smash-hard- 
rock-cafe-tickets/7836635?pl=hardrocksf. 
Hard Rock Cafe, Pier 39 Bldg ql, San Francisco, 
415-433-7625, hardrock.com. 

Holy NYE: Dance to hip hop, Top 40, club classics, 
with a massive confetti blast, party favors, a 
spacious dancefloor, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $9.99-$19.99. Holy Cow, 1535 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 415-621-6087, www.theholycow.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue's New Year's Eve Bur- 
lesque Bash: Spend your New Year's Eve with 
shimmering showgirls, madcap swing, and an 
unforgettable night of thrills! With burlesque 
and more by Lola Coquette, Dem Foxy Femmes, 
Frankie Fictitious, Sweet Belize, Pixie Vanille, 
Major Suttle-Tease, Lula Applebruise, JonBenet 
Butterbuns, Jet Noir, Bo Vixxen and many 
more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m.-1:45 a.m., $20-$25, 
hubbarevue.com/. Uptown Nightclub, 1928 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, uptown- 
nightclub.com. 

IMAGINE: New Year's Eve 2018: Embark upon 
an epic adventure through 9 fairytale-themed 
worlds of mesmerizing cirque performers, fairy 
ballet dancers, wizard magicians, fantasy art 
exhibits, Instagram hot spots, premium open 
bars, wine-tasting room, whiskey lounge, cham- 
pagne bar, live jazz club, DJ’s & dancing, and 
more. Black-tie optional or fairytale-inspired 
costume attire. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125-$500. 
Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 
415-567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Jeff Goldblum and The Mildred Snitzer Or- 
chestra: Sun., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m., 
$85-$125. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 415-394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Karen Shook: Karen Shook plays genre spanning 
feel good covers and sometimes comedic 
originals-from Johnny Cash and Dolly Parton, 
to Bob Marley, Aretha Franklin, and so much 
more. The night will include a champagne toast 
and local pastries will be served in the morning. 
Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $250+, 707-200-4655, 
theastromotel.com/. Astro Motel, 323 Santa 
Rosa Ave, Santa Rosa. 

Kaskade: Sat., Dec. 30, 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $99.50-$349.50. Bill Graham Civic Audi- 
torium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 510-548-3010, 
apeconcerts.com. 

Lucius: w/ Bedouine, The Seaweed Sisters Fri., 
Dec. 29, 9 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 30, 9 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $31-$146. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420, 
theindependentsf.com. 

M.0.A.NLY. New Years Eve Countdown 2018: with 
three dancefloors, DJs, a midnight confetti and 
balloon drop, and more. Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$25-$1875. The Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van 
Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716, 
theregencyballroom.com. 

Mega New Year's Eve 2018: Three dancefloors, 
two balloon drops, party favors, and more. 
Sun., Dec. 31, 8:30 p.m., $20-$649.95. Luxx 
Event Space, 514 Jesse Street, San Francisco. 

Metric: Sun., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $80-$200. Mezza- 
nine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 415-625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 

Mixologi New Year's Eve: Turn up to dope music 
on the dance floor, vibe out with the crew in 
intimate lounge areas, and all come together 
to toast champagne as the ball drops. Sun., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $50-$85. Hotel Zeppelin, 545 
Post, San Francisco. 

New Wave's Eve: New wave, synthpop and post- 


ARIS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


AMBIANCE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


YOURE INVITED! 


CUSTOMER APPRECIATION PARTIES: 
THU DEC. 7 e 5-9 pm 
Haight-Ashbury & Noe Valley Locations 


Enjoy treats, prize raffles every half hour a free 
Gift With Purchase when you spend $50 & up 
ag OS 


15% OFF REGULAR ITEMS 
& AN ADDITIONAL 
25% OFF SALE ITEMS* 


_ 


finer Sunset & 
_ ‘Marjna District 
-*%  ° {Parties 

.. oe TRUSDEC..L4! 


i 


OUR LOCATIONS 
1458 Haight ® 3979 24th ® 1858 Union ® 756 Irving 


www.AmbianceSF.com e @AmbianceSF 





DECEMBER 7 - 13, 2017 29 


TS & CULTURE \ ‘OUR DESCENT INTO HAPLESS PARANOIA‘ 






Amorality Play 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


There was a time when the 
words “government drug-testing pro- 
gram” meant experimenting with LSD as 
a potential truth serum rather than mak- 
ing sure ex-cons weren't violating their pa- 
role. 

In Errol Morris’ enormous and mag- 
nificent Wormwood, the documentarian 
— the latest venerable filmmaker to 
join Netflix as it reshapes the cinematic 
landscape — takes on a metastatic cov- 
er-up that the CIA had dutifully papered 
over for decades. And it all began with a 
mild-mannered government bacteriolo- 
gist named Frank Olson, who allegedly 
committed suicide in November 1953 
by jumping out of an upper-story win- 
dow in his Manhattan hotel. Needless 
to say, things spiraled from there into 
a Cold War amorality tale touching on 
mind-control experiments, germ war- 
fare, Fidel Castro, and the Korean War, 
and continued unspooling well into the 
21st century. 

Through ample footage from the 
period — Olson, by happy coincidence, 
was an avid home moviemaker — mixed 
with dramatic reconstructions, pres- 
ent-day interviews of his subjects, and 
archival material from the 1970s and 
beyond, Morris gradually builds a case 
that this midcentury footnote could be 
read as an indictment of the seemingly 
eternal nature of what’s frequently 
referred to nowadays as the Deep State. 
Whatever conspiracy may or may not 
have happened in the mid-1950s, the 
subsequent cover-up demonstrated the 
government's intense willingness to lie, 
then lie about the lies. 

But two points are indisputably true: 
Olson’s colleagues dosed him with LSD 
for indeterminate reasons, and he died 
not long after. Everything else is murky. 
So what has to happen for a government 
that is nominally answerable to its 
citizens to become accountable only to 
itself? Does it periodically require a test 
of its own strength in this regard? 

The answers remain opaque. Osten- 
sibly, the proponents of the nascent 
national-security complex instinctively 
understood they needed to do whatever 
they could to protect it. This is territory 
Thomas Pynchon might cover, but the 
tone is far different from any hyper-ce- 
rebral, Pynchonesque farce. If anything, 
Wormwood is like the documentary 
equivalent of Truman Capote’s In Cold 
Blood, that so-called nonfiction novel. 

Olson (played by Peter Sarsgaard in 
the dramatizations) might have been 
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a paranoiac or he might have been too 
weak to “handle his drugs.” But by the 
mid-1970s, his then-adult son Eric — 
age 9 when his father disappeared — 
learns enough details to wrest a peculiar 
public apology out of the Ford adminis- 
tration, with the understanding that that 
would be the end of the matter. 

It wasn’t, and the ultimate unknow- 
ability of what transpired in that hotel 
room 64 years ago stalks Wormwood's 
protagonists and antagonists alike. The 
film is, at bottom, an epistemological 
inquiry into how shadows and whispers 
become historical facts. Eric Olson, who 
seems not to question his ability as a 
lowly grad student to obtain a meeting 
with the director of the CIA, is a compel- 
ling character, an obsessive who goes so 
far as to have his father disinterred and 
re-autopsied in the 1990s. He marvels 
at the presence of “burn bowls,” ritual 
instruments the agency uses for the de- 
struction of unfavorable information. 

Further, just as Donald Trump’s asso- 
ciations with flamboyant trickster Roger 
Stone and, earlier, the ruthless attorney 
Roy Cohn, connect the current president 
to Richard Nixon and to Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy, the people who show up in 
Wormwood are enough to make a person 
blanch. Dick Cheney and Donald Rums- 
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feld are here, along with crusading jour- 
nalist Seymour Hersh. Bob Balaban, at 
his creepy-crawliest, plays a CIA allergist 
named Harold Abramson, while Chris- 
tian Carmargo plays CIA deputy Robert 
Lashbrook, perhaps the man we should 
trust the least. The entire postwar period 
starts to feel like a soap opera with Lang- 
ley as some never-seen bedroom. 

On the same day as when Americans 
learned that the full tranche of docu- 
ments pertaining to the JFK assassina- 
tion weren't going to be released after all, 
I sat down with Morris at his hotel while 
he was in San Francisco for a screening 
of Wormwood at the Vogue Theater. (The 
miniseries was re-cut 
for a feature release, 
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cover up what had happened?” 

Clearly, they did, and that’s what 
lends credibility to the work of conspira- 
cy hunters like Eric Olson. Bureaucratic 
inertia seems to be the irresistible force 
in this case, and any individual player 
is merely caught in the spokes. Such a 
scenario is satisfying in that it handily 
dispatches the ravings of people like Alex 
Jones, who see false flags everywhere 
they look. But by extracting the prover- 
bial shadowy meetings in underground 
lairs from the equation, we're left with a 
model of postwar history that, essential- 
ly, consists of bumbling, self-impressed 
fools covering their asses again and 

again, forever. When 
the truth does come 


making it eligible for an Wormwood out, it’s only because 

Academy Award.) He Available Friday, people get sloppy as the 

expressed both doubt Dec. 15, on Netflix. years go by. They forget 

and uncertainty that to be vigilant about 

the CIA conspired to kill putting their naked 

Frank Olson. self-interest above all 
“The effort to cover else. 


something up indicates knowledge of 
wrongdoing, and it’s powerful evidence 
of a crime,’ Morris said. “Conspiracy, 
again, is something very different alto- 
gether. Did the CIA conspire to kill Frank 
Olson? It’s something that needs quali- 
fication, explanation. But did they try to 


“T find that thought truly terrifying, 
much more so than the idea that there’s 
some kind of infernal cabal,’ Morris 
said, “because then, it just seems totally 
out of control.” 

He has every reason to trust his 
gut on this point, because in a 2003 
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documentary (The Fog of War) former 
Defense Secretary Robert McNamara 
told Morris that only one thing kept 
the U.S. and U.S.S.R. from nuking each 
other at the height of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis: luck. 

“T would argue in part because of it, 
the world was saved. And would | attri- 
bute it to the actions of the Kennedys 
or the actions of Khrushchev and his 
commanders? I would say the latter,” he 
said. “The world is really a crazy place, 
and one just keeps hoping that there are 
some rational elements out there.” 

In a sense, Morris’ film is about the 
beginnings of the Cold War — specifi- 
cally, about the national-security state 
becoming unstoppably self-perpetuating 
in the way we think of Skynet from 
Terminator becoming self-aware. Both 
pertain to the threat of nuclear annihi- 
lation. The year 1953 was remarkable: It 
saw the official end of the Korean War, 
the execution of the Rosenbergs, and 
the death of Josef Stalin. It also marked 
the end of any possibility of peaceful 
coexistence with the Soviets, and the 
beginning of what Morris calls “our de- 
scent into a hapless paranoia.” 

It’s impossible not to see this histor- 
ical moment foreshadowing our own, in 
which the demented tweets of a presi- 
dent rattling sabers at North Korea can 
shape reality to a greater extent than 
any previous propagandist dreamed. 
But what’s most incredible, then, about 
Wormwood, is its aesthetics, from the 
dramatic re-creations to the loving 
home movies Frank Olson shot of his 
family idyll. 

When Morris interviewed Eric Ol- 
son, the resulting footage was spliced 
together from 10 different cameras. The 
anti-Orwellian documentarian trained 
more screens on his subject than a sur- 
veillance state would on an unperson, 
but the end product of this compulsion 
to capture the truth in all its fullness 
is beautiful. Morris sold Netflix on the 
idea for Wormwood as an “everything 
bagel,” and he wove its component parts 
together so harmoniously that it hides 
the near-mania of the man behind the 
camera who wants to scream, “How do 
we even know what we can know any- 
more?” Aesthetic decisions double as 
rigorous ethical scruples. This is a cin- 
ematic project trained on the genesis 
of the rot at the heart of the American 
empire, and released just as that rot 
has finally spread everywhere, to ev- 
erything. 


pkane@sfweekly.com 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Since it appears we’re truly, 
seriously headed for a new Gilded Age 
courtesy of the GOP’s tax scam, it feels 
perversely appropriate that Fort Mason 
Center for Arts & Culture (FMCAC) is the 
new home of a mostly cinematic exhibit 
by a poetically damning British artist and 
filmmaker. “Isaac Julien: Playtime” con- 
sists mainly of three pieces, all of them on 
at least one screen, and all of them inter- 
rogations at the complex eddies and flows 
of global finance. A partnership with the 
San Francisco Art Institute (SFAI), it’s the 
inaugural show at SFAI’s new Gray Box 
Theater on one of FMCAC’s pavilions. 

If that sounds like a hastily mim- 
eographed flyer encouraging you to sit 
outside the Federal Reserve in ashes 
and sackcloth while getting harangued, 
it isn’t. Julien’s work is, on the whole, 
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moodily beautiful. In 2010's Better Life 
(Ten Thousand Waves), he takes modern 
Shanghai as a jumping-off point for 
a query into the alienation plaguing 
a country that leapt into incredibly 
wealth on an abbreviated timescale. An 
angelic figure — the ancient goddess 
Mazu, protectress of sailors — floats 
above the skyline (and, in some meta 
shots, against a studio greenscreen). 
Below, earthly figures find themselves 
spiritually adrift in high-rises and on 
public transit — or worse, as migrants 
trapped in quicksand and dying of hypo- 
thermia in the cold waters of England’s 
Morecambe Bay, where some 22 Chi- 
nese nationals perished in 2004 while 
picking cockles for illegally low wages. 
In 2013’s KAPITAL, Julien discussed 
the power dynamics of our financialized 
world with celebrated Marxist geogra- 
pher David Harvey. Since the invisible, 
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weightless, and odorless nature of cap- 
ital renders it impossible to capture on 
celluloid, Julien sought to portray it via 
its emanations into the world of social 
relations. A 30-minute conversation on 
such weighty topics almost shouldn’t fly 
by like this. 

Lastly, in the three-part, sev- 
en-screen Playtime, Julien travels to 
London, Dubai, and Reykjavik, the 
world cities that were arguably the foci 
of the 2008 global economic crisis. 

(The Zelig of our times, James Franco 
appears in one segment, as do Mercedes 
Cabral, Maggie Cheung, and Colin 
Salmon.) In the Reykjavik component, 
an industrial home near one of Iceland’s 
many geothermal power plants feels like 
the monitoring station for the pressures 
building up within the Earth itself. Its 
lonely inhabitant — a photographer 

— stares through a disconcertingly 
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yellow, Moholy-Nagy-esque win- 
dow, brooding on his station with 
a Nordic glumness. Of the Dubai 
section, which follows a Filipina 
guest worker, Julien calls it a 
“Blade Runner set.” 

The viewer moves — or feels 
compelled to move — among the 
seven screens, as few vantage 
points afford a perfect line of 
sight. (Julien set them up this way, 
here and at a previous intallation 
in Seoul.) If you’ve been to SFMO- 
MA to see Ragnar Kjartansson’s 
hour-long, nine-screen piece The 
Visitors, in which a group of mu- 
sicians plays the same song and 
gradually moves out of an old 
farmhouse in Upstate New York, 
the effect is similar. That similarity 
is not lost on Julien, although his 
work is more jagged in feel. 

“Since making [Playtime], 
there’ve been a number of people 
like [Kjartansson] who've kind of 
copied my way of working in the 
multiscreen set-up,” he tells SF 
Weekly. 

“T have lots of theories why I 
make several-screen works, be- 
cause I’ve been doing them since 
1996,” he adds. (By “theories,” 
Julien means his work is grounded 
in critical theory, not that he’s 
taking stabs at the mysteries of his 
own mind.) “In a sense, I think it 
became kind of like flattery, but 
I’m someone who pioneered that way of 
working.” 

In addition to the films, Julien pro- 
duced a few cards with stock-ticket bor- 
ders surrounding cameo portraits of the 
figures in his films and Yoko Ono-esque 
messages on the obverse. “Buy one of 
the 40 million+ apples that the United 
States produces each year. Imagine 
what percentage of the price goes back 
into the hand that picked it?” one says, 
while another dares you to “Find a place 
where nothing is for sale. Check your 
pockets. Do you have your phone? (If so 
try again.)” 

As of last week, the total value of all 
the world’s stock markets crept up on 
the $100 trillion mark, and to Julien, 
the technologically mediated present 
may have actually departed the capital- 
ist framework that got us here. 

“Perhaps we’re at some form of 
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feudalism, actually, and late capitalism 
under liberalism is over,” he says, before 
adding that, like capital itself, the tran- 
sition may be invisible to us. “I think it’s 
really interesting that [scholar] Frederic 
Jameson spoke about how we can imag- 
ine the end of the Earth more than we 
can imagine the end of capitalism.” 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 


pkane@sfweekly.com | @ @WannaCyber 


Isaac Julien: Playtime 

Through Feb. 11, 2018, at Fort Mason 
Center for Arts & Culture, 2 Marina 
Blvd., Building A. Free; 
fortmason.org. 
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The Reckoning 


By Christopher White 


Just like everyone else, I’ve been 
surprised by the allegations against rich 
and powerful men and the ways they 
have sexually harassed and assaulted 
other people, the majority of whom have 
been women. I’m not surprised that it 
happens, but I’m surprised that some of 
them — like the ones on the left and in 
Hollywood — are being held accountable 
by losing jobs, having awards taken away, 
and making public apologies. 

We all feigned shock at how aw- 
fully the men behaved on Mad Men. 
Like racism, homophobia, ableism, 
and everything else terrible we do, 
we wanted to pretend that things are 
so much better now and that those 
things happened in the past. We know 
better, and if this disaster of a govern- 
ment has shown us anything, it’s that 
oppression and 
discrimination 
are alive and well 
in the US. 

What I’m 
about to say is 
not meant in any 
way to excuse 
the behavior of 
those men, of 
course. And it 
bothers me when 
people say the is- 
sue is not about 
sex. It is. Sex is the tool these men use. 
However, what they have done is not 
solely about sex. It’s also rooted ina 
need to hold power over their victims 
and humiliate them. Power and control 
is the outcome they desire. It’s ugly. It’s 
dirty. And it’s meant to make people 
feel ashamed. 

There are some critical conversa- 
tions we are not having about the root 
of this problem and what is currently 
happening in this reckoning. It feels 
good to see powerful, rich men pay for 
the terrible things they’ve done. How- 
ever, if we don't start addressing it as a 
cultural and social problem, we'll feign 
shock and surprise again when it rears 
its ugly head down the road. 

I’m concerned we are not differen- 
tiating between bad and inappropriate 
behavior on the one hand, and sexual 
harassment and assault on the other. 
By throwing everything into the same 
category, we risk minimizing the ex- 
periences of people who have been 
sexually harassed and assaulted. This 
does not mean we excuse bad behavior 
or stop holding people accountable for 
their actions. In fact, I think we have a 
unique opportunity to talk about what 
is acceptable behavior and what is not, 


TS & CULTUF EAT & DRINK MUSIC 


PLOITATIONS 





and to focus on how we socialize young 
people around sex and sexuality. 

I'll start by owning my past bad 
behavior, particularly from when I 
was younger (and age is not an excuse, 
either). I’ve grabbed women’s breasts 
at gay clubs and bars because I thought 
that my gay card gave me a free pass. 

I have been aggressive with men, es- 
pecially when under the influence of 
alcohol and drugs, in ways that I never 
would be while sober. ’m embarrassed 
and feel terrible about those behaviors. 
I’m sorry if ’'ve ever made anyone feel 
uncomfortable or hurt them. I’ve even 
personally apologized to men when I 
knew that I was out of bounds — it’s 
amazing how far a personal apology 
can go. I work every day to be a better 
man and human being and to make the 
world better because of these things. 
We can all do better. 

Who do so many people, particular- 
ly men, behave in inappropriate ways 
when they are trying to find a sexual 
partner, at a bar, online, at the grocery 
store, wherever? (And let’s stop look- 
ing for sex at the office. Just stop.) For 
many people, alcohol and drugs are the 
only way they can let go of those inhi- 
bitions enough 
to ask for sex. 
The problem is 
that when those 
inhibitions go, 
so do all the oth- 
ers. We no lon- 
ger know when 
to stop or when 
a line has been 
crossed. And yes, 
we should all be 
held accountable 
for the things we 
do when we're drunk or high. 

We are also incredibly bad at han- 
dling rejection. Our reaction to em- 
barrassment is anger and, sometimes, 
violence. We’ve all seen the reactions 
on hookup and dating apps from men 
when women reject them. Why are 
they so incapable of saying, “OK, sorry 
to bother you. Have a nice day.”? 

We must start teaching young 
people how to negotiate relationships 
and sex, how to handle rejection, and 
how to handle their emotions. As 
grownups, we need to have more con- 
versations about these things and seek 
out information about how to handle 
them. I imagine classes on flirting, 
asking for sex, and handling rejection 
could be quite popular. So I'll work on 
getting those workshops developed 
and out there. 

In the meantime: Guys, stop being 
dicks. When someone says no, move 
on. And let’s keep teaching boys and 
young men that when they use power, 
money, physical force, or any other 
method to force people to have sex 
with them, the punishment will be 
swift and fierce. 
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Shadowman 
Not rated. 
Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 
Not a full-on Link Wray bio like the 
title might suggest to some, Oren Jaco- 
by’s documentary Shadowman looks at 
the life of a singularly unpleasant man: 
Richard Hambleton, whose signature 
works were Hiroshima-esque painted 
shadows of humans found on walls in 
some of the gnarliest parts of New York. 
He was as venerated in the early-1980s 
Manhattan street-art scene as the more 
famous Jean-Michel Basquiat and Keith 
Haring, and Banksy later cited him as 
an inspiration. But Hambleton was also 
a heroin addict, and every time he was 
given an opportunity to get back on 
his feet — and being a straight white 
man, he was given countless second 
chances — he blew it, due to a combina- 
tion of his smack habit and his general 
alpha-male stubbornness about what 
it means to be an artist. He also fully 
indulged in that tendency common to 
both addicts and alphas to blame ev- 
eryone but themselves for their lot in 
life. As a result, Shadowman’s attempts 
to deify him as being a brave hero who 
colored outside the lines or whatever in 
the denouement rings false. Hambleton 
died last month, long after the movie 
was finished and making the festival 
rounds; one doesn’t want to speak ill 
of the recent dead, but sometimes you 
gotta call a junkie a junkie. Sherilyn 


Connelly 
The Other Side of Hope 
Not rated. 
Opens Friday at the Opera Plaza 
Cinema. 


Nobody does wry, mannered comedy 
quite like the Nordic countries. Finnish 
director Aki Kaurismaki is best known 
on these shores for his unimpeachably 
hip Leningrad Cowboys Go America, and 
his new film, The Other Side of Hope, fits 
squarely into the canon. Khaled (Sher- 
wan Haji) is a Syrian refugee who seeks 
asylum in Helsinki while searching for 
his sister, and finds himself up against 
both a labyrinthine immigration system 
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and some very overt racism, including a 
group of white nationalists who appear 
to have been patterned after the Baldies 
from Philip Kaufman’s The Wanderers. 
Meanwhile, middle-aged businessman 
Wikstrém (Sakari Kuosmanen, one of 
the original Leningrad Cowboys) decides 
to buy a restaurant, in spite of know- 
ing nothing about that particular biz. 
Khaled and Wikstrom’s paths eventually 
cross after Khaled’s asylum request is 
denied, though Kaurismaki seems as 
interested in the struggles of running a 
restaurant as in the immigration crisis. 
Aside from the roving Nazi gangs and 
officious bureaucrats, Helsinki is an oth- 
erwise pleasant place where rockabilly 
music is never too far off, and the di- 
rector’s humanism shines through. For 
that matter, when compared to the most 
recent Scandinavian movie it resembles 
formalistically, Roy Andersson’s A Pigeon 
Sat on a Branch Reflecting on Existence, 
Kaurismaki’s The Other Side of Hope may 
as well be a Capra picture. SC 


Matilda 
The film is not rated. 
The most compelling image arrives 
late in Alexei Uchitel’s Russian melodra- 
ma Matilda. After attempting 32 fou- 
ettés in a row, the camera stares down at 
Matilda’s (Michalina Olszanska) bloody 
feet. The prima ballerina’s open sores 
have leaked streaks of red through her 
pink pointe shoes. This visual not only 
confirms her ambition to succeed as a 
dancer but also her willingness to bleed 
for what she wants. At the top of her 
wish list is Tsar Nicholas II (Lars Ei- 
dinger), or “Nicky” as she affectionately 
refers to him. When they’re not evading 
a cavalcade of villains — including his 
mother, a mad scientist, and a musta- 
chioed bureaucrat — Uchitel captures 
these star-crossed lovers in slow motion 
as they frolic in exquisitely adorned aris- 
tocratic bedrooms. This is a Slavic ver- 
sion of Downton Abbey, and one in which 
the Dowager Countess has no sense of 
humor. But Matilda’s fiercest antagonist 
turns out to be her romantic rival, a re- 
ligious zealot named Alexandra Feodor- 
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The Other Side of Hope 





The Other Side of Hope./Janus Films 


ovna (Luise Wolfram). From the history 
books we know that Alexandra married 
Nicholas and, in 1917, after some 20 
years on the throne, both were executed. 
When compared to other epic love sto- 
ries set in the 19th century, like Martha 
Fiennes’ Onegin and Joe Wright’s Anna 
Karenina, psychological acuity has been 
replaced by opulent symbolism. Those 
bloody feet reveal more about character 
than a slo-mo fainting scene at the last 
emperor’s coronation. Jeffrey Eda- 
latpour 


Wonder Wheel 
The filmis rated PG-13. 
The Coney Island ferris wheel looms 
large in front of Ginny’s (Kate Winslet) 
and Humpty’s (Jim Belushi) living room 
window. It circles and turns, constant- 
ly in motion, like a watchful eye. An 
alcoholic who’s off and on the wagon, 
Humpty runs the carousel ride while his 
wife, Ginny, waitresses at Ruby’s Clam 
House. She describes their home in the 
noisy amusement park as a “honky- 
tonk fairyland” — and she wants out. 
Her son, from a failed first marriage, 
is a grade-school pyromaniac who gets 
caught lighting fires under the board- 
walk. It’s no surprise that the drabness 
of Ginny’s life inspires migraines. Won- 
der Wheel is Woody Allen’s homage to 
the playwright Eugene O’Neill and the 
movies that Sidney Lumet made out 
of them. In particular, Allen references 
The Iceman Cometh as his characters 
suffer from addiction, existential angst 
and working-class hardships. As Ginny 
descends further and further into her 
fantasy life, she recalls the addled maj- 
esty of Vivien Leigh in Elia Kazan’s A 
Streetcar Named Desire. The drawing of 
a red-headed mermaid on a clapboard 
sign suggests a version of her lost youth. 
Kazan paired Leigh with a commanding 
Marlon Brando. Allen, however, strands 
Kate Winslet with Belushi and Justin 
Timberlake. Neither is her imaginative 
equal nor do they don’t hold her atten- 
tion. Belushi only makes eye contact 
with the ground, whereas Timberlake 
never relaxes enough to even blink. JE 


Film Showtimes 


Alamo Drafthouse. Gremlins Rule Breakers Movie 
Party: A gadget salesman is looking for a 
special gift for his son and finds one at a store 
in Chinatown. The shopkeeper is reluctant to 
sell him the “mogwai”’ but sells it to him with 
the warning to never expose him to bright 
light, water, or to feed him after midnight. 
All of this happens and the result is a gang of 
gremlins that decide to tear up the town on 
Christmas Eve. Sat., Dec. 9; Sun., Dec. 10. Silent 
Night Deadly Night Part 2: The younger sibling 
of the teenager who killed while dressed 
as Santa carries on in his brother's bloody 
footsteps. Tue., Dec. 12, 10 p.m. Home Alone: 
When bratty 8-year-old Kevin McCallister 
(Macaulay Culkin) acts out the night before 
a family trip to Paris, his mother (Catherine 
O'Hara) makes him sleep in the attic. After the 
McCallisters mistakenly leave for the airport 
without Kevin, he awakens to an empty house 
and assumes his wish to have no family has 
come true. But his excitement sours when he 
realizes that two con men (Joe Pesci, Daniel 
Stern) plan to rob the McCallister residence, 
and that he alone must protect the family 
home. Wed., Dec. 13, 7 p.m. 2550 Mission St, 
San Francisco, 415-549-5959, drafthouse.com/ 
sf/theater/new-mission. 

AMC Metreon 16. Titanic: James Cameron's 
“Titanic” is an epic, action-packed romance 
set against the ill-fated maiden voyage of 
the R.M.S. Titanic; the pride and joy of the 
White Star Line and, at the time, the largest 
moving object ever built. She was the most 
luxurious liner of her era -- the “ship of 
dreams” -- which ultimately carried over 1,500 
people to their death in the ice cold waters of 
the North Atlantic in the early hours of April 
15, 1912. Through Dec. 7. 101 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 415-369-6207, amctheatres.com/ 
movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 

Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: 
An ongoing series of experimental cinema. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. $7. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-824-3890, atasite.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Coco: Despite his family’s gener- 
ations-old ban on music, young Miguel dreams 
of becoming an accomplished musician like his 
idol Ernesto de la Cruz. Desperate to prove his 
talent, Miguel finds himself in the stunning and 
colorful Land of the Dead. After meeting a 
charming trickster named Hector, the two new 
friends embark on an extraordinary journey 
to unlock the real story behind Miguel's family 
history. Daily. Balboa Classics: Classic movies 
every week. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Popcorn 
Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets 
ticket plus popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 
a.m. Balboa Beer Movies: Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221-2184, 
balboamovies.com. 

Clay Theatre. The Square: Disaster strikes when 
a curator hires a public relations team to build 
some buzz for his renowned Swedish museum. 
Starting Dec. 8. Daily. The Room: Tommy 
Wiseau’s cinematic bomb is every bit as bad 
as it’s cracked up to be. You'll crack up as well 
at this riotous midnight screening with lots 
of Rocky Horror-style audience participation. 
Second Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m.; 
Fri., Dec. 8, 11:55 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 10, 9:30 p.m. 
2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. The Shape of Water: 
In Guillermo del Toro’s other-worldly fable, set 
circa 1962, a cleaner at a hidden high-security 
government laboratory discovers a secret 
experiment. Daily. Lady Bird: Greta Gerwig's 
joyous comedy excavates humor and pathos in 
the turbulent bond between a mother (Laurie 
Metcalf) and her teenage daughter (Saoirse 
Ronan). Daily. Wonder Wheel: Woody Allen's 
drama tells the story of four people whose 
lives intertwine amid the hustle and bustle of 
the Coney Island amusement park in the 1950s. 
Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
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san-francisco/embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 
15, San Francisco, 415-528-4444, explorato- 
rium.edu. 


The Knockout. Cyberpunk Cinema: Thrillhouse 


Records presents a classic sci-fi flick every 
month, preceded by an episode of Cowboy 
Bebop. Second Monday of every month, 6:30 
p.m. Free. cyberpunkcinema.tumblr.com. 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. God's Own Country: A young 


man on a remote sheep farm in the north of 
England is forced to deal with new emotions 
when a handsome Romanian migrant worker 
arrives. Daily. The Other Side of Hope: A pok- 
er-playing restaurateur and former traveling 
salesman befriends a group of refugees that 
has recently arrived in Finland. Starting Dec. 
8. Daily. The Man Who Invented Christmas: How 
Charles Dickens wrote ‘A Christmas Carol"’ and 
created a tradition. Starting Dec. 8. Daily. The 
Breadwinner: Follow the incredible animated 
journey of Parvana, a young girl who gives 
up everything to provide for her family and 
reunite with her father. In English. Starting 
Dec. 8. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
415-267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Roxie Theater. Another Wolfcop: A year has 


passed since the dark eclipse transformed 
hard-drinking Officer Lou Garou into the infa- 
mous lycanthrope crime-fighter. Although the 
evil that controlled Woodhaven were defeated, 
the small town is far from returning to normal. 
Fri., Dec. 8. Shadowman: In the 1980s, Richard 
Hambleton becomes known as the godfather 
of street art for his work that appears on 
buildings throughout the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. Starting Dec. 8. Daily. Dogtooth + 
Alps: Dogtooth plays with the idea of family life 
as aprison, telling the story of three teenagers 
who've been trapped at home all their lives, 
taught the wrong meanings of words, and told 
that they cannot leave until their ““dogtooth 
falls out’. Alps reveals an organization in which 
four members impersonate dead people for 
the obscure benefit of the recently bereaved. 
In true Lanthimos form, chaos ensues in a 
cacophony of hilarity and horror that will 
leave audiences joyfully uncomfortable. Fri., 
Dec. 8, 7 p.m. Popcorn for Breakfast: Saturday 
Cartoons: The Roxie presents an assortment of 
great classic cartoons (in both black & white 
and full color) for Saturday-morning slackers 
of all ages. Second Saturday of every month, 
11 a.m. Agitprop 2: Midcentury Production’s 
AGITPROP! events present work that explore 
the social and political filmmaking of the past. 
These three films deal with the tendency of 
the modern state to undermine the freedoms 
of its citizens. While this is currently front and 
center in the USA, it's also an ongoing problem 
around the world. Sat., Dec. 9, 1p.m. Bobbi Jene: 
After a decade of stardom in Israel, American 
dancer Bobbi Jene decides to leave behind 
her prominent position at the world-famous 
Batsheva Dance Company, as well as the love 
of her life, to return to the U.S. to create her 
own boundary breaking art. Sat., Dec. 9, 2:15 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 10, 1:45 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 12, 7 
p.m. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 415-863-1087, 
roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. British Arrows 


Awards 2017: From high-tech extravaganzas 
to wacky comedy, the British Arrows Awards 
showcase the most innovative and daring 
type of filmmaking—commercials! With only 
moments apiece to captivate their audiences, 
these UK commercials include outstanding 
performances by children, animals, and A-list 
celebrities. New this year: a selection of win- 
ners from the “craft” category, celebrating 
outstanding technical achievements. Sun., 
Dec. 10, 2 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 17, 2 p.m. $10. 701 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-978-2787, ybca.org. 
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World Famous 
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"Trish Coffee" 







Mon-Fri 
From 9am 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 
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Son's Addition took giant upward leaps from one visit to the next, although it still plays it safe. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Twenty-fourth Street in the 
Mission is shaping up to the be quiet riot 
for the end of 2017 — which is a little 
strange. After the Calle 24 cultural dis- 
trict sought to protect the area’s Latino 
heritage, there were plans to cap the 
number of eateries, but in the last few 
months, we've gotten Alma Cocina, Fox- 
sister, and Son’s Addition in rapid succes- 
sion. 

Husband-and-wife team Nick Co- 
barruvias (formerly Marlowe’s chef de 
cuisine) and Anna Sager Cobarruvias 
opened the latter a few weeks ago, 
replacing a mediocre pupuseria that 
was mostly known for its practice of 
charging $2 for customers to use the 
bathroom. (I went there only once, in 
2010 when I was making ice cream 
across the street at Humphry Slo- 
combe.) 

Anyway, inglorious history or not, 
Son’s Addition draws Asian and Latino 
ingredients into the expected California 
rubric without any of the showiness that 
would earn the dreaded fusion label. 

It also gave me pause on my first visit. 
Many dishes were under-seasoned, and 
the whole thing felt like a major case of 
me-tooism, playing it safe by duplicating 
stuff you can easily get anywhere else. 

I still feel like this restaurant errs on 
the conservative side. If Son’s Addition 
were Christmas decorations, it would 
be white lights wrapped tightly around 
a the bare limbs of an ornamental pear 
tree. But it took a giant step upward 
from visit one to visit two, and another 
leap from visit two to visit three. 

Another important point: Son’s Ad- 
dition was at capacity every time I went 
on (on varied nights and hours). In light 
of that, finding their legs as quickly as 
they did suggests that the team was sim- 
ply caught off-guard by the crowds that 
flocked there almost from Day 1 — and 
had to scramble to adjust. So I’m going 
with my gut on this one and basically 
nixing the details of the entire first visit 
from the equation, because I don’t think 
they apply any longer. 

What do we got, then? A lot of good, 
and a couple really excellent things. Pos- 
sibly the most excellent is the poached 
chicken and crispy skin ($13), a Thai-in- 
flected coconut rice bowl with a jagged 
chunk of skin in the shape of a land- 
locked country, some dark meat, and a 
smartly toned-down fermented soybean 
salsa with a good amount of heat. Dig at 
this one from whatever approach vector 
you want, and you're going to get a really 
fun combination of flavors and textures, 
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Tuna and uni tostada 


stabilized by the coconut. (There’s cu- 
cumber in there, too.) 

A tuna and uni tostada (two for $11) 
comes with a whole panoply of different 
things — maybe one too many. It defi- 
nitely does not require lime, since it’s 
already plenty acidic from the pickled 
red onion and the black garlic. I loved 
the hazelnut dukkah, though. Resist the 
temptation to squeeze, and these lay- 
ered morsels will be very satisfying. Sim- 
ilarly, I would take the celery off the $15 
bone marrow. It’s probably there to keep 
the dish — bone, meat, 
crostini, garlic — from 
being all-beige, but this 
is an unusually delicate 
bone marrow preparation 
and it gets in the way. 

Roasted hen-of- 
the-woods mushrooms 
($9), those giant lovers 
of dead and dying oak 
trees, have one of the best textures in 
all of Kingdom Fungi and here, they’re 
enhanced with just enough balsamic 
gastrique. A pork chicharron with a 
spicy, smoky salsa ($9) was bright and 
muscular, while the beef tartare with 
yet more black garlic plus potato chips 
for scooping ($11) was hard to differ- 
entiate from all the other beef tartares 
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Son’s Addition 
2990 24th St., 


415-500-2817 or 
sonsaddition.com 





out there. I would have loved a bit more 
dill on the Brussels sprouts panzanela 
($11), since the dominant pairing was 
the done-to-death marriage of beets and 
goat cheese, but when done right, crispy 
sourdough mixed with vegetables is just 
plain delicious. 

The pan-roasted black cod ($20) 
erased all my lingering nightmares 
of the disaster I had at Nobu (which I 
promise never to mention ever again as 
long as that catastrophe factory promis- 
es to set itself on fire). Like the reconfig- 
ured contents of a good 
stuffing, it comes with 
celery and leeks over del- 
icata squash, plus what I 
thought was a celery root 
puree but which turned 
out to be kimchi romes- 
co, and the whole thing is 
harmonious. 

Other large plates dis- 
pensed with any pretense to lightness. 
The heritage pork chop with butternut 
squash, a monster bacon-brussels sprout 
ragu, and pecan mole ($24) is genuinely 
inventive, while the five-spice braised 
lamb shank (with goat cheese polenta, 
root greens, and shiso gremolata, $25) 
has that appealing Neanderthal quality 
owing to its heft, if paleo-cavepersons 


Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


put parsley on stuff. Both are big, asser- 

tive entrees at a really good value, and in 
each, you can grasp the kitchen’s plan to 
have one foot each on two continents as 
much as possible. 

But just to straight-up harp on this 
point, I kept coming back to the feeling 
that Son’s Addition was handicapping 
itself a little. Overall, I would like to see 
the food world gradually start to leave 
beef tartare and little gem lettuce and 
chicken liver mousse toasts behind for 
good. (I guess I should probably throw 
octopus in that category, but 'ma 
sucker sucker.) To this establishment’s 
credit, it’s not serving 2016's food at 
2020's prices, but with all the rumblings 
about there being too many restaurants, 
branching out a little farther is becom- 
ing paramount — although this is truer 
of the small plates than the large plates 
here. Cobarruvias’ menu is seasonal 
and should assume a new form soon, 
so we ll see. In the meantime, there’s 
no doubt about it: There is a big, up- 
ward-pointing green arrow next to this 
one. 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 


pkane@sfweekly.com | @ @WannaCyber 
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Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bwarill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
234/ 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 


525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate's Kitchen 
A7\ Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 


Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
Originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 
532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 
300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 
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Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
T1I-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2|st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 
3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 
385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 731-2400 
clayovensf.com 
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MARSBARSECOM 
415-621-6277 


We @ oy On On Gre 


NEW AMERICAN CLASSIC CUISINE 


e HAPPY HOUR DAILY 
e FRIED CHICKEN TUESDAYS 
e BEEF WELLINGTON WEDNESDAYS 
e BABY BACK & MAC THURSDAYS 
¢ CIOPPINO FRIDAYS 
° STEAK FOR TWO SATURDAYS 
° SATURDAY BRUNCH 
© SPAGHETTI SUPPER SUNDAYS 


3213 SCOTT ST. SAN FRANCISCO, CA * 415-400-8500 
(CORNER OF SCOTT AND LOMBARD) MAYBECKS.COM 
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The House That 
Ruth Built 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“You don’t awaken hope. You 
create hope,” says Mark Ryle, executive 
director of Project Open Hand. “It’s 
there. You just have to get the crud out of 
the way. That’s what we do.” 

More than 30 years after founder 
Ruth Brinker began serving meals 
to seven of her neighbors who were 
stricken with AIDS-related illnesses, 
Project Open Hand has grown to serve 
more than 2,500 meals every day, and 
bags an additional 200 sacks of “medi- 
cally tailored” groceries for people well 
enough to cook for themselves. The 
hope Ryle speaks of is almost charm- 
ing in its simplicity: The act of show- 
ing people that someone out there 
cares about them can profoundly im- 
prove physical and mental well-being. 

Having expanded to cover San 
Francisco and Alameda counties, and 
from serving HIV-positive people to 
virtually anyone who’s unwell — from 
diabetics to people living with con- 
gestive heart failure to elderly people 
who may simply be isolated above 
all else — Project Open Hand is ata 
crossroads. As political as the subject 
of health care remains, one thing that 
everyone can agree on is that the US. 
system spends too much money on it. 
And in addition to feeding and cheer- 
ing up lonely, unwell people, Project 
Open Hand’s work has the auxiliary 
benefit of reducing unnecessary hos- 
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pitalizations among its clients by 63 
percent. 

California has taken notice, so on 
Jan. 1, the organization will scale up 
dramatically, working with partners 
in Los Angeles, San Diego, San Jose, 
and two Northern California counties 
in a pilot project to bring its model 
of client-focused do-goodery nearly 
statewide. If successful, the initial $6 
million grant will increase to $25 mil- 
lion one year later. 

But a few weeks before that rolls 
out, it’s time to celebrate the organiza- 
tion’s successes. On Thursday, Dec. 14, 
Cat Cora — the renowned Iron Chef 
who also contributed a recipe to Open 
Hand’s 2013 cookbook — will deliver 
the keynote address at the Hand to 
Hand Holiday Luncheon, the organiza- 
tion’s 25th such event where its own 
executive chef (Adrian Barrow) will 
cook alongside the Fairmont’s Oscar 
Gonzalez. Recog- 
nizing four out- 
standing supporters 


~ Hand te 


oHans Luncheon 
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Photo Courtesy of Project Open Hand 





HIV-positive individual — Linda Glick 
will receive the Ruth Brinker Visionary 
Award, while Barbara A. Garcia, the 
director of the San Francisco Depart- 
ment of Public Health, will be honored 
with the Community Advocate Award. 

Without Garcia, Ryle says, Project 
Open Hand’s statewide expansion 
likely would not have happened. But it 
begs the question of why, if its model 
is so successful, larger organizations 
like Kaiser haven’t simply absorbed it? 

Ryle admits that would be a “cheap 
solution to cost,” but believes that 
relative smallness confers additional 
advantages in that “we’re in regular 
face contact with our clients. 

“We’re partners in their health,” he 
adds. “They begin to believe that they 
can get better.” 

Project Open Hand sits at a number 
of intersections of the philanthropic 
world. Beyond the public and private 

revenue streams, its 
mission is a prod- 
uct of data-driven 


without whom Project Open Hand’s initiatives and hard 
Project Open Hand Hand to Hand science as much as 
would not be able Holiday Luncheon the unquantifiable 
to do what it does, Thursday, Dec. 14, 11 a.m.- things that Ryle 
Ryle notes that it’s 1:30 p.m., at the Fairmont cheerfully describes 
also a wonderful op- Hotel, 950 Mason St. $350- as “mushy.” 


portunity to havea 
drink in the middle 
of the day, then get 
a massage. 

Kidding aside, among this year’s 
honorees are Gilead Sciences, the 
pharmaceutical company that’s been 
Project Open Hand’s strongest finan- 
cial champion (and a provider of scien- 
tific know-how). Having turned a 5K 
race called Plate to Plate into a jugger- 
naut with 22,000 runners scrambling 
to AT&T Park, Giants Enterprises is 
the Most Outstanding Community 
Partner Award winner. Longtime 
volunteer — and the spouse of an 


$5,000; openhand.org 
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“We're going to 
have some misfits 
and look like the is- 
land of broken toys, 
and that’s OK,” he says. 

At the same time, Open Hand 
doesn’t serve everyone. Plucky as it 
is, it can’t save the world alone — but 
more importantly, its clients need a 
doctor’s referral to be eligible, and 
that depends on their demonstrating 
a track record in keeping up with their 
medications. It’s also very difficult for 
Open Hand to serve unhoused popula- 
tions. Rather than further marginalize 
already marginalized groups, 
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Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 
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The Brazen Head 


Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 59m-1am 
3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 


www.brazenheadsf.com 


North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 
and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 
11:30am-11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
NEV la ela dale 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
WVAVVAVAVAale)adn) olstalelalecwirlUleclalmaclan 
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though, it works with partners like the 
API Wellness — with which it shares a 
building on Polk Street — to provide 
storage lockers for homeless people to 
use while getting a meal. 

Whereas grassroots efforts like, 
say, Sen. Bernie Sanders’ spirited 
presidential campaign crow about mi- 
cro-donations and people power, the 
effort required to process thousands 
of checks can sap vital resources from 
even the scrappiest nonprofit, de- 
tracting from its core mission. Every 
501(c)(3) relies on the stability of cy- 
clical disbursements from deep-pock- 
eted donors, but Open Hand recog- 
nizes that meaningful contributions 
will always arrive in small-dollar 
amounts, too. And the funding will 
always be a mixture of public and pri- 
vate monies, with Ryle emphasizing 
the importance of the private realm. 
It’s important that people see the 
good they can do and take ownership 
of their fellow San Franciscans’ daily 
struggles without psychologically 
offshoring the problem to an opaque 
bureaucracy. 

Open Hand is also witness to 
an evolution in the ethos of giving. 
Millennial volunteers are changing 
things, and Ryle compares his role to 
that of a shepherding uncle. 

“They’re looking for that place to 
fill,” he says. “I think they need to be 
nurtured into being philanthropic, 
but they’re helping us until they find 
their sweet spot, and we're trying 
to help them find that here. We help 
them find out how to fix things that 
aren’t on a screen or in code. They 
love that.” 

Consequently, Project Open 
Hand’s 125 active volunteers gener- 
ate about $2 million in in-kind labor 
that would otherwise require addi- 
tional fundraising for staff positions. 
The result is thousands of nutritious 
meals prepared from scratch daily, 
using fresh produce. They’re not pre- 
packed lunches thrust at people like 
MREs dumped on a platoon in the 
field; Open Hand is chef-driven. 

“Chef is still a chef,” Ryle says of 
Barrow, a professional who later took 
ill and became an Open Hand client 
before rising through the ranks. “We 
don’t put out vats of things — or 
gruel.” 

State Bird Provisions it isn’t, but 
if you don’t like broccoli, you don’t 
have to eat broccoli. The organization 


takes pride in making sure people feel 


looked after. 

“Providing the option makes 
people feel like they have the power,” 
Ryle says. “Most of our clients have 
few choices they get to make on their 
own. Most of their lives are impressed 
upon them. They get to come in here 
and choose what they want, or say, ‘I 
don’t like fish. Can you take it out of 
my diet?’ Sure, because you deserve 
the same amount of dignity as anyone 
else.” 


pkane@sfweekly.com 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY NIGHT 
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7 Mile House 
CT imere | xe Lm 


tananae 2 TOUSE. 7MILEHOUSE.COM 
HOUSE. 
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Historic Family Restaurant, Sports Bar & Live Music Venue 
2800 Bayshore Blvd., Brisbane 
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REAL NEW YORK SLICE 
FRI & SAT IN THE MISSION! 


2119 Shattuck Ave. 
(next to B of A) 
oy (om 2: y W: Tok 5.) 


po 0}: AYE: (=1 a (ed FS 
(at 16th Street) 
415.255.1303 


Open 7 days a week 


MUSIC 
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Call’To Reserve The Back Room. 


: Our Gift Certificates Make / 
F Great Stocking Stuffers! 





Only at Ganim’s 


A Potrero Hill 
Tradition 
Since 1974 


1135 18th St. * San Francisco 
(415) 282-9289 


ADVERTISE 


YOUR, RESTAURANT HERE 


415.359.2704 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Little-known fact: The holidays 
can be extremely depressing, causing 
two out of every three Americans to 
shoplift Advent calendars with little 
Cointreau-filled chocolates in them and 
eat the whole thing alone. San Francisco, 
being mild of climate and secular of ori- 
entation, has some structural qualities 
that spare us from subzero doldrums, 
but even sanguine folk with vigorous 
constitutions can feel a little down 
around the crassly commercial Hon- 
da-days. That’s why we're happy to in- 
form you that there are two holiday 
pop-up bars determined to make you 
love life again even if your religion dis- 
courages you from celebrating the birth 
of Santa. 

The first is Deck the Halls in the 
former Square Bar & Kitchen space at 
1707 Powell St. in North Beach, whose 
team draws on people with experience 
at Wildhawk, Chubby Noodle, Cantina, 
15 Romolo, Trick Dog, and elsewhere. 
You can make a plausible case that this 
is not so much a top-to-bottom, im- 
mersive pop-up experience as a bar that 
put up some wreaths and bows next to 
the odd 3-foot-tall nutcracker, but right 
as SF Weekly walked in, we saw Santa 
Claus heading out. (Yes, Virgin Daiqui- 
ri, there was a Santa Claus.) 

There’s a wall papered in red- 
and-green plaid with framed black- 
and-white photos of vintage parade 
balloons, and while the Japanese paper 
lanterns don’t mesh, another wall goes 
all-in on the thematic power-clashing 
by stapling a bunch of penguins to 
some felt snow. (Penguins are found 
only in the Southern Hemisphere, don- 
tcha know. We realize Decks the Halls 
is joking.) 

But the almost-all-$12 drinks are 
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the jam. Upon our faux-wood-grain 
tabletop bedecked with a potted poin- 
settia, the cheerful server dropped off 
a Naughty and a Nice, each a combina- 
tion of lemon, mint, and pomegranate 
but with tequila and mezcal (respec- 
tively). Yikes: pomegranate. You can get 
sentenced to be a snowbird in Hades 
just for eating six of its seeds, although 
that’s in an entirely different pagan tra- 
dition that doesn’t involve Yule. 

Props to the Ginger Snap (scotch, 
Luxardo maraschino, and spiced ginger 
molasses) for arriving in a glass orna- 
ment, but the best drink is probably 
the Pecan Flip, a cachaca-based winter- 
bomb that masks any of that spirit’s 


Melee Kahlua-Cocktall 
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Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


association with Ipanema under layers 
of Amontillado, Anchor Christmas ale, 
pecan orgeat, whole egg, bitters, and 
cinnamon. It’s as though Karen Car- 
penter is cooing “The Christmas Song” 
in your ear. 

Just west of Union Square, in Pacific 
Cocktail Haven, Kevin Dietrich’s bar- 
tender’s bar has been transformed into 
the S.F. outpost of Miracle. In terms of 
decor, everybody here put in some seri- 
ous time: It took 12 people eight hours 
each to wrap every boxed gift and 
fasten every last bit of flocking to the 
wall, plus all the barware has reindeer 
stickers on it. (It’s almost as respectable 
a commitment as Marlena’s in Hayes 


415.255.8201 © 546 VALENCIA ST 


Valley used to do, although in fairness, 
its successor, Brass Tacks, makes the 
effort as well.) 

Miracle’s $14 drinks are a couple 
bucks steeper in price, but they’re not 
afraid of pure gratification. The Run 
Run Rudolph (blanco tequila, coffee 
liqueur, iced hot chocolate, and Mexi- 
can spices) goes down as smoothly as a 
melted Creamsicle in a tall glass, while 
the How the Gimlet Stole Christmas 
takes a classic and updates it with the 
coniferous and slightly astringent fla- 
vors of Northern New England, mixing 
a pine-caraway-sage cordial into the 
gin. Miracle has a Naughty and a Nice, 
too, but in contrast to Deck the Halls’ 
citrusy versions, these are $6 shots. 
The former is a warming nip of rum, 
peppermint and chocolate, the latter a 
Fireball-esque combo of bourbon and 
cinnamon. Throw one down under the 
Mele Kalikimaka sign and take a moral 
inventory to see which category you 
belong in and what kind of presents 
you should expect this year, coal or a 
Sega Genesis. 

Or why not break down binaries and 
straddle the naughty/nice dichotomy 
by having one of each drink at both 
places? You've got to make it to Boxing 
Day somehow. However your holidays 
shake out, if Santa is capable of visiting 
1.5 billion children in a single evening, 
he’s got to refill his hip flask some- 
where. This December, S.F. has two con- 
tenders to woo that fat jolly old elf. 


Deck the Halls 
Through Dec. 31, 1707 Powell St., 
dthbar.com 


Miracle 

Through Dec. 31, at Pacific Cocktail 
Haven, 580 Sutter St., 415-398-0195 
or pacificcocktailsf.com 
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and let us know what you think! 
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hut Up and Play the (Non)-Hits 





By Will Reisman 


In 2006, Grizzly Bear was a fledg- 
ling four-piece band, operating in ano- 
nymity out of Brooklyn with just a 
single, seldom-heard, full-length album 
to its name. 

That all changed on Sept. 6 of that 
year, when indie-rock kingmaker Pitch- 
fork awarded the group’s second album, 
Yellow House, its coveted “Best New 
Music” label, accompanying that sta- 
tus-making mark with a sterling review. 
Pitchfork made a giant leap in endorsing 
Yellow House, a sea-stained collection 
of baroque musical compositions, mel- 
ancholy avant-garde experimentalism, 
and harmonious vocal performances. 
The high praise propelled Grizzly Bear's 
career, and the group has not looked 
back since, producing a series of albums 
that perfected and built upon its languid 
formula. 

Yet if Yellow House arrived today, it 
would likely fly well below the radar, 
according to Ed Droste, Grizzly Bear’s vo- 
calist, guitarist, and founding member. 

“I cannot imagine making music like 
we do right now, in this climate,’ says 
Droste, whose group plays two nights at 
the Warfield on Dec. 11 and 12. “T don’t 
really know how any new band trying to 
do something creative and cool can rise 
to the surface. All of these tastemaking 
sites that used to champion these kind 
of groups are much more interested in 
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talking about pop stars and Stranger 
Things 2.” 

Droste’s not-so-veiled barb at sites 
like Pitchfork — which has taken a de- 
cidedly more mainstream approach to 
reviewing music in recent years — is not 
born out of simple vanity. Grizzly Bear 
has a classic “grower” sound — a discor- 
dant mix of unnerving, beautiful, dense, 
and challenging tracks that requires mul- 
tiple listens for full appreciation. Lacking 
the immediacy of catchy pop songs, it is 
easy to see how Grizzly Bear could get 
lost in the mix of today’s frenetic music 
landscape. 

“The funny thing is, we think some 
of our songs are super-poppy, Droste 
says. “But we 
understand that 
for many people, 
our music kind of 
takes five listens 
for something 
to click. We are 
fortunate to have 
a loyal fan base 
at this point, be- 
cause people just 
don’t have the 
attention spans nowadays, with this 
everything-at-your-fingertips playlist 
lifestyle.” 

After maintaining a low profile in re- 
cent times, Grizzly Bear emerged in Au- 
gust with the release of Painted Ruins, 
its fifth album and the first since 2012. 


with serpentwithfeet, Monday 
and Tuesday, Dec. 11-12, 

at the Warfield, 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 








The album is a methodical, brooding 
masterwork, blending ominous down- 
beat elegies with buzzing, krautrock 
numbers and pristine chamber-pop 
pieces. Between Grizzly Bear albums, 
Droste divorced his husband, and al- 
though he insists that Painted Ruins is 
not a breakup album, melancholia seeps 
into every song. Like all Grizzly Bear 
releases, Painted Ruins evokes an array 
of emotions, but the singular takeaway 
from the record is its gorgeous, immac- 
ulate production. 

Like its predecessors, Painted Ruins 
is driven by the twin-singing styles 
of Droste and Daniel Rossen, who 
complement each other seamlessly. 
Rossen’s vocals are 
more hushed and 
even-keeled, while 
Droste hits on the 
higher registers, 
although the duo 
borrow increasing- 
ly more from each 
other on the new 
album. 

Overall, Grizzly 
Bear is a paragon 
of democracy, with each member put- 
ting forth equal contributions. Chris 
Taylor, the group’s bass player (among 
other duties), produced the album, and 
Christopher Bear (real name), who is 
ostensibly the band’s drummer, played 
everything from Wurlitzer to pedal 


Grizzly Bear 
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steel to synths on the new record. 

“Tm hard-pressed to think of bands 
where there is such a democracy,’ says 
Droste, who started the group as a solo 
bedroom recording project. “I feel very 
grateful to have three other people who 
have such strong musical talents and 
who all have the ability to write songs.” 

That democratic style, plus the 
groups ongoing commitment to ex- 
plore new boundaries and mine new 
depths, probably means that a pop 
hit — or, at least one that will capture 
Pitchfork’s attention — is unlikely for 
Grizzly Bear. 

“It has been interesting to see other 
bands make these attempts at pop mu- 
sic,” says Droste. “Sometimes it works, 
sometimes it doesn't. I can't really 
imagine us having the type of songs 
that get played on the radio, but who 
knows, maybe one day, something like 
that will come to us organically. I doubt 
it, though.” 

Fortunately for Grizzly Bear, they 
are not in a phase of their career where 
they are desperate for radio airplay. 
While other new groups borrow tropes 
from pop’s hitmakers, Droste and com- 
pany will continue to pursue art that is 
disarmingly genuine and true to them- 
selves. And no one needs the talking 
heads at Pitchfork to explain why that 
kind of music is great. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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FEATURI 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERYDAY. 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 


THU'DEC7 
THROWBACK 
THURSDAY 


CELEBRATE THE PAST OF 
THIS GLORIOUS CITY WITH 
“THE STEVE MCQUEEN” DRINK SPECIAL: 
AN ICE COLD CAN OF ANCHOR 
CALIFORNIA LAGER AND A SHOT OF 
BULLEIT BOURBON 
FOR JUST $8... 
LY Vm) oe) 
DepthCharge Presents: 


WAR CLOUD (oak) 


AMERICAN KILLERS 
(SACT) 


DOCTOR DEAF 


DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 
$5 COVER 
LONG LIVE ROCK N ROLL! 


SUN DEC 10 


LA CUBANA 


EVERY SUNDAY WE BRING YOU 
ROTATING POP UPS TO THE 
KITCHEN AT BENDER’S 

FOOD IS SERVED AT 4PM AND 
GOES UNTIL THEY RUN OUT... 


MON DEC 11 


MOJITO MONDAY 


EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON CASSY 
BUSTS OUT THE FRESH FRUIT TO MAKE 
YOU TASTY MOJITOS, GREYHOUNDS, 
AND MORE TO WET YOUR WHISTLE... 


TUE DEC 12 


TEQUILA TUESDAY 


ONE TEQUILA. TWO TEQUILA, THREE 
TEQUILA, FLOOR... 

$6 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD CAN OF 
TECATE AND SHOT OF HORNITOS 
TEQUILA 


WAS) hh ES 


WHISKEY 
WEDNESDAY 


IT’S LIKE YOUR PARENT’S BASEMENT, 
ONLY THEY’RE ALWAYS OUTTA TOWN... 
$5 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD 120Z CAN OF 

PBR AND A SHOT OF WHISKEY EVERY 
WEDNESDAY... 


SAT DEC 16 COMING SOON! 


DAMON’S 
BIRTHDAY PARTY 


DIRT (LOCAL ALL-STAR 
TRIBUTE TO IGGY & 
STOOGES) & GUESTS 
DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 

$5 COVER 





BENDERS BAR © GRILL 


$06 S. Van Ness © 19th 
415.824:1800 
Mon-Thu 4pm-2am 
Fri-Sun 2pm-2am 
WWW.BENDERSBAR:COM 
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PAULA 


POUNDSTONE 


MUSIC _\ CONCERT & CLUB LISTINGS \IKAAN 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar @sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 





Part/Human, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6343. The Fixins, w/ 
Destiny & the Morning Love, Comfort, 
8 p.m., $7-$10, www.neckofthewoodssf. 
com/event/1597535-fixins-san-francisco/; 
Drawing Heaven, w/ Silver & Gold, The Cires, 
8 p.m., $7-$10, www.neckofthewoodssf. 
com/event/1600657-drawing-heaven-san- 
francisco/. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415- 
861-2011. Goodnight Texas, w/ Doncat, 8 
p.m., $12-$15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco, 


THURSDAY, DEC. 7 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! DECEMBER 31 
NOURSE THEATER 


THE WARFIELD 


a Ne ele) | 
982 MARKET STREET 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


ON SALE FRIDAY: 
JOHN PRINE 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-621-4455. The Missing Pieces, w/ 
Pamela Parker And Her Fantastic Machine, 
Gold Minor, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Jake Clemons, w/ 
Delphi Freeman, 9:30 p.m., $20-$24. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
552-7788. Shilpa Ray, w/ Everyone is Dirty, 


San Franciscots 
Funkies+ Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 
(open TUESUN ‘til 2AM) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


APM 'til SPM 
LATE NIGHT “HAPPY HOUR” TUES & WED 
MIDNIGHT ‘til 2 AM 
$5 WELLS / $5 DRAFTS / $2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
+ DRINK SPECIALS 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 7 $7 ADV 
*GROOVESESSION”** 
(& NIGHT ANIMALS) 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 8 $12 ADV 
**MOJO GREEN* ~* 
& ELEMENT BRASS BAND 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 9 $10 ADV 


**VICTOR LITTLE’S 
BIG HIT* * 

(& AMORAMORA, DJ KEVVY KEV) 
SUN DECEMBER 10 FREE 


** RETURN OF 
THE CYPHER** 


[FREEE *Hip Hop Live Rap Emcees w/ 
DJs & Musicians] 
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT (S9pm-2am) 
MON-THD DECEMBER 11-14 - DONATION BASED 
BLU 


SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC BENEFIT* * 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 14 $7 ADV 


* * TOMMY 


ODETTO BAND* * 
(1 1pm-2am) 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 15 $18 ADV 


**PAPA MALIS 


HOLIDAY FOLLY 
FT. JAY LANE//WILL BERNARD// 
VICTOR LITTLE & MORE** 

[& *PROFESSOR JONES* + DJ K-OS] 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 16 $18 ADV 


**PAPA MALI'S 


HOLIDAY FOLLY 
FT. JAY LANE//WILL BERNARD// 


VICTOR LITTLE & MORE** 
[The Crooked Stuff and DJ Kevvy Kev] 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 FREE 


** RETURN OF 
THE CYPHER** 


FREEE Live Hip Hop Party [Hip Hop, 
Live Rap, Emcees, DJs, Live Musicians, 
BreakDance, Lyrical Battles...] 

A Bad-Azzz OG Party every SUNDAY 
BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 


@ THE CHAPEL (Valencia St) 
IN HONOR OF DAVID BOWIE’S 71ST BDAY 


*THE FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE SACRED 
SILVERSEXUAL* 


(The World’s only David Bowie Worship Band) 
Performing Jan 5th 


ey Ai cich Mey Nd) hy 
Performing Jan 6th 


my Vile), Broke ay Vile), mm-: 


“LET’S DANCE” 
Sparkling, dazzling, theatrical 
music extravaganza! 
feat. DRAG QUEEENS, COSTUMES, 
& the live performance of 


DAVID BOWIE’S MUSIC 
‘1601 FILLMORE ST. AT. GEARY, SF 
(415) 673-8000 


‘boomboomroom.com 
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MAY 24 


GRIZZLY BEAR 
SERPENTWITHFEET 


DECEMBER 11 & 12 


BIG HEAD TODD 
& THE MONSTERS 


THE BRIAN SETZER 
ORCHESTRA 
THE TEXAS GENTLEMEN 


STS9 

EPROM (12.29) 

CUT CHEMIST (12.30) 
SPACE JESUS (12.31 NYE) 


DARK STAR ORCHESTRA 


BANANARAMA 


JUDAS PRIEST 
SAXON 
BLACK STAR RIDERS 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


Wiel -1.1-1C) 1) [on 4-7-1 lole) Reve). 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


DAVID BROZA 
ALI PARIS 


DECEMBER 19 


12.50 X 


1.12 THE VICTOR WOOTEN TRIO 


2.5 THE MUSICAL BOX 
SELLING ENGLAND BY THE POUND 


2.6 THE MUSICAL BOX 
THE BLACK SHOW 


2.28 IDAN RAICHEL 


ram 
axs 


GOLDENVOICE.COM 
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CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, DEC. 7 


Azizi Gibson: 8 p.m., $17-$20. Social Hall 
SF, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, 
415-673-5716. 

Collie Buddz: W/ Jesse Royal, 9 p.m., $30. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 

Jack & Jack: W/ Olivia O'Brien, 8 p.m., $20. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-346-6000. 

Pixies: W/ The Frights, 8 p.m., Sold Out. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

Run The Jewels: 7 p.m., $30, www.theucthe- 
atre.org/event/1593579-run-jewels-berke- 
ley/. The UC Theatre, 2036 University Ave, 
Berkeley, 510-356-4000. 

Sam Harris: 8 p.m., $65-$95. The Masonic, 
1111 California, San Francisco, 877-598-8497. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 8 


Ben Sollee and Kentucky Native: 7:30 p.m., 
$15-S$17. Swedish American Hall, 2174 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-861-5016. 

Bill Murray & Friends: W/ John Vogler, Mira 
Wang, and Vanessa Perez, 8 p.m., $49-$226. 
The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco, 
877-598-8497. 

Collie Buddz: W/ Jesse Royal, 9 p.m., $30. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 

The Devon Allman Project: 9 p.m., $35. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
346-6000. 

John McLaughlin and the 4th Dimension: W/ 
Jimmy Herring and the Invisible Whip, 8 p.m., 
$49.50-$100. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-345-0900. 

Kehlani & Friends: 8 p.m., Sold Out. Fox The- 
ater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

Not So Silent Night: W/ The Lumineers, Por- 
tugal. The Man, Vance Joy, Manchester 
Orchestra, Welshly Arms, 6 p.m., $35-$165. 
Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121. 

Ugly God: 8-11:30 p.m., $25. The UC Theatre, 
2036 University Ave, Berkeley, 510-356-4000. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


Bob Saget: 7 p.m., $37.50-$52.50, www. 
theuctheatre.org/event/1589035-bob-sag- 
et-berkeley/. The UC Theatre, 2036 University 
Ave, Berkeley, 510-356-4000. 

Dean Friedman: 8-9:30 p.m., $30, fortmason. 

org/event/dean-friedman-concert/. Fort 





Sarah Jaffe plays at 
Café Du Nord Dec. 11 
with Cindy Wilson of 
the B-52's. 


Mason, Southside Theater, Marina, San Fran- 
cisco. 8-10:15 p.m., $30, fortmason.org/event/ 
dean-friedman-concert/. Fort Mason Center 
for Arts & Culture, Fort Mason Center for 
Arts & Culture, San Francisco, 415-345-7500. 

The Flop House: 8 p.m., $35. Marines’ Me- 
morial Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-673-6672. 

Louis The Child: W/ Louis Futon, Oliver Tree, 
Ashe, 8 p.m., $29.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 

Mike Doughty: 7:30 p.m., $25. Swedish Amer- 
ican Hall, 2174 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
861-5016. 

Not So Silent Night: W/ The Killers, Weezer, 
Foster The People, Walk The Moon, Alice 
Merton, 6 p.m., $35-$170. Oracle Arena, 7000 
Coliseum, Oakland, 510-569-2121. 

Overcoats: 9 p.m., $15. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 10 


Jhené Aiko: W/ Willow Smith, Kodie Shane, 
Kitty Cash, 8 p.m., $30-$35. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-5716. 

Kehlani & Friends: 8 p.m., Sold Out. Fox The- 
ater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 

Nick Offerman: 6 p.m., $39-$60. The Masonic, 
1111 California, San Francisco, 877-598-8497. 

Scott Bradlee’s Postmodern Jukebox: 8 p.m., 
$39.50-$105. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-345-0900. 

Susto: W/ Esmé Patterson, 8 p.m., $15. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 


Photo by Lindsey Byrnes 


MONDAY, DEC. 11 


Emily Haines & The Soft Skeleton: 8 p.m., Sold 
Out. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Grizzly Bear: W/ serpentwithfeet, 8 p.m., 
$38.50-$50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-345-0900. 

METZ: W/ Moaning, 8 p.m., $18-$20. The In- 
dependent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
415-771-1420. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 12 


Alice in Winterland: W/ John Mayer and Maren 
Morris, 8 p.m., $115-$450. The Masonic, 1111 
California, San Francisco, 877-598-8497. 

Grizzly Bear: W/ serpentwithfeet, 8 p.m., 
$38.50-$50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-345-0900. 

Julien Baker: W/ Half Waif, Adam Torres, 8 
p.m., $22.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

Pierce Fulton: W/ NVDES, 7 p.m., $13-$15. 
Swedish American Hall, 2174 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-861-5016. 

The Spill Canvas: W/ WILD, Super Whatevr, 8 
p.m., $16-$18. Social Hall SF, 1300 Van Ness 
Avenue, San Francisco, 415-673-5716. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13 


The Barr Brothers: W/ Angelo de Augustine, 
8 p.m., $18-$20. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Miguel: W/ TK Kravitz, 8 p.m., Sold Out. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-548-3010. 
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415-252-1330. The New Trust, w/ Daikon, 
Revolution Bummer, Bad Thoughts, 9 p.m., 
$10. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-991-1015. Slow Magic, w/ Qrion, 10 
p.m., $25-$30. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-441-2922. “‘Tubesteak Connec- 
tion,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance 
party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 
9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
621-4434. “Picante,” w/ DJ Marco & guest 
DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 


8964. "Class of '84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 
9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www. 
facebook.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at- 
Cat-Club/191272240888168. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco, 
415-626-7001. Exmag, w/ Brunchamin K, 
9:30 p.m., $6-$15. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
621-6087. Takeover Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
www.theholycow.com/. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
421-8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. Make me a mixtape, The 
best 90s/00s tunes on vinyl. Including The 
Promise Ring, Weezer, Cap'n Jazz, Saves The 
Day, The Get Up Kids, Alkaline Trio, TBS, and 
more, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, www.facebook. 


com/events/140229203295395/. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-387-6343. Thirst Trap Thursday, 
The latest hip-hop and Top 40 jams with DJ 
Eric Brian, 9 p.m., Free, www.neckofthe- 
woodssf.com/event/1312991-thirst-trap- 
thursday-san-francisco/. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415- 
872-5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating 
BFF.fm DJs spin a variety of tunes including 
indie rock, garage, electronic music, and 
more., 9 p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864- 
2877. “Throwback Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge 
Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 
facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978- 





Alternative Rock 


PIXIES 


Photo by Travis Shinn 


8 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 7, at the Fox Theater. $59.50; foxtheateroakland.com 


It’s hard to imagine what path rock would have taken in the 1990s and beyond without the lingering influence of The 
Pixies. Kurt Cobain once famously remarked that “Smells Like Teen Spirit” was just Nirvana’s attempt at ripping them 
off, and Thom Yorke has stated that Radiohead would not exist in a world without The Pixies. The band’s first two al- 
bums, Surfer Rosa and Doolittle, remain among the most acclaimed alternative-rock albums ever recorded, yet the lack 
of commercial success throughout the band’s history puts them in the ranks of bands like The Velvet Underground. 
Neither ever sold many albums in its heyday, but listeners who bought one likely found the inspiration to start their 
own musical projects. After a decade-plus absence — and the departure of two different bass players — The Pixies are 
seemingly back for good, touring behind 2016’s Head Carrier. On it, Black Francis screeches and howls absurd and of- 
ten surreal lyrics, while Joey Santiago's discordant guitar squeals and addicting punk rock riffs are sure to make even 
the bitterest fans crack a smile. Regardless of your opinion of their newer albums, the opportunity to scream along live 
to “Where is My Mind???” or “Debaser” is an experience that should never be taken for granted. Tim Casagrande 
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9942. “Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., 
free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
861-5016. Sasha Go Hard, w/ Vlad Sepetov, 
Bruh From Last Night, Cellus, 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$15. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415- 
512-7493. “Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 
10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs 
DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, 
Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 


com/peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
415-831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 
Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. The Shannon Céilf Band, first 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. Honey of the Heart (Justin 
Ancheta & Maren Metke), first Thursday of 
every month, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-5483. Live Jazz at The Elite Cafe, 
Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Free. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


ip 


SANTACON AFTER-PARTY! 
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SANTA GETS IN FREE BEFORE 11 PM (BUT ONLY IF — 


- 


SANTA IS FULLY-DRESSED AND NOT TOO WASTED!) 


11PM: HOLIDAY SET FROM 
SMASH-UP DERBY 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJS: 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP SHOW: 
JONBENET BUTTERBUNS 


LOUNGE: 


MYSTERIOUS D POST CLICHE 
ADRIAN A - TRIPP _AIRSUN & COSMIC SELECTOR 


SU Se SS 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - 21+ w/ ID 
9PM-AFTERHOURS - $10 BEFORE 10PM : BOOTIESF.COM 
SKIP THE LINE! $15 ADVANCE TIX @ DNALOUNGE.COM 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CD GIVEAWAYS ALL NIGHT! 
EARLY BIRD DRINK SPECIAL: $7 COCKTAILS TILL 10PM 
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Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, first and third Thursday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. The Klipptones, 
Thursdays, 7-11 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 28, $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885- 
8850. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Harpdog Brown & The Trav- 
elin’ Blues Show, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. GrooveSession, 8 
p.m.-2 a.m., $7. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-781-8222. The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 
3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 4-7 p.m., Free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Christopher Ford, first Thursday 
of every month, 4 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Fran- 


cisco, 415-255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 
8 p.m., $6-$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


ROCKABILLY 


Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981- 
9177. Whisky Pills Fiasco, first Thursday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m. 


WORLD 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255- 
0333. Mariachi El Bronx, w/ toyGuitar, 
Uke-Hunt, 8 p.m., $21-$26. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 8 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-621-4455. AJJ, w/ Kitty Kat Fan 
Club, 9 p.m., $15-$17. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Strike Iron, w/ 
Baby and the Luvies, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6343. Symonne, w/ 
Cloning Dolly, 8 p.m., $25, www.neck- 
ofthewoodssf.com/event/1600669-sy- 
monne-san-francisco/; Kingsborough, 
w/ Dead Country Gentlemen, Cazader, 8 
p.m., $7-$10, www.neckofthewoodssf.com/ 
event/1602541-kingsborough-san-fran- 
cisco/. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415- 
861-2011. The Fresh & Onlys, w/ Kelley Stoltz, 
Friendless Summer, 9 p.m., $12. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255- 
0333. The Bronx, w/ Culture Abuse, Sharp/ 


VIDD 


DECEMBER’ 2017 


FRI DEC 8 


aN 


CAPTIN2O 


FRI DEC 15 


FRI DEC 22 


DJ SCENE 


SAT DEC 9 


Ay 


MILES, € 
MEDINA 


SAT DEC 16 


Ay 


SAT DEC 25 


MiB E. 


QT=TIFE 


21+ 10PM-2AM 540 HOWARD STREET SAN FRANCISCO 
WWW.TEMPLESF.COM 
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Shock, 8 p.m., $21-$26. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-252-1330. Dag Nasty, w/ Los Huaycos, 
Defend, 9 p.m., Sold Out. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-991-1015. Camp Questionmark Appre- 
ciation, w/ Minnesota, Oshi, and more, 10 
p.m., $15-$20. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. “Fine Time,” w/ resident DJs 
Danny White, Rance, and Sweethearts, 
second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/finetimesfny. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco, 310-869- 
3364. Nick Warren, w/ Hernan Cattaneo, 
10 p.m., $40. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 


4027. ‘‘Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621- 
4434. “Boy Bar," 9 p.m., $5, guspresents. 
com. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
552-7788. Swagger Like Us, w/ Uniqu3, DJ 
DavOmakesbeats, Michatron. Hosted by 
Kelly Lovemonster, 10 p.m., $10. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 415-814-3008. Latino Fridays, 
World Class DJ's playing the best Latin Hits x 
Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, www. 
grandnightclub.com/events. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-863-9999. “Cubcake,” second 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 


cisco, 415-241-0202. “Yo Momma: M.O.M. 
Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza, 
second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 
(free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-647-2888. “Last Nite: A 2000s 
Indie Dance Party," w/ DJs Jamie Jams & 
Emdee, second Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5-$10, lastnite0Os.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-825- 
0338. “OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864- 
2877. “Hard,” w/ DJ Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 
1151. “Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ 
Mark Andrus. Free before 11pm., 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., $10, 415-431-1151, info@ravenbarsf. 
com, www.ravenbarsf.com/. 





Techno 


LUTTRELL 


Photo by Serge Osipoff Photography 


9:30 p.m., Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 13-14, at Audio San Francisco. $25; audiosf.com 


After spending years producing as one half of successful dance-duo The M Machine, Steve Luttrell made his 
long-awaited jump to solo production in fall of 2016. Born and raised in San Francisco, Luttrell has always found inspi- 
ration for his music in diverse environments. Whereas The M Machine's bangers are best-suited for packed, LED-em- 
bellished festival stages, Luttrell’s techno-heavy solo work explores a very different side of the dance music spectrum. 
After spending a semester in Berlin, that mecca of all things techno, Luttrell’s unique, melodic twist on techno comes 
from his particular knowledge of the context behind the genre, along with acquired experience in music production. 
Although techno tends to channel a dark energy in club-goers looking to exorcise their demons on the dancefloor, 
Luttrell opts for a more positive, jovial sound, while never losing intensity. This direction allows him to take listeners 
on an emotional journey during his live sets, producing an overwhelming sense of euphoria similar to electronic veter- 
ans like Underworld or Cirez D. After receiving considerable praise from dance-heavyweights like Annie Mac and Pete 
Tong, Luttrell is already one step ahead in becoming a major figure in the future of techno. Tim Casagrande 
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Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978- 
9942. Nervo, 10 p.m., $20. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Pulse Generator,” w/ resi- 
dent DJs Cherushii, Clairity, and Nightbis- 
cuit, second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., 
facebook.com/pulsegenerator. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. King Size Friday's, w/ King Size Slap 
(Frankie Jr + Carlos Tino), second Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415- 
512-7493. “Heartbeat,” w/ resident DJ 
Strategy, second Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m). 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916. 





Alternative Rock 


WEEZER 


“E2F," w/ DJ Twin Spin, second Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Top 40 Dance Party, DJ 
Souljah & guests, spinning current & classic 
hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, no dress 
code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/vodka 
cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & Beer 
Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San 
Francisco, 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with 
Enzo," w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www. 
enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


6 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 9, Oracle Arena. $45-$120; oraclearena.com 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
415-648-1047. Dan Neville, second Friday 
of every month, 8-10 p.m., Free, www. 
atlascafe.net. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733. Stu Pilorz/Mark Rinta Quar- 
tet, Stu Pllorz and Mark Rinta lead the band 
for a weekly after-work jazz party., Fridays, 
5:30-8 p.m., $10 suggested donation, 415- 
586-3733, www.birdbeckett.com. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-617-0071. Gaucho, Mondays, Fri- 
days, 8-11 p.m., Free, www.gauchojazz.com. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger 
Experience, Fridays, 7:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. Tin Cup Serenade, second 


Photo by Atlantic Records 


On its 11th studio album, Pacific Daydream, Weezer took inspiration from the most notable peaks of its discography 
and combined them with the commercial success from America’s favorite pastime: The Beach Boys (to whom Weezer 
dedicated a song). What better influence to new music than your own material that went platinum? The record very 
much feels like the missing piece to the puzzle that Weezer has been working on sonically for more than two decades. 
While die-hard fans await another Pinkerton, it’s safe to say Weezer will continue to experiment with sound more than 
the famous album covers. Pacific Daydream follows dark themes similar to those on 2016’s White Album and exhibits 
the same addictive nature found on 2001’s head-turning Green Album, but in a more put-on-your-dancing-shoes way. 
To argue that this isn’t Weezer’s sound is to raise the question of exactly what is. The answer is both. Weezer is the 
Weezer of the 1994 hit “Buddy Holly” and dorky crooner-like songs like 2017’s “QB Blitz.” More important still, both 


are freaking cool. Sarah Armendariz 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black Market 
Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885- 
8850. Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix 
Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 
415-386-3330. Orquesta Conquistador Quar- 
tet, second Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
415-550-8286. “Dance Fridays,” weekly 
salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook. 
com/DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Mr. Sipp, Fri., Dec. 8, 7:30 
& 10 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 9, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. Mojo Green, w/ Ele- 
ment Brass Band, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $12. 
The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-781-8222. The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 
3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 4-7 p.m., Free. 
LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 415- 
701-1300. Friday Night Blues, weekly blues 
dance lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, 
sundownblues.com/friday-night-blues.html. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Jinx Jones & The KingTones, 
second Friday of every month, 4 p.m. 


UPCOMING SHOWS 
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Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981- 
9177. Marshall Law Band, second Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco, 
415-861-5016. Nicole Atkins, w/ Lauren Ruth 
Ward, Thayer Serrano, 8 p.m., $15. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for 
Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 9 


MEZZANINE 


444 JESSIE STREET 


FRI DEC 01 - 830PM 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 


HAYDEN JAMES 


| 
( 
nN 
SAT DEC 9 - 9PM 


MASSIVE SELECTOR & KISTAR PRESENT 


WONDERFULL SF 14 


bs 


FRI DEC 22 - 9PM 


DIRTYBIRD RECORDS PRESENTS 


DIRTYBIRD PLAYERS 


A ¥ 


12.25 RU PAUL'S X-MAS QUEENS 
12.3) METRIC ON NEW YEARS EVE 
01.13 CANDY RAIN WINTER FORMAL 
1.15 PANCAKES & BOOZE ART SHOW 
1.20 PANCAKES & BOOZE ART SHOW 
01.2) GUS GUS DJ SET 

2.02 HVOB (LIVE) 


MEZZANINESF.COM | 415.625.8880 | 21+ 
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ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-621-4455. Alex Lahey, w/ Dude 
York, Shutups, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
861-5016. Merry Christmas. Happy Birthday., 
w/ Blackout Shakedown, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-252-1330. The Grannies, w/ Slapmatics, 
Lolly Gaggers, Sin-Xx, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco, 
415-974-1719. “Back to the ‘90s,” second 
Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. “2 Men Will Move You,” w/ DJs 


Primo & Jordan, second Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., 2menwillmoveyou.tumblr. 
com. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco, 310-869- 
3364. M.A.N.D.Y., 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
703-8964. “Club Gossip,” w/ DJ Damon & 
guests, second Saturday of every month, 9 
p.m., $8 ($5 before 9:30 p.m.), facebook. 
com/clubgossipsf. 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-1409. “Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
bootiesf.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 
before 11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-646-0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., 
ibizadayclub.com. 


Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
621-6087. Holy Cow Saturday, Enjoy your 
favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits at high volume!, 
10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. 6th Annual Weezer Holiday 
Sweater Party, DJ Jamie Jams returns 
with Debaser’s 6th annual Weezer Holiday 
Sweater Party., 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $5-$10, www. 
facebook.com/events/177498286165301/. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
703-9751. “Bounce!," 9 p.m., $3. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864- 
2877. “Saturgay,” w/ DJ Stanley Frank, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 10pm, $3 after. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415- 





Electronic Pop 


LOUIS THE CHILD 


7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 9, Fox Theater. $40-$75; thefoxoakland.com 


Chicago duo Louis the Child have floated around the electronic scene for a few 
years now, laying down contagiously happy beats on tracks with house names 
such as Icona Pop and K.Flay. In 2015, Robby Hauldren and Freddy Kennett 

caught their first break as the opener on The Chainsmokers’ tour and went on 
to perform at mega-festivals like Electric Zoo and Governor’s Ball. Since then, 
the close friends have solidified their sound with a newly released six-track EP, 
Love Is Alive. Louis the Child’s first official album release has opened the flood- 


861-2011. Candi Pop, 9 p.m., $5-$10; “Cock- 
block,” second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10, cockblocksf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-0880. “Pound Puppy,” w/ DJs Taco 
Tuesday & Kevin O'Connor, second Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415- 
863-6623. “Frolic: A Celebration of Costume 
& Dance,” furry party with resident DJ Neo- 
nBunny, second Saturday of every month, 
8 p.m., $8 ($4 in costume), neonbunny. 
com/frolic. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978- 
9942. Cash Cash, 10 p.m., $30-$40. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Hell’a Tight!,” w/ Lind- 
say Slowhands, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/pages/ 


Photo by Marissa Ramirez 


gates for a chaotic and on-repeat-worthy discography that has gained them 
more than 13 million hits across streaming services. In a recent interview with 
Billboard Magazine, they talk about balance and the writing process, describing 
the creation of “Phone Died” as everyone “screaming along” to the hooks and 
the opener “Go” as the two “just messing around between studio sessions.” It’s 


an endless party. Sarah Armendariz 
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Hella-Tight/236137926444407. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. “Our House,” w/ resident DJs Jes-E 
& Bobby Orozco, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/profile. 
php?id=100008425963525. 


HIP-HOP 


Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
621-6087. Cameo Fridays, Hip-hop from the 
80's, 90's, and today’s Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., theholycow.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-241-0202. “Straighten It Out,” 
w/ DJ Jerry Nice, second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. 80's and 90's Throwback 
Party, w/ DJs and MCs, 9 p.m., Free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415- 
648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Damir, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
415-400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc’’ Webster 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


EDITOR’S NOTE NEWS 


& Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. The Robert Stewart 
Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
991-1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 
for tango lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. Mision Flamenca, Monthly live 
flamenco music and dance performances., 
second Saturday of every month, 7:30 
p.m., $15, facebook.com/mision.flamenca. 
“Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 
10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 
415-392-6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Con- 
cert, 2 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
552-7788. “Tormenta Tropical,” w/ resident 
DJs Oroll & Theory, second Saturday of 
every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10, facebook. 
com/bersadiscos. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs 
Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. BrazilVox, second Saturday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 


p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


REGGAE 


St. Mary’s Pub: 3845 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-970-1939. “Bangarang Crash,” 
w/ resident DJs Shawn Atkinson, Madame 
Streggae, Sir Rudy Blackout, Special Lord 
B, and the Mighty Zeke, second Saturday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sfvintagereggaesociety. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Mr. Sipp, Fri., Dec. 8, 7:30 
& 10 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 9, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. Victor Little's Big Hit, 
w/ Amoramora, DJ Kevvy Kev, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Dave Workman, second Saturday 
of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 
FUNK 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255- 
0333. Polyrhythmics, w/ Dirty Revival, 9 


Pale Waves and 
The Candescents 
at Rickshaw Stop, 
Wednesday, Nov. 
29th, 2017 


Photo by Geoffrey Smith II 
p.m., $16-$21. 


SOUL 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Berhana, w/ Quiet 
Domino, 9 p.m., Sold Out. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981- 
9177. Hot Pocket, second Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


WORLD 


Old First Presbyterian Church: 1751 Sac- 
ramento, San Francisco, 415-776-5552. 
Golden Bough: Christmas in a Celtic Land, 
Kathy Sierra, Margie Butler, & Paul Espinoza 
perform infectious and lively traditional 
music of the Celtic nations celebrating 
the holiday season., 8-10 p.m., $5-$25, 
www.oldfirstconcerts.org/performance/ 
golden-bough-2017/. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 10 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-621-4455. TIM BARRY, w/ A.W. (AI- 
lison Weiss), Roger Harvey, 8 p.m., $13-$15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-800-8782. Steakhouse, 
w/ Macerator, Jeffrey Luck Lucas, 8 p.m., 
$8-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
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2 : 
THUR DECEMBER 7 ¢ 7PM - 11PM ¢ $8 


SLOUCHING STARS 
LEAF COACH 
SWIPERS cwipers TRIBUTE) 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM - 2AM ¢ FREE 


DJ FOODCOURT 
& HIS PALS 
ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 


FRI DECEMBER 8 ¢ 6PM - 10PM ¢ FREE 


COOL AS FUCK! 
SECOND FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 
W/ DJS KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM & RAUL 
GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS THAT SPARKLE & 
SHINE, LOUDLY RIP & GENTLY ROAR 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM - 2AM » $10 DOOR, $5 ADV 


LAST NITE 


2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 
WITH DJS JAMIE JAMS & ROCKY 
TICKETS: www.lastnite00s.com 


SAT DECEMBER 9 ¢ 6:30PM DOOR, 7:30PM 


$5-20 SLIDING 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS 


W/ HOST CHARLIE JANE ANDERS! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM - 2AM « $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 


CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN DECEMBER 10 ¢ 6:30PM - 11PM ¢ $8 


GRAVITE 
APRIL MAGAZINE 
ZACH VITO 


MON DECEMBER 11 ¢ 7:30PM - 2AM 


TBD 


TUES DECEMBER 12 ¢ 9:30PM - 2AM ¢ FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60s SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PAUL COSTUROS W/ DX N GUEST 


WED DECEMBER 13 ¢ 6:30PM - 9:30PM ¢ FREE 


MAWKISH TWADDLE 


W/ DJ STILL OR SPARKLING? 
SUNSHINE POP, BUBBLEGUM, POWER POP, 
INDIE ROCK, PSYCH POP, POST-PUNK, CHAMBER 
POP, C86, EASY LISTENING, TWEE POP, GLAM, 
NORTHERN SOUL, HONKY TONK, DISCO, SHOEGAZE, 
FUZZ, & OCCASIONAL DISSONANCE 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM - 2AM ¢ FREE 
BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
80S DANCE PARTY! 


GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP 
PAD ea 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 « www.makeoutroom.com 
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551-5157. Blue Bear School of Music Holiday 
Party, 1-5:30 p.m., Free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
552-7788. Dirty Denim, w/ Slow Caves,The 
Young Elders, DJs Jackie Sugarlumps, Dizzy 
Miss LIzzy, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 415- 
863-4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ 
MC2, 8 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-646-0999. “Sundaze,” 1 p.m., free 
before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and 
guests, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415- 
621-6087. Holy Sundays, Day and night club 
party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
703-9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-241-0202. Hella Hyphy Holiday 
Day Party, w/ DJ's Menso, Knowpa Slaps, 
and Fanculo., 3-8 p.m., Free. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/BounceSundays. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916. 
“Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255- 
0333. BRAZA! Baile Funk, 2 p.m., $12. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. “Return of the Cy- 
pher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs 
Landol & Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 
Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 8 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 
4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San 
Francisco, 415-345-8100. Gaucho, Sundays, 
5-8 p.m., Free, www.gauchojazz.com. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
649-6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 
6 p.m., $10. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Bill “Doc’’ Webster 
& Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 
p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam 
with Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, and Nick 
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Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., 
free. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325. Salsa Sundays, second and fourth 
Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 415-974-0905. The Flamenco 
Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Pat Travers Band, 7:30 p.m., 
$35. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
552-6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door 
Slammers, second Sunday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. Bohemian Knuck- 
leboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY, DEC. 11 


ROCK 


Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco, 
415-861-5016. Cindy Wilson, w/ Sarah Jaffe, 
7:30 p.m., $20-$35. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
415-626-1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance 
party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5, www. 
deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-241-0202. “M.0.M. (Motown on 
Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www.motownonmon- 
days.com. 

Oasis: 298 ith St., San Francisco, 415-985- 
4442. “Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. The Pick Bluegrass Jam, second 
Monday of every month, 6 p.m., free, www. 
thepicksf.com/jam.aspx. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
415-615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 
Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 8 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
415-546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan 
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Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-617-0071. Gaucho, Mondays, Fri- 
days, 8-11 p.m., Free, www.gauchojazz.com. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415- 
931-3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free; Jellyroll 
Trio, Vintage Jazz, blues & swing featuring 
Belinda Blair on vocals, Mondays, 7-10 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 25, Free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-440-7414. Steve Nelson Trio 
Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance 
Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., 
$60/four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 
10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. Blue Bear School of 
Music Benefit, Mon., Dec. 11, 6 p.m.-2 a.m.; 
Tue., Dec. 12, 6 p.m.-2 a.m.; Thu., Dec. 14, 6 
p.m.-2 a.m., Donation Based. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


KARAOKE 


S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415- 
626-0880. Karaoke Night, hosted by Wesley 
Curtis, 8 p.m.-midnight. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 12 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. Drew Southern Band, 
second Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., Free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-621-4455. Hundredth, w/ Spot- 
lights, Tennis System, Gleemer, 9 p.m., $15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-800-8782. Grumpster, 
w/ The Liners, Beneath Trees, Standoff, 8 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 
415-861-2011. Chhoti Maa, w/ Humid, Ko- 
hinoorgasm, Otzi, 8 p.m., Free; Chhoti 
Maa, w/ Humid, Kohinoorgasm, Otzi, 
8-11:30 p.m., Free, www.facebook.com/ 
events/2056875811226545/. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ 
Myles Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 
p.m., $5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. “Cock Shot," 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 415- 


626-1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 
p.m., $7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco, 415-777-1077. 
“Tutu Tuesday,” w/ resident DJ Atish, second 
Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $10 ($2 ina 
tutu before 11 p.m.), facebook.com/pages/ 
Tutu-Tuesday/110253389062224. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., 
free with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/soundpieces. 

Pop’s Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415- 
872-5160. “Music Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 
p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. 
“BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 
9 p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 
facebook.com/shelter.sf. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. 2nd Tuesday's, Deep house music, 
second Tuesday of every month, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free, www.wishsf.com/. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 
Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 
p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-751-1122. Seisidn, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Harry Denton’s Starlight Room: 450 Powell, 
San Francisco, 415-395-8595. Klipptones: 
Tuesday is the New Cool, Tue., Dec. 12, 8-11 
p.m.; Tue., Dec. 19, 8-11 p.m.; Tue., Dec. 26, 
8-11 p.m., Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431- 
1151. Live Jazz, Live jazz music and drink 
specials., 9p.m.-2 a.m., Free, 415-431-1151. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 
4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 
415-861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ 
Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesday- 
nightjump.com. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577. “Salsaholic,” Tuesdays, 
1-10 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating resi- 
dent DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), 
undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Echale Mas 
Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), 
playasf.com. 


REGGAE 
Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387- 
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6455. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter 
Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Bay City Blues, w/ Chris Cain, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-8000. Blue Bear School of 
Music Benefit, Mon., Dec. 11, 6 p.m.-2 a.m.; 
Tue., Dec. 12, 6 p.m.-2 a.m.; Thu., Dec. 14, 6 
p.m.-2 a.m., Donation Based. Drew Southern 
Band, second Tuesday of every month, 8 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777. The Stan 
Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ 
Primo & friends, first and second Tuesday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m.; fourth and Last 
Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., free, 
(415) 647-2888. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-451-8100. Two Piece Tuesdays, A weekly 
event featuring live music, delicious cock- 
tails and Taropy with Miss Ginger., Tuesdays, 
7-10 p.m., Free. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-800-8782. Before the Brave, 
w/ Billie Gayle, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415- 
861-2011. Jason Morrell, w/ Lapel, Aish, 8 
p.m., $10. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco, 
415-252-1330. Slug Christ, w/ CHXPO, Dommy 
Divine, Death Squad, JPEGMAFIA, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Audio: 316 lith St., San Francisco, 310-869- 
3364. Anjunadeep, w/ Jody Wisternoff, 
Joseph Ashworth, Luttrell, Wed., Dec. 13, 
9:30 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 14, 9:30 p.m., $20-$25. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863- 
4027. ‘Pussy Party," w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, 
and guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703- 
8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, 
facebook.com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 
415-339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 
p.m., $10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www. 
housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-421-8700. “WCW Wednesdays,” 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
703-9751. “Juicy,” 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 


of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278- 
9474. “EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474. Americano Social Club, 
second Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415- 
989-7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
970-0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz 
Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-920-0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-552-6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 415-397-5397. Charles Unger 
Experience, Fridays, 7:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931- 
3600. David Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, 
Wednesdays, 7-10 p.m., Free. 

Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco, 
415-285-3369. Abe Imansia Jazz Group, 
Wednesdays, 7:30-11:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 415-616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 
Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
415-826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba dance party 
with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
621-4434. “Latin Lounge,” Wednesdays, 
5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 415-671-8081. “Bachatali- 
cious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Frigo-International Disco- 
theque,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, second 
Wednesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-292-2583. Rick Estrin & the Nightcats, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-550-8667. Big Bones & Chris 
Siebert, Every other Wednesday, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


KARAOKE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-551-5157. Karaoke with KJ Paul, 9:30 
p.m., free. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 
415-584-4445. Wednesday Karaoke, 9 p.m.-1 
a.m. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415- 
284-9774. “Smoked Out Soul,” w/ Zebuel 
& guests, fourth and second Wednesday 


noe 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 5 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 1OAM 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 
1 DOO) OMEN) s (OD) YOR OL0) 


JACK & JACK 


OLIVIA O’BRIEN 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 
1 DIOO) WORT) s (OA eRe) 


THE DEVON ALLMAN PROJECT 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS G. LOVE, ROBERT RANDOLPH & MANY MORE 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 
DOORS 7:30/ SHOW 8 « $50.00 


DANCING IN THE STREET 


A BENEFIT FOR THE REX FOUNDATION 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
1 DYOO) WORT) s (ODA IN Peele) 


JULIEN BAKER 


HALF WAIF, ADAM TORRES 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 & 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16 
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CHRIS ROBINSON BROTHERHOOD 


ticketmaster.com 
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1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


NEW POLITICS 


DREAMERS, THE WRECKS 


| WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 © 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


THURSDAY, MARCH 29 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


a, 
= 
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BEACH SLANG 


TUESDAY, APRIL 17 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


ALLEN STONE, ZAC CLARK, BOB OXBLOOD _ 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 1OAM 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23 
1 DYOO) WORT) s (ODA eh mel0) 


TODD RUNDGREN 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28 
1 DOO) OMEN) s (ODN Peel 0) 


CHERRY GLAZERR 


VAGABON, SHANNON LAY 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30 & SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « SAT: $45, NYE: $75 


DUSTY BROWN (SAT), NITEMOVES (NYE) 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 11 
1 DOO) NOMEN) s (ODEN PRL) 


DESTROYER 


MEGABOG 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 13 
1 DYOTO) NOR -Tas) s (ODN YA me10) 


OZOMATLI 


Te). LL eas lA LIVE NATION. 


Limit 8 tickets per person. sere dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-647-2888. “Burn Down the Disco,” w/ 
DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, second Wednesday 


of every month, 9 p.m., facebook.com/ 
smokedoutsoul. 
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SAVAGE LOVE \ WHAT HAPPENED 


by Dan Savage 


I used to be a fan of your column, Dan, but something 
happened to you. Maybe it's stress, the current political 
climate, or some other issue—I don’t know. I used to look 
forward to your columns because they were fun, smart, and 
helpful—but I don’t enjoy what I’m seeing now. If some- 
thing did happen to you, reach out for help. You're on the 
verge of losing a loyal reader. 

Reader Enquiring About Dan’s 
Enervating Responses 


I’ve been getting letters like yours—what hap- 
pened to you, Dan, you used to be more fun—at this 
time of year, every year, for the last 25 years, READER. 
Maybe I get moody when the weather gets gloomy and 
that spills into my column annually. And perhaps the 
current political climate—a rather reserved way to 
describe the destruction of our democracy—is mak- 
ing my seasonal grumping worse. Another possible 
factor... 

I don’t know how long you've been reading, READ- 
ER, but I’ve been writing this column for a long time. 
And back before the internet came along and ruined 
everything for everyone, I used to get a lot of how-to/ 
what’s-that questions about sex acts and sex toys. A 
column explaining butt plugs to readers who knew 
nothing about them—and lacked easy access to butt 
plug info—was as much fun to read as it was to write. 
But every sex act and every sex toy has its own Wiki 
page now, which means I don’t get to write fun col- 
umns about butt plugs anymore, READER, and you 
don’t get to read them. Now the questions all revolve 
around someone being deeply shitty or someone 
deluding themselves about how deeply shitty they’re 
being. Columns filled with questions about and from 
people behaving badly are never going to be as delight- 
some as those butt plug columns of yore. 

But thank you for writing in to share your concern, 
READER, and rest assured that nothing truly terrible 
has happened to me—besides Trump, of course, but 
Trump happened to all of us, not just me. Still, I don’t 
want to lose you as a reader, so I’m going to make an 
effort to sunny things up a bit over the next few weeks. 

Okay! Let’s see what else came in the mail today! 
Hopefully something fun! 


My significant other and I rarely have sex. A while ago, 
I had a sexual encounter with her daughter. We continued 
to have sexual encounters for some time. Now my signif- 
icant other and I may be getting married. Her daughter 
and I broke it off, but it started up again after a week. Iam 
attempting to break things off with my significant other's 
daughter again, but I’m having a hard time. Please advise. 

Restraining Urges Is Necessary 


Ugh. Do you see what I mean, READER? It’s hard 
to come through with jokes, erudition, and uplift when 
you re responding to questions like this one. 

Okay, RUIN. Marrying a woman whose adult 
daughter you can’t keep your dick out of... yeah, that’s 
a bad idea. (And her daughter is an adult, right?!? 
You're not Roy Moore’ing it, are you?) Sooner or lat- 
er, your significant other is going to discover what's 
been going on, and your relationship with both of 
these women will be destroyed. You'll be able to move 
out and move on, RUIN, but your former significant 
other isn’t going to be so lucky. Because while you 
won't always be her SO, and hopefully won't ever be 
her husband, her daughter is always going to be her 
child. So while you may get out from this relationship 
with some light scarring, your ex and her daughter 
will be left with open, gaping wounds for the rest of 
their lives. My advice: Pull up your pants, cancel the 
wedding, and get as far away from your SO and her 
daughter as possible. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


I'ma middle-aged married dude. Sex life with my wife 
is good, but I also masturbate because, you know, I'm a 
person. Sometimes I masturbate while surfing through pic- 
tures on Facebook of attractive women I know. These aren't 
stolen nudes off of someone's phone; they're public pictures. 
I'm progressive when it comes to politics and gender issues. 
Face-to-face, I’m respectful and would never do anything 
to make these women—or any other woman—feel uncom- 
fortable. I don't leer, and I’m not a creeper. I know what I’m 
doing is pervy, but is it pervy bad? Am I crossing a line? 

Peering Is Creepy, Sometimes 


This one’s a little better, READER. It’s a little 
squicky, sure, but it’s not boil-your-eyes-after-reading 
squicky. 

Okay, PICS. Masturbating to someone is fine; mas- 
turbating at someone is not. (To be clear: Masturbat- 
ing to thoughts of someone without their knowledge 
is fine; masturbating at someone who does not wish 
to be masturbated at is not.) Our erotic imaginations 
are free to roam—and that includes roaming through 
Facebook. No one needs our permission to fantasize 
about us or anything else, and we can’t control when, 
where, and how the pics we share on social media will 
be enjoyed. Provided you aren't doing or saying any- 
thing to make your Facebook “friends” uncomfortable 
(no supposedly-friendly-but-transparently-thirsty 
comments, no tongue-hanging-out emojis), you're do- 
ing something no one wants to think about, PICS, but 
you re not crossing a line. 


A couple of weeks ago, my girlfriend and I were en- 
gaging in mutual masturbation when she squirted all 
over my hand—a large amount—and she was completely 
mortified. It was the first time it happened for her, and it’s 
happened several times since. She is upset. I've been with a 
couple of other women in the past who squirted, and Iam 
absolutely fine with it. I love it, in fact! I did my absolute 
best to reassure her that I think it’s great and there's noth- 
ing to be ashamed of, but she’s really embarrassed every 
time. The last time, she was close to tears with fears that 
shed urinated. My question: There's so much great writing 
about female ejaculation around, but rather than bombard 
my GE—who is the most amazing, incredible person— 
with links to article upon article, how can I help her feel 
okay about this? 

Sincere Questioner Understands 
It’s Really Terrific 


This one’s pretty good, READER. It’s an old-school, 
pre-internet Savage Love question. Sexy and playful— 
charming, even. 

Okay, SQUIRT. You can help her feel okay about 
this by continuing to use your words ("T love this, it’s 
so hot!”), by sharing those articles with her (she needs 
to hear from and about other women with her super- 
power, not just from her boyfriend), and by lapping 
that shit up. Swallow, SQUIRT. And so what if it is piss? 
(And many argue it isn't.) Piss isn’t sterile, as Mike Pes- 
ca took time out of his day to explain to me on the Sav- 
age Lovecast back when alleged human being Donald 
Trump’s alleged pee tape was all over the news. (God- 
dammit. Our current political climate snuck up on 
me. Sorry about that, READER.) There are a lot more 
bacteria and whatever else in saliva, and we dump spit 
into each other’s mouths like it’s maple fucking syrup. 
If you guys are swapping other fluids regularly, why 
not swap a little of this one, too? 

And remember: It’s only been two weeks—it may 
take her some time to learn to love her new super- 
power. Maybe watch some X-Men movies (it’s a super- 
power, not a mutation!), and keep being upbeat and 
positive about the way your girlfriend’s body works. 
Good luck! 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Livelinks.com 18+ 


San Francisco: 


(415).430-1199 


@reyalae) ae 


Palo Alto: 


(650) 223-0505 


San Jose: 


(92 5) 695-1100 (408) 514-1111 wwwmegamates.com 18+ 





Open desires... 
mt lidden identities... 
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Try FREE Now: 415-956-3737 
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redhotdateline.com 18+ 
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Private Room w/ Private Shower 
Table Shower Available 
$60/Hour e& $10 Off with this Ad. 


OPEN DAILY 9AM - 10?M 
706 SACRAMENTS ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


415.872.9695 









Versatile Latina 


36’yo, 5”7, 38DD, 
8” functional 
oakland, lake merrit 
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SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA COMPANY 


DIFFERENT. LOCAL. RELEVANT. FREE 
THE VOICE OF SAN FRANCISCO 








Me UR He He Ue Hee 


The Best Massage in town! 
Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 

Deep Tissue Massage 
$60 /Hour ($40/30 Min) 
Full Body Scrub 


$35 
New Oasis Day Spa 


2501 Clement S 
San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 








7Days 
10AM - 10PM 


260 KEARNY ST.SF _ 


* Free Private Garage Parking 
* Free Vichy, Table Shower 
* Free 60 Minutes of, Bliss 


415-951-9888 
940 BUSH ST. SF Nat ¥ roaaye oe 


415-567-8825 
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415-288-2800 


925-750-0000 
1-877-800-5282 


*18+ 


\ 


TOLL FREE 


1 877.839.1110 


415.288.2999) 


*18+ RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
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ADULT SERVICES 


\V = SWEET & 
PETITE 
For a Great 
Time, 
Call Debbie 
at 650-630-3815 


TEE EE 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 
or WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 


YOUR LITTLE SECRET 
In/outcalls available 24/7 
Diamond 510-455-2922 


FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0378507-00 
Fictitious Business 
Name(s): 
Chainsage.com, 588 
Sutter St., Suite 312, San 
Francisco, CA 94102, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Cryptopulse LLC (CA), 588 
Sutter St., Suite 312, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 

The business is conducted 
by: a limited liability 
company 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business 
name or names listed 
above on 11/16/2017 

| declare that all 
information in this 
Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant 

who declares as true any 
material matter pursuant 
to Section 17913 of the 
Business and Professions 
code that the registrant 
knows to be false is 

guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 
to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Mehmet Alkanlar, 
Managing Member 
Cryptopulse LLC 

This statement was filed 
with the San Francisco 
County Clerk on 
November 16, 2017 
NOTICE-In accordance 
with Subdivision (a) of 
Section 17920, a Fictitious 
Name Statement generally 
expires at the end of five 
years from the date on 
which it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in 
Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 
11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 
12/21/17 

CNS-3073871# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


HELP WANTED 


Digital Advertising Sales 


Specialist 

If you are looking for a 
fast-paced environment 
with a growing company, 
that opportunity is 

here. We are seeking 
Digital Advertising Sales 
Specialist that will be 
responsible for managing 
existing, seeking and 
establishing new 
partnerships with local 
retailers, clubs, restaurants, 
national brands and ad 
agencies to create sales 
strategies and find new 
business opportunities 

in digital advertising and 
marketing initiatives. This 
position is an outside sales 
position with uncapped 
commission, full benefits 
and a competitive base 
salary. 

Email resumes to: 
employment@sfmediaco. 
com 


Landscape Designer 
(San Francisco, CA) Prep 
drafting dsgns landscape 
on residential projs. 
Req: Bachelor's deg in 
Landscape Arch or rltd. 
Mail resume to Miller 
Company Landscape 
Architects, Inc., 1585 
Folsom St, #1, San 
Francisco, CA 94103 





Maplebear Inc. D/B/A 
Instacart in San Francisco, 
CA seeks Sr Data Engr. 
Mail resume to Attn: Legal, 
50 Beale Street, Ste 600, 
San Francisco, CA 94105, 
quoting job #SDE100. 





Director of Engineering 
(in San Francisco) for 
leading provider of 
visual marketing & user 
generated content 
software solutions. REQ: 
BSc in CS/Comp Eng/S/ 
related IT/eng field + 3 
yrs exp. Mail resumes: 
Chute Corp. Inc., Ref#162, 
480 2nd St., #302, San 
Francisco, CA 94107 





Elementary Content 
Coach. San Francisco, CA. 
Create course content and 
coach teachers. BA/BS in 
any field + 2 yrs exp in job 
offered or as a teacher. 
Presidio Knolls School, Inc., 


hiring@presidioknolls.org. 


San Francisco Media 
Co., is looking for 
motivated, energetic 
and outgoing individuals 
to join our Street Team/ 
Promotionsprogram. 
This is a part-time, paid 
entry level position that 


does require some early 
mornings, late nights 
and/or weekends. As 

a Street Team/Promo 
Representative,you will 
learn from other members 
who will act as a brand 
ambassadors at on-site 
promotions. 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a flexible 
schedule and be available 
weekdays/evenings/ 
weekends 

- Valid driver license and a 
clean driving record 

- Must have reliable 
transportation (Events 
take place in SF as well as 
surrounding cities) 

- Maintain a professional 
appearance 

To apply, please 

email your resume 

with a cover letter to 
employment@sfmediaco. 
comdemonstrate a 
positive attitude, be 
reliable, cheerful and 
cooperative at all times 


in order to maintain 

a productive work 
environment. 

Other requirements: 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a flexible 
schedule and be available 
weekdays/evenings/ 
weekends 

- Valid driver license and a 
clean driving record 

- Must have reliable 
transportation (Events 
take place in SF as well as 
Surrounding cities) 

- Maintain a professional 
appearance 


To apply, please email your 
resume with a cover letter. 


employment@sfmediaco. 
com 


REAL ESTATE WANTED 


WANTS TO purchase 
minerals and other oil & 
gas interests. Send details 
to P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201 


RUN 
YOUR 
LEGAL AD 


US! 


Call 415-359-2877 or 
visit sfweekly com 
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$48. 


When you bring 
in this Ad 





OAM ATIORM 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 
Fresh & Clean Location 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


415-658-7886 


You Get Exactly 60 Min Awesome Massage !!! 


VAY (=) (eXolaal=¥a cola dal= wave) ale Mm ef-s-71 


aromatherapy relaxation. 


Come meet our 
beauitful young staff. 


Not 45 Or 55 Min only! 





METURAL 
CENTER 





New Free Back Walk¢ ¢7 iv VIP room with private shower 





Open 7 Days 10am-10pm 


79, 2505 Judah Street . SF. CA 94122 


99/Hour — 


Experience Our Unique Hong Kong Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massena? 


San “Francinco 








©415-566-6666 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


1855A Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


(415) 831-1032 |, 
gecsf.com \) 


(with this ad) 


ID CARD 24/7 OFENDaIY VALIDATED BE CREATIVE 


AVAILABLE” VERIFICATION =/  PARKING@KEZAR 
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en ae HUGE BODY 
EG JEWELRY 
SELECTION 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Sun-Thu 12p-12a ¢ Fri-Sat 12p-2a 415.864.6667 


@moms_body_shop WY (@)WZbs} 510) B)'4s} 5 (0) 1eKO) 


Mental & Physical 


SAM a 10 [> gee yy LY Wellness Counseling 
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415.346.4338 | 1077 POST STREET 
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We Price Match! 
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for details 


NIGHT LIFE a 
Call 415-359-2600 or visit 


EVENTS “@ = igs a ” Yona www.sfweekly.com to place an ad 





